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CHAPTER L 

When Ovid describes the memorable en- 
counter between Perseus and the great sea- 
monster of Ethiopia^ he is at the pains to nar- 
rate with what fury the creature snapped at the 
shadow of the flying hero, — a circumstance of 
trivial importance in itself, though both striking 
and characteristic ; nay, he even relates how tire 
warrior, at the first sight of the fair Andromeda, 
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chained to* ^ rock, and waiting to be devoured ^ 
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wa3 SO moved witib admiration that he forgot, 
fQf ai^ instant, to flap his wings,--.another detail 
of more fitness than moment. Thus stocking 
to the consideration of trifles, the poet does not 
scrapie entirely to pass by matters of the most 
palpable consequence. He disdains, for exam- 
ple, to. tell us even whether the uxonst^T died 
or not in the encounter, leavii^g that to be in- 
ferred ; and, in Hke manner, he scorns even to 
answer the question that might have been anti- 
cipated, namely, why Perseus, like a sensible 
soldier, did not whip out his gorgon's bead, 
instead of his ^crooked sword,' and, by turning 
the beast into stone, save himself the trouble of 
despatching him with his steel. 

The writer of historical works, like the pre^ 
gseuitj, must daim the privilege of the poet, and 
be allowed, while expatiating on events (^ in- 
terest so inferior that they have been almost 
i^ejected by his predecessors, to leave maoiy 
otbecik of manifest importance to be suppli/^, 
: Bat indeed by the imagination, but by t^e l^arn- 
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Ifig?^ the reader. Our only desire is to folksy 
"flie adfeiitttres of two individualsy so obstfttite 
-and so unfortunate, that the worthy and SOnie- 
'what ovcr-conscientious Bemal Diaz del Ctts- 
tillo has despatched the whole history of ike 
-first in the few vague frs^meiits which we h^ve 
pipefixed to thestory ; while b^ has scmpuloiiriy 
dbdtained from saying a single word of the se- 
fcoiid. 

If the reader will turn to the pages of this 
<5onseientious historian, of De S0M9, or of Gla- 
-vigero, he will be made acquainted with the 
stirring exploits of the eight or nine weeks that 
followed after the arrest of Juan Lerma. In this 
time, the Captain-General, at the head 6f iall 
the Spaniards, save those who were kft in gar- 
rison at Tezcuco, and the few sailors and ship- 
' Wrights who remained in the dock-yards, to 
preside over Indian artificers, compeRed to 
woA at the brigantines — ^in this time, we say, 
and at the head of this force, a^sted by many 
thousand Tlascalaais, Ck>rtes (x>mmenced land 

B 2 
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completed the circuit of the whole valley^ 
storioiog and burning cities and towns without ^ 

oumber, resisted vahantly in all that were not 
4faaffected^ and sometimes^ as at the city of 
T^BCvh^y repulsed with great loss and no little 
(dishonour. The whole campaign abounds with 
«ii^gular and exoiting incidents^ of which^ how- 
ever, it does not suit our purpose to mention 
any but onei and that almost in a word. Al; the 
city of Xochimilco, or the Garden of Flowers, 
(fpa* this is the signification of the word,) where • 

.the resistance w^s sanguinary and noble^ 
though, in the end, ineffectual, Cortes WA^ 
/^^unde4i smxounded,. struck down from his 
horse, which was killed, and he himself, for, a 
i^Ofne^ty a prisoner ; and he owed his life and 
liberty only to the extraordinary valour of 
Gaspar Olea of the Red Beard, who, with the 
help of a few resolute Tlascalans, succeeded in 
bringmg him off* The aid thus rendered by « 

Olea was the more remarkable since, from the 
moment of Juan's arrest, he had become sullen. 
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rtorose, and was sometimes even charged to be 
mutinous. In this last imputation, howeveir^ 
as far as it implied any treasonable thoughts or 
practices, the rude Gaspar was wronged. His 
dissatisfaction was caused solely by the fall and 
anticipated fate of his young captain. The be!- 
nousness of Juan's crime — the drawing his 
sword upon an officer in the execution of his 
duty, as Guzman had been, and worse yet, the 
laiming of that at the breast of the General— r 
had left it, apparently, impossible to be for- 
given. It was universally expected that Jnan 
'^would expiate the crime with his life; and the 
only wonder was, that he had not been imme- 
diately tried, condemned, and executed. His 
destiny was therefore anticipated with more 
curiosity than doubt, and apparently with less 
pity than either. Gaspar did not attempt to 
deny Juan's guilt; but when he remembered 
<the sufferings and perils they had shared to- 
gether, his heart burned with fury, to think 
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how soon the brare and wefl-belored youth' 
should die the death of a caitiff. His diss«tiik 
faction expended itself in anger towards the 
Cnptairi-Oeneral ; and hence the surprise of his 
comrades at his act of daring and generosity. 
But Caspar had his own ends in view, when he 
saved the life of Cortes. 

It was now many weeks since his arrest^ and 
Juan yet lay in imprisonment^ ignorant not so 
much of his fate, as of the causes wfaidi delayed 
it. On the fourth day of his captivity, he was 
apprised, by the sound of trumpets and artil- 
lery, the cries of men, and the neighing of 
horses, and, in general, by the prodigious bustle 
which accompanies the setting out of an army 
from a populous city, that some enterprise was 
meditated and begun ; but of its character he 
was kept wholly ignorant. The custody of his 
person seemed to be committed to Yillafana 
and the hunchback Najara, conjointly ; but it 
was observable that, althou^ Najara fre- 
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qoeodbly entered his den alcme, ViUafanft newr 
mftde his appeaamnee without bemg ae^om-* 
praied by the Corcobado* 

From Najara he gained not a. word of mtel- 
Ugenee, the hunchback ever replying to his^ 
qitei^tionjs with scowla^ or with pithy sarcasnua 
in allusion to the crimes of treason and nn:|ti»y« 
From ViUafana, attended, aad» as it seemed: to 
Jua&> watched, by the j^ous Najara, he ob* 
tained nothing but unmeaning noda of the 
head, and sometimes looks, too signdficant to 
be doubted, and yet too oraculoua to b^ uuderr 
stood* 

After the first fortnight, ViUafena failed, to 
visit him altogether, and he saw not the:&C4^ 
of a human being, except once each mornings 
when Najara was accustomed to make his ap- 
peamnce^ followed by an Indian slavej, baring 
food and a jar of water. With this latter beings 
a decrepit old man, on whose naked should^ 
was imprinted the horrible letter G^ (for guerm, 
indicating that he was a prisoner of war, — in 
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6iSier words^ a branded bondman), he endea- 
voured tx) speak, using all the native dial^d^ 
with which he was acquainted ; but, though 
Ifajara made no offer to prevent such conversa- 
tion, the barbarian repUed only by touching his 
ear and then his breast, signifying thereby that, 
though he heard the words, he did not under- 
stand them. Though Najara permitted these 
little attempts at speech, with contemptuous 
indifference, Juan perceived that he ever kept 
his eyes fastened upon the Indian, as if to pre- 
vent any effort at communication of another 
sort. Thus, if any benevolent friend had en- 
deavoured to convey a message by letter or 
otherwise, it was apparent that Najara took the 
best steps to insure its miscarriage. 

Foiled thus in every attempt to exchange 
thoughts with a fellow-being, and reduced to 
commune only with his own, the unhappy 
prisoner ceased, at last, to make any effort; 
and, yielding gradually to a despair that was 
not the less consuming for being entirely with- 
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oii^ comflBLinty he began^ in the end^ to be 
lu4ifferent even to the coming and presence ^of 
bi3 gfioler, neither rising to meet him^ nor even 
lifting his eyes from the floor, on which they 
were fixed with a lethargic dejection. 

He became also indifferent to his food ^ and 
once, when Najara entered, he perceived that 
the water-jar, the dish qf tortillas, or maizer- 
cakes, the savoury wild-fowl, and the fragrant 
chocolatl, (for in regard to food, he was liberally 
supplied,) stood upon the little table, where 
they had been placed the day before, untasted 
and even untouched. He cast his eyes uppi^i 
the youth, and, for the first time, began to feel 
a sentiment of pity for his condition. Inde^^ 
the noble figure of the young man was. beg^x^ 
ning to waste away ; his cheeks were holtpw, 
his neglected beard was springing uncouthly 
over his lips, and his sunken eyes drooped 
upon the earth, as if never more to gleam wi^tb 
the light of hope and pleasure. The hunchb«^]^ 
hesitated for a moment, and then growled qu^ 

b3 
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a few wordsr-^the first he had uttered for 
a week. But these, though cotnmisemttoii 
prompted them, he succeeded in making ex- 
pressive only of scorn or anger. 

** Hark you, seiior Juan Lerma," he said, 
** do you mean to starve ? " 

At the sound of his voice, so unusual and &o 
unexpected, the young man raised his eyes, 
but with a vague, wo-begone look, and an- 
sw^ed nothing. 

'* I say, senor," continued Najara, somewhat 
more blandly, " is it your will to die by starva- 
tion rather than in any other way ?" 

•^Ah, Najara ! is it thou?" said Juan, rising 
"feebly, or indolently, to his feet. ^^ Heaven 
give you a good morrow." 

^ Pshaw !" returned the gaoler, gruffly ; " pray 
me no such prayers : keep them for yourself. 
I ask you, if it be your purpose to starve your- 
self to death, out of a mere unsoldierly fear of 
hanging r 

**Thou hast not said so much to me, I know 
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VEQt when," replied the youth, not with any inr 
tiention of shuffling off the question, but speak- 
ing of what was uppermost in his mind. His 
voice was very mild, and Najara, by no meaqs 
without his weaker points, felt it as a reproach. 

" I care not," he replied, ^^ if I answer ypti 
any two or three questions, that may be nearest 
to your heart. But first give me to know, 
wherefore you have eaten nothing ? Are you 
sick ?'' 

" Surely I am, at heart ; but, bodily, I am 
well" 

'^ And you are not resolute to die of hunger 
before the judgment-day? — Pho, if you have 
that i^irit, perhaps it were better. But it is a 
death of great torment. — ^Yet, why should one 
be afraid of the shame ? 'Tis nothing when we 
are dead." 

^^ Is this thy fear then ?" said Juan, patiently. 
^* It is not permitted us to commit suicide in 
any form. I will eat, to satisfy thee ; but food 
is bitter in prison." 
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^' What a pity/* muttered Najaiia, as J^uaii 
«ate a morsd of food^ ^^ that heaven should gi^e 
jiihee such a goodly and godlike body^ and suoh 
a bl?ave so\il, (for, o' my life, I believe thorn art 
entirely without fear), and yet make thee a 
madman and traitor !" 

. ^' A traitor!" said Juan, without taking any 
offence, for, indeed, he seemed to have been 
robbed of all the fire of his spirit. ^^ It is 
not possible anybody can believe me a 
traitor." 

" Pho ! did I not, with mine own eyes, see 
thee plunge at Cortes ? It is base of thee to 
deny it." 

. ^^ I do not deny it," said Juan; adding, 
rv^hemently, " but I call heaven to witness, I 
. saw not his face, and knew him not. He may 
/persecute me to death, as I beUeve he is doing. 
.Yet could I do him no wrong; no, I tMnk I 
jCQ^d not.— But it is bitter to feel we are 
trampled on !" 

" Well, senor, it is better you should be in a 
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pafision liian a trance. But be not utterly 
wilihoui^ hope« If you can truly make ita^pesr 
you knew not the general, it is thought by '&i^ 
or two you may be pardoned. I have taik^ 
with Guzman; and I think he may be brought 
to forgive and even intercede for you." ' i 

." I will neither receive his forgiveness nor 
hbi intercession/' said Juan, frowning. ^ Aifdl 
wonder you mention to me his detested name/^ 

'^ Oh, senor V said Najara, sharply, "you 
may choose your own friends, and hunt them 
again among heathen Indians. — That you 
sho!iild sell your life for this dog of a nobte \*^ 
Fare you weU, senor, fare you weU.*^ 
, *^ Stay, Najara," said Juan, following him 
towards the door : " you said you would' an- 
swer me such questions as were uearesBtf/«By 
heart. Give not over the kindly thought. l%^e 
are many things, which if I knew, my lot wotdd 
not be so hard, my dungeon not so kiBiag^ to 
my spirit. The army is gone — is Meatico 
invested ?" 
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" Not so/^ replied the hunchback ; " it has ^ 
n^r^ti^ or two's grace yet. — The taroops bav^e^ 
lurched against the shore-towns.— -But for thii^. 
mad'fit^ thou mightest have been with them^ or 
malting thysdf famous at Tochtepec !'^ 

Juan sighed heavily. 

" And the Indian^ of whom you spoke,^— the 
young noble,— Olin the orator ?^^ he demanded^ 
at fixat not without hesitation. 

" Oh, the cur," replied Najara ; " I think 
Qortes was even as mad as thyself, touching 
the knave. But wit is like a river, sometimes 
too full, washing away its own banks — it may 
be said to drown itself. — He made the d<^ hi« 
ambassador^ swore him to return faithfully 
from Guatimozin, and waited three days for 
him in vain* Such rogues are like arrows,— 
good weapons when you have the cast of them, 
buit not to be expected in hand again, unless 
shot back by a foeman." 

It was fortunate, perhaps, that Naj^a had 
relaxed so far from his austerity as to resume 
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tJie^^ein of metaphor common to his softer mb- 
ments. Had he been as observant as usual, h^ 
must have been struck -with suspicion at tfe?^' 
sudden gleam of satisfaction with which Jiian 
heard the good fortune of the Mexican. But 
he marked it not. 

*' Tell me now/' said Juan, *^ how thou 
cbmefirt to be my gaoler; and why it is that 
Villafana seems to have given up his trust t^ 
*ee ?" 

At this question Nqara's good-humour im^ 
mediately vanished, and he replied, sourly, 

"Oh, content you, you shall be in good 
keeping/' 

" I doubt it not," said Juan, calmly. " But 
Villafana is, or methinks he is, more friendly to 
me than you. I did but desire to know what 
.changes had taken place in the government "ojf 
the city, from the watchman up to the coitt'^ 
mandant, since my imprisonment." 

^* Ay, indeed !" replied Najara, grimly : 
" such changes, that hadst thou fifty ^^^ft 
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waiting to aid thee, thou shouldst be caught, 
before getting twenty steps from the door. 
Know then, that I am made Alguazil, as well 
as Yillafana; and what is more, I am captain 
of the prison. The Alcalde is Antonio de 
Quinones, master of the armory ; and the Cor- 
regidor of the city is thy good friend Guzman, 
— ian honour thou gavest him, by hacking his 
face so freely, and so leaving him in the hos- 
pital/' 

" You speak to me in sarcasm," said Juan, 
mildly : " I have not deserved it. And me- 
thinks you should be more generous of temper, 
than to oppress with words of insult, a fallen 
and helpless man. — Well, heed it not — I for- 
give you* I have but one more question to 
ask you. — Tlie lady, — this lady. La Monjo- 



naza — " 



u 



Ay !*' cried Najara, with singular bitter- 
ness, ^^ I have heard of that too. You were 
seen talking with her in the garden. You will 
play chamberer with Cortes ! ay, and rival too ! 
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Pho,' canst thou not be at peace ? Meddle with 
the general's fancy. Why, that were enough to 
hang thee. I had some soft thoughts of thee ; 
but everything shows thou art unworthy. Fare- 
well ; think of these things no more; but repent 
and make your peace with heaven." 

So sa}dng, the hunchback flung out of the 
room, and securing the thick door of plank, 
Juan was again left to his meditations. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Then followed another paiod of silence and 
dejection^ in which tilie prisoner wasted away 
as much in body as in spirit, becoming so 
lis^essly indifferent to every thing, that he no 
longer betrayed any desire to draw Najara iiito 
conversation, nor even to meet the advances 
which his gaoler now often made. The thought 
of escaping from confinement, perhaps, never 
entered his mind ; for, had he been even less 
rewgned to his fate, the strict watch kept over 
him^ and the condition of his prison, added to 
his apparent friendlessness, must have been 
enough to banish all such thoughts. His 
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chamber was neither dark nor damp, but made 
strong by its bulky door, barred on the out- 
side, and by windows high above the floor, 
so very narrow that no human being could 
hope to pass through them. 

Narrow as they were, however, it was the 
gaoler's custom to examine them very closely 
each morning ; a degree of vigilance that Juan 
had, in the earlier days of captivity, remarked 
wiMi some surprise. He became acquainted 
with Naj^a's object at last. One morning he 
was roused out of his stupefaction by a harsh^ 
exclamation from his gaoler, and k>oking ^^ 
he beheld him tsJke from the floor, immediately 
under one of the loopholes, what seemed a slip 
of paper tied to a littie stick, which appear^^ 
some time during the night, to have been thui» 
thrust into the prison. What were its cdntenfts^ 
he never could divine ; for Najara had ^o 
iK)oner cast his eyes over it, than mingling -a: 
laugh of satisfaction at its miscarriage, with 
mtxe natural compassion for the profound^ 
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^f^tchedness which had sealed iJie ears and 
eyes of the prisoner, he immediately departed 
with the prize. 

' ¥Vom this time, Juan became more vigilant 
and wary ; but the following night, he was ad- 
monished by the clank of armour and the oc- 
casional sound of voices without, that sentinels 
were now stationed under the windows, thus 
precluding all hope of friendly communication 
from that quarter. 

Before he had again entirely relapsed into 
his listless gloom, he began to have a vague 
consciousness that the Indian slave, who ac- 
companied Najara, was becoming more officious 
. than of old, in setting his meals before him, 
and particularly in placing the jar of water at 
his side, instead of depositing it on his table, 
as he had done before. His suspicion was 
confirmed when, one morning, as Najara was 
making his wonted survey of the windows, 
the slave gave him a quick, impatient look, 
iand shaking the jar as he set it down, made 
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^ini ^nsible, by a rattling sound within it, 
tjl^at there was something besides the innocent 
element concealed at the bottom. As sqo^ 
as Najara had departed, he made an examina^. 
tion of the mystery, and drew forth, with some 
astonishment, a plate of transparent obsidiap, 
jxn .which had been scratched by some hard 
Instrument or precious stone, a few words 
ijrhich he was soon able to decypher. " If 
thou wilt leave Mexico, and live, take the stpne 
fi:om the pitcher." 

He strode about the apartment for a mo* 
ment in disorder; then, crushing the glassy 
temptation under his heel, and returnirig 
the fragments to the jar, he sat down again 
to brood over his despair. — ^The next mprn- 
ing the pitcher contained nothing but watei:. . ; 

Thus, then, the time passed away, in the 
ordinary Ustlessness of confinement, — thjg ; d^U 
and sleepy torture of solitude; until Najara^ 
waxing more compassionate as his prison^ 
girciw. more obviously indifferent to ligbt,^ tg 
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food, and to speech, bethought him of a mode 
of indtdgence from which no danger could be 
apprehended, and accordingly introduced the 
.dog Befo into the apartment. 

The loud yells of joy with which Befo be- 
held his young master, recalled Juan from his 
lethargy ; and Najara was touched still further 
with compunction at the sight of the animal's 
transports. 

" He has been whining every day at the 
prison gate," he muttered ; ^* and doubtless he 
would have whined fuU as much, though he 
wete to be let in only to be beaten. Such a 
fond fool is this young Juan himself: he re- 
turns to his master, though he knows the 
scourge is ready. It were better he had taken 
my advice, and passed to the sea by Otumba. 
He should have known Cortes would never 
forgive him." 

The presence of this faithful animal, if it 
did not recall Juan's spirits, at least preserved 

. - * 

him from sinking further into stupefaction ; 
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and nothing gave him more evident delight, 
thaa when^ each morning, having prevailed 
upon Najara to lead his dumb companion into 
the air for exercise, he could hear Befo, in the 
joy of a liberty which he did not share, dash* 
ing frantically through the garden, now cours* 
ing by the water-side, now prancing by the 
palace, and all the time, yelping and barking 
with the most clamorous delight. From these 
(Uily sorties the dog was used to return, with 
fresh spirits and increased attachment, to share, 
fpr the remainder of the day, the confinement 
of bia master, upon whom, at his entrance, 
be jumped and fawned almost as boisterously 
h» when enjoying his sports in the gar- 
den. 

One day, however, he returned with a much 
leaver aspect than usual, and stalking up to 
where Juan sat, he stood, wagging his tail, 
and gazing up with a look exceedingly knowing 
and significant. Somewhat surprised at this, 
and finding that Befo refused, even when in- 
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vited^ to begin his usual rough expressitms of 
friendship, he took him by the leathern cdttMr, 
by which the servants of Cortes had been 
wont to secure -him at night, and puUed him 
towards him. The motion of the collar re- 
leased a little packet, that had been carefully 
secured beneath it, and. which now fell upon 
Juan's knee. As soon as the sagacious animal 
perceived that he had accomplished a task, 
not often committed to such a messenger, he 
returned to his usual demonstrations of satis- 
faction ; and, for a moment, Juan was unable 
to examine the singular missive. When B^o 
became composed^ he opened it, and read, 
with no littie agitation, the following words : 
" Not for me, but for thyself. — There is but 
a d^y more to choose. Leave Mexico, and 
shed not thine own blood: make not thy 
friends curse thee. — Return but a fragment of 
the paper, or tie but a hair round the coUar, — 
and thou shalt be saved. — Not for me^ but for 
thyself:' 
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r. l^'mornkig eamey and Juan^ taking the 

pAper from his bosom, tore it to pieces. 

When Najara offered as usual to liberate 

thi^ dog) he perceived that Juan held him 

fast by the collar. 

" How now, senor, shall the dog play ?" 
^* It is cruel to rob him of his hour's 

liberty/^ said Juan, with a subdued voice ; 

" butt, this day, suffer him to remain with 

me.'' 

" Well senor, as you will,*' said Najara ; 
" but I would you had some better friend, 
—at least, some one who could counsel 
you. There are runners arrived from the 
northern towns; and at midday, Cortes will 
march into the city/' 

" The better reason, then, that I should 
have this friend, who have no other," said 
Juan, calmly. 

" Harkee, senor," said Najara, with a sort 
of petidant sympathy, '^if you would but 
curse yourself and your foes, or bemoan your 

VOL. II. c 
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fate a little^ I should like it better than 
this stupid^ womanish resignation. *— Hu*k 
yc^ — I care not if I tell you: I thought 
you had come athwart the fancies of Don 
Hernan, in the matter of the Dona^ not 
that Don Heman had wronged your own : 
I knew not that there was any old love 
between you.-^ 

" What art thou speaking of, Najara ?'* 
said Juan, with a hasty and troubled voice. 

'^ This does, in some sense, weaken the 
sin of drawing sword upon him,^^ continued 
the hunchback, " for no man loves to be 
robbed of his mistress.— -Well, — ^the senora is 
sorry for you. — She thought to bribe me to 
let her speak with you. — Bribe me ! — ^And yet 
I pitied her, for she was sorely distressed.^* 

" For God's sake,** exclaimed Juan, in ex- 
treme suffering, " speak me not a word of 
her; let me not hear her name.** 

'* Well, be not cast down ; she has much 
power with the general, and doubtless, she 
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will plead for you. Well, fare you well. — I did 
iMnk to let Cortes know of her acts : but that 
tnight harden him against you still more. 
— -Why should I waste thought upon him/^ 
muttered the deformed as he passed from 
the prison. " It is hard, or it seems hard, 
that heaven should give up a frame so beau- 
teous and majestical, to be marred by the 
hangman^s axe or rope, and leave a deformed 
lump like me, to scare little Indian girls 
and boys, and to be jibed at by all the 
craven loons of the army. But this is naught : 
if I am crooked, I am neither fool, traitor, 
nor coward, as most others are, in one degree 
or other, and sometimes in all-.'* 

As Najara had foretold, the army returned 
to Tezcuco about noon, as was made evident 
to Juan, by the sound of trumpets and can- 
non, and other warlike noises of rejoicing; 
which, continuing to fill the city for many 
hours, came to his ear» like the tumult of 
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a distant stonn^ and began to die away only 
when the last twinkle of sunset^ shooting 
through his narrow windows, had faded from 
the opposite wall. 
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CHAPTER III. 



It was now midnight. Audience after 
audience, and council after council, in the 
great hall of the palace, had shown how 
rapidly were approaching to a climax the 
involved events and schemes which had for 
their object the overthrow of the Indian 
empire, as well as some that looked to an 
end equally dark, though of less public import. 
The Captain-General had despatched several 
audiences entirely of a private nature, and 
hoped to be relieved of his toil while dis- 
charging from his presence an individual al- 
ready known to the reader as Caspar of the 
Red Beard. Whatever might have been the 
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subject of the conference^ its conclusion was 
unsatisfiBu^tory to both parties^ for Olea de- 
parted with a visage both sullen and vindic- 
tiTe, while Cortes strode to and fro^ evidently 
affected by vexation and anger. 

As Olea, who had long since got rid of 
the 'infidel gait/ which had drawn a re- 
mark from Cortes, and which, doubtless 
assumed to assist his disguise, only ad- 
hered to him through habit,— -as he vanished 
through the great door, another character made 
his appearance, entering by one of those 
doors which opened from the garden. It 
was the seSor Camarga ; who, from the friar's 
habit, again flung over his armour, seemed 
to have been engaged a second time in his 
maskings. 

** What news, senor ? what news hast thou V^ 
demanded Cortes in a low voice, making a 
sign to the visiter to imitate his cautious- 
ness. ^' Hast thou gathered aught of my dog 
ViUafana ? By my conscience, we are at a 
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fault ; the fox is scared into virtue : Najara 
hath seen no ill in him, Guzman avers he hath 
detected no sign of guilt, and not a spy is 
there of all, who does not swear that his 
fright in the matter of Olin, (that knave, 
too, cajoled me !) has reduced him into sub- 
mission and honesty. Hast thou found no- 
thing?'' 

*' Nothing to be thought of perhaps," re- 
plied Camarga. ^' ViUafana is either returned 
to his allegiance, as your excdlency hiqts, 
or he is too deep in distrust to confer 
with me any further. He swears, if one 
cotdd believe him, that he has thought bet-< 
ter of his schemes, and is now resolved that 
tiaey were foolish and unjust, — and there- 
fore that he has ended them." 

^^ He lies, the rogue !" said Cortes ; ** you 
have pursued him too closely.<*-It was an 
ill thought to league Najara with him. — 
These things have made him suspicious, 
not penitent. I have taken the huskch- 
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bAck away, restored Villafana to his prisorf- 
\^rard, and, in short, taken all means to se- 
date him into secnrity. You will see the 
cloven foot again, and that right shortly/* 

'*^ Perhaps what I have to say will make 
your excellency believe it is displayed alreatJy. 
He has admitted one to speak with the 
prisoner — " 

" Hah !'* cried Cortes, — " a file of spears- 
men !— But no; it matters not. There is 
no fear of eiskjape ; and this were too aim- 
less an explosion. Know you the person 
he has admitted?" 

^* I do not," said Camarga ; " but from 
the glance of the garment, methought 'twas 
some such godly brother as myself. And 
yet Hwas a taller man than Olmedo." 

*^ By my conscience,'* said Cortes, quickly, 
*^ methinks I can divine the mystery: but 
of that anon. Hark thee, friend Camargd, 
dost thou still burn for this wretched man's 
life? I tell thee, there is much interces- 
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sion made for him. It was but a moment 
si^ce; that the Barba-Roxa,^ — ^a good, soldier, 
i'&itb^ — made certain fierce moans for hiiaai, 
minted with divers mutinous Teproacl^. 
I vow to Heaven^. I could have staruGk- the 
Joiaye dead, but that he saved my Hfe- at 
Xochimilco." 

^^ I' have heard that Juan JUarma did tfafe 
same thing on the plains of Tlascala^" rejpbed 
Camarga drily. 

.. " Thou art deceived !" exclaimed r Don 
Hernan, with a sudden shudder. -^ The 
attempt, I grant you, the attempt he 'made ; 
but I needed no help. Yet do I remem- 
ber the act; and, by heaven^ I would I 
might forgive him,— I would I might ! I 
would I might ! for the thou^t c^ judgipg 
him to death is like a wolf in my bosoiu. 
Once I loved him as my son, — ^yes, as my 
very son,'' he repeated with extraordinary 
agitation; ^^ and when he played with: my 

little children, I swear I looked upon bim 
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but • as their elder brother. What will men 
say of the act since they cannot know the 
oause ?" 

Apparently Camarga looked upon this 
buirst of relenting feeling, (for such it really 
was,) with too much dissatisfaction and alarm^ 
to notice the allusion to a cause differing 
fmm any with which he was acquainted. 
He exclaimed hastily, and with a darkenii^ 
visage, 

^* If open mutiny and resistance be not 
excuse enough, have I not spoken an argu- 
ment that should steel thy heart for ever? 
Shall I utter it again? I swear to thee 
then, that this miserable creature, Magda- 
lena, — this wretch that even thou wouldst 
have made the slave of thy pleasures, and 
thereby added upon thy soul a sin never 
to be forgiven,— no, never ! — is a true nun, 
—forsworn, lost, condemned ! Wilt thou re- 
fuse to punish the author of a horrible im- 
piety? Would that I had strangled her. 
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whi^Q aa infant, tho\:^fa with mine own 
himd l^-^Thou telkest of a wolf in thy bo^ 
som; couldst thou feel one fang of the 
agony, that this act of horror has pUii>ted 
in mine, thou wouldst deem thyself happy. 
Let the wretch die; ask not for further 
pause; think not of any." 

" The cause is, indeed, enough,*' said 
Cortes, crossing himself with dread, ^^ to 
ensure, not death only, but a death at the 
stake of fire; and I am not- one to think 
the punishment should be made easy* I 
could tell thee a story of the end of broken 
vows, and the vengeance of God upon the 
robber of convents; but it needs not. — 
Sleep in thy grave, poor wretch! and be for- 
gotten." He muttered a few words to him- 
self, and then banishing with an effort what 
seemed a mournful recollection, he resumed, 
— ^^ Tell me but one thing, Camarga, and I 
am satisfied. The cause is enough, (though 
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this is a crim^ to }?e judged'^ jecdiwfcis- 
tics,) tq ensiire the young man*» ft*e;. h^Hr, 
it is not enough to explain the ranooiiri^' 
t\\j ^ batred, Sp^^k me. the truHi— is tWp^ 
unhappy .Qireeture child of thine?** 

f* Think so^ if thou -wilt,'* .$ftid Camargft, 
with, a lip ashy and quivering,, ^* bu^ asl^ 
^9% ask not now. Give the young mm. to 
the blocks and commit the girl into my haa4%. 
with the means of leaving this land; tben^ 
if thou hast the courage to listen, thou shalt 
hear a story that will freeze thy blood.*^-. 
Is he not guilty of this thing?'* . . 

" Is he not guilty of more?" muttei^d 
the Captain -General. " It is enough : thou 
hast steeled my heart. I leave him in the 
hands of the,, Alcaldes, and J)e. Olid, wha 
have no such faintness of heart as cou*. 
founds mine. Fare the well, seoor : I know 
t^ee better, and I like thee well. Turn not 
thine eye from Villaf^na." 
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• Thus, mingling the suggestions of a; na- 
th^ policy with passions not the less con- 
stiti^onal, Cortes dismissed his disguised 
vilritant. The curtain of the great door had 
scarce concealed the retreating Camarga, be- 
fore he heard a footstep behind ; and look- 
ing round, he beheld the figure of La Mon- 
jonaza steal in from the garden, and cross the 
apartment. 

^*What sayest thou now^ Magdalena?" he 
cried, striding up to her, and viewing with 
interest a countenance sternly composed, yet 
bearing the traces of recent and deep pas- 
sions. " Thou shouldst have told me of this. 
— ^Yet what sayest thou now?'* 

" Nothing," replied the maiden, calmly, but 
with tones deeper than usual, — " Nothing. 
—Do thy work." 

With these brief and mystic expressions 
slie passed among the secret chambers ; and 
the Captain-General, stalking into the gar- 
den, until the chill breezes from the lake^ 
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had cooled his feverish temples, betook' 
himself at last to his couch, to subdue, in 
sluihber, imaginary empires, and contend 
with visionary foes. 
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CHAPTER IV, 



The day after the Feast of the Holy Ghost^ 
or Whitsunday^ early in May 1521, opened 
upon" the valley of Mexico with clouds and 
vapours, which, sweeping over the broad lake, 
collected and lingered with boding fury around 
the island city, discharging thunder and light- 
ning, while the sunbeams shone clear and un- 
interrupted over Tezcuco, and the rich savan- 
nas which surrounded it. It was the morning 

of a novel and impressive ceremony. A rivu- 
let, deepened by the labours of many thousand 
Indians, into a navigable canal, and bordered 
for the space of half a league on either side. 
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by narrow meadows^ separated the city from 

another scarce inferior in magnitude, but which 

yet seemed only a suburb. The whole space 

thus extending between the two cities, from 

the lake, as far as the eye could see, was 

blackened by the bodies of Indian warriors, 

armed and decorated as if for battle, while the 

housetops in the cities were equally thronged 

with multitudes of aged men and women and 

children. A narrow space was left vacant on 

each bank of the canal, from which the 

feathered barbarians, two hundred thousand in 

number, were separated by the Spanish army, 

drawn up in extended lines on either bank, the 

companies of footmen alternating with little 

squadrons of mounted cavaliers, from whose 

spears waved bright pennons. 

As they stood thus, in gallant array, a flou- 
.' - ' 
rish of trumpets drew their eyes up the stream, 

and they could behold over the housetops, 

winding with the sinuosities of the canal, a line 

of masts and of sails half let loose to the 
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breeze, advancing slowly towards the lakfe, 

-1 ■-.'*.... . • 

drawn, as it presently appeared, by double 
rows of natives, gaily apparelled, who occu- 
pied the space on the banks left vacant by the 
military. 

As they approached nigh and more nigh, it 
was seen that each vessel bore no little resem^ 
blance to some of those light and open brigan* 
tines which have been, from time immemorial, 
the chosen delights of Mediterranean pirates, 
and the scourge of the sea from Barbary to 
the Greek Islands. Each carried twenty-five 
men, twelve of whom were rowers, the others 
musketeers, crossbowmen, cannoniers (for a 
falconet frowned over the prow of each,) and 
sailors. Besides a multitude of Uttle pennons 
with which they were covered, two great ban- 
ners waved over each, the one bearing the 
royal arms of Spain, the other being the 
private standard which had been assigned, 
alpng with an appropriate name and a solemn 
benediction, by a priest, at the dock-yard^ after 
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the celebration of the mass of the Holy GHiost i 
for with such ceremonies of religion and potosp 
the fatal galleys were committed, that morning*, 
to their proper element. 

One by one they passed into the lake, and 
ranged in a Une before the mouth of the little 
river, fourteen in number. At tibis point, the 
mummeries of celebration were concluded by 
another and final benediction, pronounced firoBi 
the shore ; which was succeeded by a combined 
uproar of artillery, trumpets, and human voices^ 
more loud and tumultuous than any which had 
yet shaken the borders of Tezcuco. 

When the smoke of the cannon had cleared 
away, the brigantines were seen parting and 
flitting along in different courses, like a flock of 
wild-fowl, frightened and separated by the 
eiq>losion. Their evolutions should be rather 
Ukened to the gambols of vultures, escaped 
from some dreary confinement, and now flut- 
tering their wings in the joy of liberation, and 
the expectation of prey. Castilian navigators 
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were at last launched upon the seaof Anahuac, 
and they seemed resolved at once to confirm 
their dominion by ploughing through each 
rolling surge, and penetrating to every bay and 
ci'eek. As they divided thus, some standing 
out into the lake, and others darting along the 
shores, the admiring and shouting spectators 
began to observe and point out to one another 
certain pillars of smoke, rising one after the 
dther, from the hills and headlands ; by which 
was conveyed from town to town the intelli- 
gence of an event long since expected by the 
watchful infidels. 

Another spectacle, however, soon withdrew 
the eyes of the lookers-on from these signal 
fires. From the bank of vapours which stiU 
concealed the towers of Tenochtitlan, they 
beheld an Indian piragua, or gondola, of some 
magnitude, and no little splendour, come pad<- 
dling into view, followed by three canoes of 
much lighter and plainer structure. An awning 
of brilhant cloths, running from stem to stern, 
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over the pir^pua, overshadowed mid altno(9t:|iict 
tlisToverd. ^' 

It was no sooner perceived from the fleet;; 
titan three or four brigantines gave chaoe^ a^ 
afiber im undoubted enemy and legal prise* 
Stall, itb. voyagers advanced on their course^ 
^^rtesaly, and to alL appearanee di8i^;ardful< 
of' the oommanck of the capitadns to\ heave'to,'^ 
even althou^ one call was aocompanied by ^^ 
muricet-shot, discharged across their bows.. tbS^ 
director undoubtedly confided in his ^ pacific 
dharacter^ indicated, according to the customs 
of Ani^uac, by a little net of gold, ming^ied' 
with white feathers, tied to the head of a spedi^, 
sMMddispbryed high above the awning. 

^ ^^ Well done for the dog, Techeechee !'* mut* 
tersd Cknrtes into the ear of an hidalgo, of stent^ 
appearance, mounted like himself, and at his 
sida^ ** Well done for Techeechee, the Silent 
Hogi he is worth twenty such hounds as Olin- 
pilli. He has brought me an embassy. By 
my^ooissdence, it comes over late though, and 
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].knew not iwbat good can spring of it^ at *tiua 
hour. — These fools of the brigantines arc over-* 
ofi/^us! 'Tis a confident knave; aee, he 
steeds for the palace garden! I nitist ride 
thither. Hark thee/ De Olid/^ he continised, 
still addressing the grim cavalier, but aloudy atf^ 
if irilling that all diould hear : ^^ let this thing' 
he despatched : Thau wilt make, at the tr<^st; 
a jiist judge. In this trial, it becomes neitlieir 
n^yfeelm^, nor p^haps my honour, tiiat i 
s^uld myself sit in judgment. The chifif 
Alcaldes will give thee their aid. Judge not in 
a^er, but with justice ; bring it not against 
the yoimg man that he turned his swocd upon- 
me. — ^And yet I see not how thou canst avdd 
it ; nevertheless, if thou canst do so, let it be 
done. There is enough else to condemn^ Urai 
His life is in thine hands : be jtist, and yet be: 
not too rigid. If thou canst, by' any jnstififM^^ 
leniency, admit him to mercy, do so. Yes, b^' 
merciful, if thou canst — ^be merciful." ,• 

With these instructions, which were prot^x 
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nounced not without discompoanure^ Cortes put 
spurs to his steed^ and rode into the eity and 
to the palace, followed by some half dozen 
cavaliers. 

He had scarcely assumed the state with 
which he thought fit to overawe the envoys of 
the different barbaric tribes^ whom the fanie 
of his power and greatness was daily bringing 
to his court, before an officer entered the 
audience-chamber firom the garden, and ac- 
quainted him that ambassadors from Tenochtit- 
Ian humbly craved to be admitted to bis 
presence. 

*^ Let them be taken round to the front, 
that the dogs may look upon the artillery," 
said the Captain-General ; and perhaps added 
in his thoughts, " that they may creep up to 
my footstool, taking in my greatness from afar, 
until their humility dwindles into submissive- 
ness/' 

^ Presently the curtain of the great door Was 
pushed aside, and the Mexicans entered, pre- 
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ceded and followed by armed men; the old 
Ottomi being in advance of all. They were 
twelve in number, the chief or principal being 
a man of lofty stature and manly years, wholly 
differing from the orator Olin, for whom Cortes 
looked in vain among the others. To indicate 
the high rank of the ambassador, two attendants 
sustained over his head, on little rods, a gay 
canopy or penthouse of feathers. His green 
mantle (for that was the colour worn by an 
i^obiussador,) was of the richest material, the 
border being wrought into scroll-work with 
little studs of solid gold. His buskins, for 
«uch they might be called, were of crimson 
leather, and a crimson fillet was wound round 
his hair, which was, otherwise, aImo<st covered 
with little tufbs or tassels of cotton-down of the 
same hue. Each of these singular decorations 
was the evidence and distinguishing badge of 
some valiant exploit in battle; and it was 
therefore manifest to all in the slightest degree 
^quainted with the customs of Anahuac^ even 
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at the first sight, that the barbarian was a. tQj^n 
of renown among the Mexicans. A clust^.of 
rattling grains of gold, suspended to his n^- 
trils, indicated that he belonged to the order of 
Teuctli, — ^a race of nobles inferior only to tbe 
Tlamantli, or vassal-kings; and the red fillets 
showed that he was a Prince of the House of 
Darts, the highest of the several chivalric 
branches into which this order was dividjed, 
the two next appertaining to the House of 
Eagles and the House of Tigers. — In introduc- 
ing these barbaric terms, we have no desire to 
inflict upon the reader a dissertation on Aztec 
chivalry, but simply to make him aware, that 
these singular infidels were, in their way, nearly 
as well provided with the vanities of knight- 
hood and nobility as some of the European 
nations in the middle ages. 

The general appearance of the ambassador 
was commanding; his features were bold and 
harsh, yet manly, — his forehead expanded,,, 
though inclined, and furrowed as with .the 
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fVbwns of battle, — and his eye had a touch of 
wildness and ferocitv, at variance with his mo- 
dest bearing while advamang towards the Cap- 
tain-General, and still more strongly contrasted 
with that melancholy sweetness of moulJii, 
which seems to be a characteristic of all the 
children of America. — Perhaps it is fitly cha- 
racteristic, since the proclivity of their fate is 
equafly mournful, throughout all the continent. 
He bore in his hand the gold net and white 
plume, hanging to a headless spear, which had 
been displayed and distinguished afar in the 
pira^a, — as well as a golden arrow, — both 
being the emblems of a Mexican envoy. He 
was entirely without arms, as were all the 
rest. 

Behind the canopy-bearers came three old 
men, with tablets of dressed skin^ or maguey 
paper in their hands, known, at once, to be 
writers, secretaries or annaUsts,— who accom- 
panied ambassadors, and other high officens^ iii 

VOIi. II. D 



ti^pkSki^V of ii0pitftaB€e» to tetord Hifcir 
wt|[nifi and fmmtve the pT<i6fft ef treaties. - 

■'-"'"' AJft^x thosie followed six Ttam^m^y or ec»kiinoii 
f^ri^t$» be«rmg^ prefhesta^ which, with Meai^ 
c«jpk9: of that dfty,. as M{ith Ofientab of thi», 
tgk^d^ noi smidl ab«x^ of the mai^nd'ioi ^lo- 

vmacy, 

Aa this teiin wosi 1^ forward up to tho ehair 
of stAlfi^ Ck)rtes fixed hfc eye witik a ftmile of 
i^robati^cu^ on the^ Otjtomi^ biat did not thkik 

' ft to h<M^w him with any further e^dence of 

^ Ih^inV^l^sfs. Hq had olher siatten^ to fili his 
tfewghts^, f<w, at th^ fiwt glance, he i^ecogniaied 
i^ the awhsyssfa^os a, nohIe> iamons eveii in the 
d^ys of MoHt^uipiS^ for ^kUl, ai»dadfty^ aad 

' tinconquerahle aversion to the strangers, azut 
who, under the ondnous tootle: of MafiQuaea- 

'^t^uQtUj* or the I^o^d of Beath> wje knenwik to 

n.«.-ft jpij^iuuiie i»Q9mipled^ as aw all tiioaerllattdtd'dt^wn 
■'^ W tiN WM^H hMlonaiia. Tka aiiAMB> jitittjui^ Imw«Ih 
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im^emomoM^ bodies of Tim&m:mm%^,^^^ 
to sm&si d^Eiaecat siLOv&-tawi]% to cfiEpose tbe 
arani of Carter in tke late esuDpttifSi. la €spe- 
(sial^. he wfi» known ta> have deviseii tlie jAm^oi 
Q}xUmg the dikes of Istapslapaa, sfttier decoj^ipg^ 
the Spaniards into that city, where they escaped 
drowning: ahno«t by a miraele; it was eqps^ly 
^tta^fk &at h^ had cemmanded the naialtiludes 
ofiy^mrwrsy wii% scarce ten day» jmce^ had-fe- 
|Mlls«d the Standards fircvi Taeuba;witfa ^OSM- 
;decaMbkes^ and be was even supfKieed to h«ve 
be^n present m the saek of XocbittKii<POi .wbere 
CaKte» bad bee» in bhkAi inunxnent penk l^e 
^^ifieacance of thia maaai was^dwbly dissgreeatiil^ 
as bedng heartily detested himself ^^ ^^^ sbeyw- 
ii)g ihe tempei of GaatiizEozija^'^ mindr jvh<> 
; chose to send an envoy so httle inclined to (sqm- 
position. A nvuxmnr of drmwrtisfactioni. jtrose 

indicate the title, and are therefore not a part of the name. 
'We tran^teboth lord; though it would be more g^ermain 
:>tv1tie mafter, however lti'drcr«ti8 it migbt seem, to aof at 

oner Dtilrr Dtetib mt» ElsrI Oiw. 
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i^mong the Spaniards present, as soon as t];ie]| 
^ere made aware of the ambassador's charapT 
tipr; and if looks could have destroyed, it is 
certain the Lord of Death would have passed 
^^ the world of shades, before speaking a word 
of. his embassy. 

Without, however, seeming to regard these 
boding glances any more than he had done the 
hostile opposition of the brigantin^, be bewail 
without del^y the usual native forms of s^uta- 
^iop. But before he could pass to those rheto^ 
rioal and reverential flourishes of com|dimenty 
w;hich constituted the exordium of an ambas-^ 
s^or's speech, he was interrupted by Cortes^ 
whose words were interpreted by the sanif^ 
eavalier who had o£Eciated before^ in the inter- 
vi(Bw with Olin, 

*^ Masquaza-teuctli, Lord of Death V* said the 

Captain-General, sternly, " what dost thou 

here in Tezcuco !" 

. The infidel looked up with surprise, and h|iy- 

ing eyed the Spaniard a moment, replied with 
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adother question, which was only remarkable 
a^' indicating the composure of the speaker, 
iind as giving utterance to tones exceedingly 
soft and pleasant : 

" Was Olin deceived, and did Techeechee 
lie ?" he said. " I bring the words of Guati- 
liiozin to Malintzin, son of Quetzalcoatl, and 
Linrd of the Big Canoes, with legs of crocodiles 
irid wings of pelicans/* 

^" Art thou not stained with the blood of 
Castilians ^'* rejoined Cortes, but little pleasecl 
with the fhink and unawed bearing of the 
envoy. " This thing is ill of Guatimozin : 
why does he send me an enemy from Tenoch-. 
tidan r 

The Lord of Death replied with what seemed 
a lurking smile, if such could be traced in a pe- 
culiar and slight motion of lips, always sedate, 
if not always melancholy ; 

^^ Has the Teuctli a. friend in Tenochtitlan ? 
--^Let Malititzin speak his name : I will return. 



i:^ J 
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^-f&ff litde duldveoi are yet nmkmuA wMhUi^^ 

\Mafv 9Sod samom.*' 

.'VHa^k lx> the honiidr enslaisBed &e Cap^^ ^ 
tainrGen^idy struck more by tibe fai&t oonAroyedt . 
by tbe Idflt words tixBXi by jAesaicasm so gendy 
expressed in the first : ^^ He would have me 
brieve tb^e very bpys of Mexico are trafaiing 
to re»uit us ! and ti^ftt be tibdniks it bettjer ho- 
nour to encourage the youog cubs U> motiee^ 
than to speak to me £[>r terms of peace. — 
H^ken^ infidel : you ^oke of the yonng man 
Qfen. Why returned not he to Tescueo ?" 

v*^ Mftjfetgsjn was in a hurry for the blood of 
Is|t^p^}apan : the king saw the glitter of spears 
on the lake side, and said to his servant, ' Go 
npt, to Te^s^nico with gold and sweet words, but 
tQ J^tapalapan with axes and spears/ — " 

, " L4y, marry ; but Olin, what of Olin-pilli ? 
— I warrant me, the knavish king discovered 
the craft of the knavish noble, and so killed 
him J — I was a fool to give him the beadfii.— 
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the Speaker <rf Wi*e Things ? I mat histL %&' 
ihrnsdhmdu for an envdy; *hd, lo ydt% thts 
oM \i»;TBge, the mtent Dog, has bnyogfhi it!cr> 
what piiii cwM tiot^ not did not. U Olin 

, " How shall I answer ? tjiNalneint^ah^ fe th^ 
mik^ of li&; te i« this king who tik^s it; 
Oita^^i i* forgotten.** 

^ Ay ti^en> let trim sleep; and to thy wo?R;^ 
in&iel, to thy work. Will Guatimoain have 
peace ? He is Somewhat latife Of dediAoh ; f^t 
the gt^eat monarch of Spain, who *sendj> tne to 
sp«t^ with him> and to enforce the vai»j»abig^ ' 
adcnowl^ged by Monteiukna, h mertjifuir 
%leak, then, and quickly. My ships art btt'^ 
the lake, my i^ldiers are thicker than the r^edi" 
<m its btmkt^, and fiercer than its waters, When 



L. fi 



* One of the titles of the Supreme God, {Teotl,) who 

"I . ■ ' It ■ ^ 

wiu not "worshipped directly, but through the inedrum of 
his agents, the iaferior divinities. 
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the torrents rush down from the moutntains* 
Will he have the blood of his people S^W 
through the streets, as the waters of an i2»iu^ 
dation, when the dikes are broken ? Speak th^m^ 
Lord of Death ; will Guatimozin acknowledge 
himself the king's vassal, pay tribute, and gov^r^ 
his empire in peace ?" 

" Hear the words of Guatimozin/' said the 

ambassador^ beckoning to the Tlamem^ to open 

their packs : " The king sends you the bistCN^ 

of his land,"— taking up, from among mimyi 

books, which made the contents of the fireA 

bundle, a volume of hieroglyphics, and dif^ 

playing its pictured pages : ^^ He has searcli^d 

for the time when the king of Castile was tlie 

lord of his people ; but it is not written. H^o;w 

then shall he kiss the earth before the Teuctji? 

He has sought to find to what race,, besides tknk: 

race of heaven, the men of Mexico have paid 

tribute: It is not written, — except this, — tl|^ 

once, when his fathers were poor and few, tbftr 

men of Cojohuacan called on them for tscib^tiey^ 
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Attfi they paid it in the skulls of their foes. 
The men of Castile call for tribute: Guatimozin 
sends them such tribute as his fathers paid; 
here it is — ^twelve skulls of the dogs of Chalco 
taken in the act of rebellion." And as he spoke, 
the grinning orbs rolled under his foot against 
the platform. 

*^Hah!" cried Cortes, starting up, with as 
itit^eh admiration as wrath, for he was keenly 
Aive to every burst of audacious and heroic 
dftring, ^^ is not this a merlin of a royal stock, 
thiit will try buffets with an eagle ! But, pho ! 
the young man is besotted." 

^ Hear, further, the words of Guatimozin," 
ciontinued the envoy, taking from the third 
bundle two more books, and displaying them 
as he had done the first : " the king remembers 
tfcat the wild Ottomies came down from their 
hills, saying that they were foolish and pitiful, 
b^ause Ipalnemoani had kept them in dark- 
rtesis, so that they robbed one another, and 
wete blasphemers against heaven. The king 

D 3 
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gijire tbsm religion and laws ; and, befaoW^ 
those, tiiat live upon the akiits of the vaUehf^ 
tKffCL beoome wiae and happy. The king aaya, 
t^ Hare not the Spaniards come like the Ob- 
tomies? and are they not very ignorant and 
miserable?' These are the ki&ig's words to 
Malintzin : ^ Take this book, and kam how 
to worshq) the gods : religion is a good thing, 
and will make you happy. Take tiiis book also, 
and understand the laws of men: justice is a 
goad thing, and will make you happy." 

It. would be difficult to express the varied 
feelings of wonder, anger, scorn, and merriment, 
with which the Spaniards hearkened to this 
ea^traordinary exhortation. Some stared, some 
frowned, some smiled, and a few laughed out- 
right; but all immediately betook themselves 
to looks of sympathetic anger, when Corte9, 
again rising, stamped upon the platform^ cry- 
ing with a fierceness that was in part unas- 
^^med. 

" KuBve of a heathen and savage^ dost tib^on 
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'ihii iKom vipon the rdigion t)f C!h»ft| ? 
^ik.alight upon tiie kws of Castile? thir<iBiiilr 
upasi Te%i(mil and civilized mexk ? Lo^k uptm 
Ais ciross^ and say to Guatimoiin^ thft(> nbt a 
Spaniard shall leave his valley till tsvery slave, 
thatadknowlec^s his sway, has knelt before it, 
and abjuring the fien<&h i^dciatry of Mexilfi, 
l|as sworn with a kiss, to worship naught «ls«« 
Look^ too, npon this swcH'd^ ai»i say to tbiite 
insolent prince, that it shall not cease to sir^ 
and slay, until his ^hole people have ackiioif^ 
ledged it to be the abrogator of the old, and 
the teacher of a new law, such as his brutish 
sages never dreamed o£ In one word, give 
him to know, that my purpose in his tatid, 
is to bestow upon it the cross of heaven and 
thfe laws of Spain ; and these I will bestow,— *- 
both, — so help me the sword which I grasp, 
aaid the cross that I worship ! " 
* A murmur of satisfaction and responsive re- 
solution passed through the assemblage, whi^ 
had been considerably increased by the iq)pear- 
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nHee of sueh officers, returning £rom tbe:laM»- 
M^i ^ ^^^ priyikged to enter the presence 
4^Qj9Ucb.an occasion. But the 'stern vokae: of 
tji^ CaptauvGeneral produced no effect on. the 
Md3cic¥ins, except, indeed, that one of the thr^se 
wters who had been all the time busily en^^ 
gaged, as they squatted upon the floor, re^tMrd<^ 
c ing the speeches, in their inexplicable tnanneis 
raised his eyes when the Christian's yoice Mm^ 
at. the highest, and eyed him askant for a mi* 
l^nle or two* The Lord of Death kept faiiB 
glance firmly fixed on the aspect of the geneittt, 
tidiile listening to the interpretation of his angry 
w6WB, Then, when Cortes had concluded; he 
tonijed to the fourth pack, and resumed b^ 
discourse, as if it were no part of his duty t^ 
9eply to anything not immediately touching his 
i'»tractions. 

;^ Hear, further, the words of Guatimozin," 
he ^said, pointing to an ear of maize, a bundte 
oP cacabberries, a cluster of bananas, and div^t* 
ififaer fifuits, as well as nuts and esculent rooteifv 
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wfakhn^peared in the pack : ^^ Thtits ssiys^>th€ 
idng o£ Mexico :-^Is Castile a nakeii r^k, 
where the food of man grows not ? MAiMti^ 
said to Montezuma, ^ The land is like^ 6th^ 
loads, with earth over the fiint'Stone, and vrMi 
rivers to make it fertile ; soil comes down from 
the mountains, and heaven sends frequent jeaif^ J 
LfQok at Mexico; the suBipardies it, till it 
becomes like sand, half the year ; the lotiier 
h^if, the sky turns to watery and drowfi^ the 
gardens and corn*fields. But is man a ^dog^ 
tjkat he should howl wh^i he is hungry,, aii^ 
mn abroad for food ? God gave these good 
things to the king ; the king gives them to the 
Spaniard. Let him throw them upcm theleartk^ 
and sit hard by in patience, while 4^e rain 
dicOps upon them ; and, by and by, he will hirife 
food for himself and his children : he mUtP^t 
be .hungry^ and run forth, like a dog, to $(range 
l$l|idfi>. seeking for food* — Hear, further, tfe$ 
yji^pfd^, of the king," continued the brave h^Tr^ 
b»|?»Q,jftb^!^^ii« the imi^tiqn<?e q{ Cortf s,^^ 
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Cortes cast his eye upon the paper, and he- '^*^* 
held, besides the date, a preamble of two lines, ^ 
and the signatures pf the judges, the following '' 
brief and pithy sentences : 

" Concealing a spy and fugitive from justice 
—Guilty. 

« « 

** Drawing sword upon a Christian — Guilty. 
" Resisting with arms an officer in the exe- 
cution of his duty — Guilty. 

'^ Sentence — ^To be beheaded, his right hand 
struck oflf and nailed to the prison-door. — ^To 
take effect in half an hour. 

'^ In the name of God and the king. 

" Db Olid, 
" Marin, 
« De Ircio.*' 

** Butchers!" cried Cortes, with accents of 
unspeakable horror. ^^ What ho, a pen ! a pen, 
knave! a pen !" '^ 

The agitation and violence of his voice sur- 
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pris^^ ey^n the stoical Mexicans ^ and .tbe^ 
write?;s looking up, he became suddenly awaij?,^^i 
that t^e implements with which they practised ^,^, 
their rude art, would answer aU his purpos^j,,^! 
Darting forward, he snatched from the hand of 
the nearest one of the many reeds which he 
held. The barbarian, although apparently the 
oldest and most infirm of the three, mistaking 
the purpose of the assault, started to his feet 
with a vivacity of eflfort which, at any other 
moment, would have drawn a sharp look of 
suspicion from the Captain-General. But his 
thoughts were too much excited to be diverted 
by any such seeming inconsistency. 

It happened, by a natural accident, (for each 
reed was appropriated to its peculiar colour,) 
that that which Cortes had seized contained a 
dark crimson ink. Still, natural as the circum* 
stance was, it had no sooner touched the paper 
thf^n he shuddered, and muttering ^^ BloodJ 
blopdP' seemed as if he would have cast it, 
away. But recovering himself in an insti^nV J 



' coirres. oit ' 



'H-r: 



wkh a faint and fordid hngh, he iAh^iSi4b&9^ 



♦ 'i . >> 



" Confirmed: — Respite for twenty-fo\ir horgp. 

" Cortes/' 



r-V 






and putting the paper into Yiliafana's hands^ He 
disraissed him with the hurried eharge, 
*' Away— see to it.*' - -/ * 

He then flung the teed back to the wi-KiS^'' 
who had already resumed his squatting ^^^KB^'^ 
tude, and reascended the platfom. ' ^'>^ 

On those who surmised the cause of Wt^^ 
sudden interruption, the agitation of Don IJer- 
nan had the good eflect of banishing from thel*^^ 
minds any iinp;ering suspicions of his eritcr^^? 
taining personal ill-will towards the unfortunate- f 
Lertna. All went to show that he was shockeff^' 
at the young man's fate, and the necesrsity ifP' 
mitiistemg to it, even in the simple act of cem^:^' 
firming a judgment, awarded by others* ; btk,'^ 
unhappily, the same feeling that exon^rtif^^ 
the judge, still further increased the 'o^rA^ 
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ai;^^^ 1^9 ^e 4:n^rial. Haw giwrt;, tfcjey^ 
thought, must be the guilt af him. 'whom it 
cmues Cortes >o much suffering to coademn. 

f f ; - . • • • ^ • . ' 

— -But the Captain-Genial, recoyering himself, 
gave them little time for such speculations. 

" WeU, infidel, thou speakest weU,^^ he cried, 
his voice becoming firmer with each syllable ; 
'^ Whathidest thou in the sixdi bundle? — or 
ratj^eir, what if I sho«4d accept thy masl^s 
niggpurdiy offer, wd depart with these bnubles 
for women and children, as thou hast righUj 
called them?'' 

f^iiear the words oi GoatimozinY^^ replied 
th^^ambassador, with a careless emphasis, as if 
properly understanding the futility of the pro* 
p(^i^ and, indeed, with a look of scorn, as if 
Ic^niing to despise one cap^le of Don Her- 
n^^'<$i, late weakness: ^^ If Malintzin depart 
wjiij(k the fif& pack, cast the sixth into the lake, 
andr teU him, that, in its place, he shall have 
sf^l j^r> ^im to the seaside, a thousand sacks 
ofaf)9^ f^ fWT thousand sacks of com, to 
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dothe and feed his people as they sail &itr ti%' 
endless sea. Say to him besides-—** 

*^ Pho/* interrupted Cortes, ** have done witfr 
this mummery, and get thee to the sixth saci^^* 
which I am impatient to examine. What hast' 
thou there?'* 

" The riches which are more precious to 
Mexico than the trinkets of her childr^,** r^^' 
pUed the stately barbarian ; and, as he sp6l^,^ 
he rolled upon the floor, arrowheads a^ speail^-^ 
points of bright copper, sharp blades of iiHu'^ 
a-pd heavy maces of flint, which made up the' 
contents of the last bundle : *^ Hear the w(m£s^ 
of.Guatimozin," he continued, with a digmt?y 
o^hearing that might have become a Spattaf^* 
envoy in the camp of the Persian ; ^^ thus sa^ * 
tl^e king : ^ What is the Lord of Castile, thatf 
Guatimozin should call him master? what is. 
Malintzin, that Guatimozin should make him"' 
h}% friend ? The Teuctli bums my cities, nmr^^* 
ders my children, and spits in the Ace of my^^ 
gqd^.^ His religion is murder, his law r^hetyi^ 
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h^i%«tafp|ig, yot very unjust 5 he is wise, yet 
h^ makea tanen madi Guatimozin has calleiti 
tf^gOJih&p the chiefs and the .planters of corn, 
t^,wi30 men and the foolish, the strong and 
th^ fQf^ble, the old men, the women and the 
children. He has spoken to them, and tiiey 
ha^ve. ,r^pUe,d : Ma not the sword better than 
th^ whip,? ijs. no^ the arrow softer than the 
bi:^p^l 13 jiQt the fagot of fire pleasanter ' than 
th^..>pha^ of captivity ? is not death sweeter 
t^^ fflavery?^ Thus says the old man,— 
^4itaD^ old; wherefore, then, should I be a 
s]^s^ for a day ?' Thus says the little infant,-^ 
^ f^t^fOr a little child; why should 1 be a slave 
f^. many years?' This, then, is the word of' 
t^, whole people ; it is Guatimozin who spieaks^ 
i%'f, Mf the gods desert me, what have I to 
yield but life? if they help me, as they have' 
hj^lped my fathers, what have I do to, but to 
drive away my foe ? Let Malintzin look at 
n^y weapons, and put two plates of the black 
coppet of: Castile on his bosom, for I am very 
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sipcmg in ray sorrow^ and I witt strive "^^i^ei^ 
havd. Let Malintni fear: Ae rebels of Tc»b- 
cuoi» and Choltda, the tndton of Chalco'ud 
Otmnba, are bat straws to help him : can ^i^ 
look in the &ce of a Mexican ? Let MaKntann 
fear : is he strongs than when he fled fmia 
Tenochfcillan, in the month of Mourning'?* 
hsA not Mexico more fighting men than when 
the hom of the gods sounded at midni^t, and 

« • • 

the Teactl] sat on the stone and wept?-^da 
the stone of Taeuba, by the water-side^ wb^n 
the morning came, waji his people slept in tne 
ditches? If Malintziin w31 figbt, so wifi 
Guatimosm. Theise are dae words of tbe 
king; these are the words of the people: t^ey 
are said.. The gods heboid us.'^ 

So sfske ike bold savage > and as if to sho^r 
that eren the basest and feeblest shared Ina 
courage^ and samctiouied his defiance^ the 

* Embracing a portion respectively of June and July, 
and- d^otect to austere oad* penitentia! preporatixni ibr a 
comiBg 
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verv Tkrag^QO^ looked uaomtA them with a 

sboin^'of spkitv and the. three (dd mem ex- 

. pcessed th^ satisfaetioa witik &udiUe m«r- 

TW Spasiavdak were surprised at the iear*- 

JLesfis toiies of the Lord of Death, and not a 

«few were impressed with alarm as welt as 

dLfkgeir, when he referred so unceremoniously 

, to th« events o^ the. fatdi Noehe Triste. As 

,.fyr Cortes himself, though the £rown with 

, which he listened to the whole oratiou, had 

^ Vl^o)39^ darker and darker as the warrior-Boble 

pvoeeeded, yet, apparently, be had beeome 

,, sensible, bolk from the tenor of the chscoiirse 

sfcod the resolnte bearing of the speaker, that lA 

should be answered with gravity rather thaa 

ai|^r. Hence, when he came to reply, i^ was 

in terms briefly impressive and solemn : 

. ^ My young brother Gnatimoein is unwise^ 

and he i» digging the grave of his whole 

people. He has evil counseHors about hkn* 

I have somewhat to say to h»; and, toHoor- 



,72 CORTESyQR - 

row you shall be sent bade with^ ^un^n^jiT, 
wliicfa will perhaps dispel his foolish dream of 

„ xesistance." — He observed that the XiOt4: jof 
Death looked displeased and even alanq^^ 

1. when the interpreter made him sensible that 

.ie was to be detained until the morrow, 
*^ Be not alarmed," he continued, sternly** 

,.^^ when didst thou ever hear of a Chiistian 
aping the treachery of thy natii^e pir^nces^ ^^d 
doing wrong to an ambassador ? I tell thee, 
fellow, infidel though thou be, I wiU do thee ho- 
nour, in respect of thy young master. To-mor- 
row thou shalt eat at my board, for it is a day of 
banqueting ; and to-morrow, also, shalt thou 
be made acquainted with my answer to the 
king's message, which it is not possible I 
should speak to-day. Rest you then content. 
— Hark thee, Villafana," (for the Alguazil had 
returned,) "have thou charge of this bittcr- 
tongued knave and his dumb companions. 
Entreat them well, but see that they neither 
escape nor communicate with any one in this 



$; 
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v'^lHffi^ GUraiian or misbdliever. And look well 
*»>tO'tliy prii(on too. — ^This knave, Techeechee,— 
^ %i4iig him to me when thou changest guards nt 
''ttie prison.** 

l%en, breaking up the audience, he remained 

for a time in conference with a few of the 

chief officers, debating subjects of great im- 

portiinee, but which would be of no interest 

^f^ tiie readers of this history. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SoM£ two hours after night&U, as the nil-* 
h^ppy Xierma lay in darkness and soHtade^ 
(for Befo was no longer permitted to be his 
companion^) the door of the prison opened^ 
and the Alguazil, YiUafana^ entered^ bearing^^ 
a lantern, which emitted just sufficient light to 
al][ow his features to be distinguished, together 
with what seemed a flask of wine— a luxury 
now to be occasionally obtained, since vessels 
arrived not unfrequently from the islands. 

" How now, what cheer, senor ?'* he ex- 
claimed^^ setting down the flasjc upon the table^ 
and turning the light full upon Juan's face; 
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*^ are you saying your prayers ? Here's that 
shall give you better comfort, — ^something firom 
the vineyards of Xeres de la Frontera, — stout 
Sherry, that shall make your heart bounce, 
were it broken twice over. — Come, faith, it will 
make you merry/' 

*' I shall never be merry more," said Juan ; 
^^ and why shojcdd . I ? It is better I should 
not. I thank you for you good-will, Yillafana ; 
\mt>I would that, instead of iints wine, if it be 
net contrary to your duty, you would fetch me 
the good father Olmedo, to finish the conf^s^ 
s\pa begun upon the block, and so abruptly 
in^eirvu|^;ed this morning." 

^* Pho, be not in such a hurry : you have' 
time enough. The priest is busy, and knowing 
h« namst shrive you to*-morrow, he will be ifl' 
inclined to trouble himself superfluously to* 
night. Come, sit up, drink, laugh-, and curse 
thy foes. Come, now, — a merry God's bless- 
ing4 may you live a thousand years \ — 
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Ds&oog ! bah ! dzoog ! — Now could I %Iit 
seven tigers!" 

" It is better thou shouldst drink it than I," 
said Juan^ observing the strong and somewlmt 
fantastic gestures with which the Alguazil ex- 
pressed his approbation, after having taken a 
hearty draught of the liquor ; ^* yet betiadnk 
thee, ViUafana, — " 

" 'Slid ! '' interrupted the gaoler, " betbsuJc 
tiiyself ! and bethink thee that this will make 
thee a good fellow of a warhorse itiettle, whear^aB, 
now, thou art but a sick lambkin. What 
makes a beggar a king, hah ? a tailor's 'prentitpe 
a Cid Ruy Diaz of CastiIe,-*-a doughty Gam- 
peador? Hio, there is more of this, imd 
to-tnorrow it will flow. Dost thou not know, 
Don Demonios, our king, has invited us to a 
banquet to-morrow? Thou shalt hear this 
banquet spoken of for a thousand years. Ah^ 
the good ship I the good ship ! there is. a 
better thing she brings us than wine^**— Btit 
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th^ Is ncitiier here nor there. Why dd$t 
thou not drink?'' 

^^ Am I not condemned to death for. the ih- 
ifaetion of a decree?" said Juan, someiirhat 
stendy^ for he thought he perceived in Villa- 
ikna^a levity a symptom of undue excitement; 
^ mid' dost thou not remember that there 
is. a decree also against drunkenness? Thou 
%(agt suffered somewhat from this already." 
'^I'^Dost thou suppose there is a hell?*' said 
. "^KeKfetia, with some such look as that wluch 
'-hlul appalled Juan, when he walked with him 
•over the meadows beyond the city: ^ For, if 
Ibou dost, know then, that I make my pro- 
^mise to the infernal fiend, to broil with ; him 
seven times seven thousand years, if I do 
It not, with a stab f&t every lash, make up my 
v^koning with the man who degraded ipe ! 
. QroZa and Amen 1— -So now, there's enough, to 
> keep thee qidet.-— Hast thou any gaU any where 
•Bit in thy liver?" 

^^ Thou art besotted, or insane, I think," 
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3»id Juan, angrily. « I am a dyil^ ' min : 
begone, and suffer me to fnake my peaci^ 
iHth bdaTen." 

^ ^ Gome you tMnk I am drunk,'^ said Villa- 
^ana, sdmewhat more rationally : ^^ I grant you ; 
but it is with a stuff stronger than strong 
drmk !«-^y, faith, for, to-morrow, I see my way 
to heaven !— Answer me truly : hare yon no 
tiiirst for^mgeance on thcKse Who haTe broti^t 
yofu to fiiis pass ? — Tou see I am sob^r, h^"? 
One would not die like a she^'^-You may 
'fbky the woif yet. What if you bad an opjpi^n- 
tunity— ^'* ' " T' 

'^ Tempt me not, knave,*' said Juan^ turmng 
mway Ids :feioe— ^^^ Avdid tihee, Satan ! " 

^' What if I should knock open thy dooiv, 
and put a sword into thy hand }" said ViUafana, 
bending over, so as to whisper into his ear; 
** what woijddst thou do with it V 

'^ Break it,'' replied the pisoner, wiappbig 
vhis mantle about his head, as if to shut out all 
further temptation. 
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.".ThQU^pt afool," said tbe AlguassUj wi A % 
grow^ ap4 left tixe apartment. -^ S 

Juan heard his retreating steps^ foUpw'edLbjF 
the clanking of the chain, which, with a strong 
padlock on the outside, secured the door of th^ 
prisoo ; yet he neither raised his head, nor re^ 
inoyad the mantle from his face, butendeavot^ 
ed tQ drive from his heart the thoughts of pasH- 
p^f 0xcite4 by the words of the tens^lesr. 
Ffom this gloomy task he was roused by ^a 
f(dS% ¥oide, murmuring, as it seemed to him 
frojp the air, for he was not alirare of tb^ 
presence of any human being in the apart- 
menfc,— 

^ Does the Great Sagle f^^ar tiier face of his 
ftiend?'' 

. He started to his feet, and beheld in die fi^t 
of the lantern, which Yillafana had left on the 
table, the figure of an ancient Indian, standing 

liaardfay* 

1 : ^ Tecbeec^e !" he exdaimed-^-^^Bol^AOr; fby 
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speech is pure, thy tongue is another's. Wht> 
art thou, grey-head of Mexico !** 

" To-day, Cojotl, the cunning fox of scntjes^ 
: — yesterday, Olin, the tongue of nobles,—- but 
before, and hereafter, Guatimozin, the firiend 
of the Great Eagle," replied the Indian, and as 
he spoke, he exchanged the decrepit stoop of 
age for the lofty demeanour of youth, and 
parted the gray locks which had hitherto almoist 
concealed his countenance. 

^* Rash prince !'* said Juan, will you yet wear 
the chains of Montezuma? Why dost thou 
again entrust thyself among Spaniards ?" 

^' How came the Great Eagle into the place 

■ > 

of Guatimozin ?" demanded the young Mexican, 
expressively: " Shall he die for Guatimozin, 
and Guatimozin stand afar off?" 

" Alas, prince," said Juan, " thy friendship ia 
noble, but can do me no good. Leave this place, 
where thou art in great danger, and think of me 
no more, I am beyond the reach of help. TMnk 
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of, tj^ysel^— of thy people, (for, surely, it is thy 
duty to protect them) and depart while thou 

*^ Aud; what am I, that I should do this 
thing?'' said Guatimozin. ^^ Listen to me^ son 
of the dayspring : the children of Spain are 
wolves and reptiles ; the iztli is sharp for them, 
and it must not spare. But thou, the young 
^i9jg|0,^ shalt remain the friend of Guatimozin. 
Has not MaUntzin eaten of thy blood? is he 
npt^like the big tiger that takes by die throat ? 
and who shall draw him away ? Canst thou 
remain, and smile on another sunset ? I bring 
thee liberty." 

" How ! " said Juan ; " is Villafana this 
traitor, that he will permit me to escape ?" 

^^ He is a rat with two faces," said the 

* • 

prince, significantly ; ^^ he fears the wrath of 
MaUntzin; he loves gold, but he says thou 
sbalt not go till to-morrow^ and to-morrow thou 
wilt be in Micdan, the world of caves. But 
Guatimozin can do what the traitor Christian 

E 3 
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will not. The Eagle is very brave: heMAtU 
kfflhisfoe." 

As Guatimozin spoke, he drew from bis ii/ofk 
a Spanish dagger, long, sharp, and exceedingly 
bright,-— a relic of the spoils won from the in- 
vaders in the Night of Sorrow, — and offered it 
to the prisoner, adding, 

^ When I depart, a soldier will &sten the 
door. If thou art strong-hearted, thooi canis^ 
rash by, dealing him a blow. At the waters 
edge, by the broken wall, thou wilt find a friend 
with a canoe ; it is Techeechee. Is not Tenocb- 
titlan hard by ? Guatimozin, the king of Mexi- 
co, will make his fnend welcome.*' 

** Prince," said Juan, sadly, " this thing can- 
not be. Why should I strike down the po<Mr 
sentinel ? He has done me no wrong. What 
would become of thee? Thou couldst not es- 
cape. What would become of Villafana, who, 
knave though he be, has yet done much to 
serve me ? And what, to conclude, would be- 
come of m€, escaping from Christians, to take 
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tx^foge among thy unbelieving people)^: I Loim 
die^ prince, but I can be neither renegade .mr 
.IfWState." ■ -. 

- ^^ Is tb^e nothing in Tenochtitlan that lilll^Us 
in the thoughts of the captive ? I will h^[wty 
good tt> thee; and thou shalt drink "Uiebloc^ of 
thy foe/' 

^^ Prince," said Juan, firndy, ^* thine eye can- 
not search the soul of a Christian, Malintzin 
)i«^ done me a great wrong, yet would I not 
harm a hair of his head : no, heaven is j^y w^t- 
ness ! I can forgive him even my death, how- 
ever unjust and cruel/' 

^^ It is a dove of Cholula that speaks in jbfae 
voice of my friend," said the infidd, latruck 
with as much disdain as surprise at the ^viant 
of spirit, which his barbarous code of honour 
discovered in a lack of vindictiveness : ^^ Is 
a man a worm that he should be trampled 
on?" 

*^ No," said Juan, bitterly — for he could «ot 
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resist his feeUngs of indignation, when he 
suffered himself to consider his degradation ip^ 
this lifi^ht. '^ Had I resisted him in his first 
ang^r, had I resented his first injustice^ had I 
provoked him by any complaint, then might I 
th^^k of his course with submission. But I 
have not ; I have been, indeed, as thou sayest, 
a worm, at all times helple3s^ at all times 
unresisting. Others have complained, some 
have defied him, but they passed unpunished. 
I, who have yielded, like a woman, escape 
not: I creep from the path of his anger,. b\^t 
his foot follows me, — turn which way I will, 
it crushes me. Even Befo will show his 
teeth sometimes — I have seen him growl when 
Cortes struck him — and by mine honouTi I 
think he struck him, because he was once 
mine !" 

How far, by indulging such thoughts, he 
might have wrought himself into the very spirit 
which Guatimozin was surprised to find absent. 



•; 
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^ ^ n6t venture to say. He was inter^d 

by the sudden re-entrance of Villafana, who im- 

« ■ ' ... i- 



mediately exclaimed, 

^^ Will you have my brother Najara divihg 
in upon you ? Pho, you talk too loud : *tis well 
you were gabbUng in Mexican. Hark ye, OUn, 
you knave, get you gone ! to your den, sirrah ! 
— Pray, senor Juan, tell this rascal, in his own 
gibberish, that he cannot remain a moment 
longer f5pom his lock-up, without being discover- 
ed. — Come, fellow, come : you shall have more 
talk to-morrow." 

. ■ ;- J J * 

So saying, the Alguazil conducted the Mexi- 
can away. A few moments after, he returned 

■ ■ ■ ' i" ' ■ '. " / 
alone. Juan, still disordered and brooding over 

his wrongs, paced to and fro over the narrow 

limits of his cell. His agitation increased with 

each step, and, at last, finding that Villafana 

did not speak, he exclaimed, 

. " Come, Villafana,— I know what thou wilt 

say,— ^am I not used dog-like? He disdained 

even to sit upon the trial, to ask me what I had 
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tanrge in excuse of my folly ;lmtrklibl]W'lnci 
judges^ who were content to ask ^ Didstt ItboiH'r 
this?* and ^ Didst thou that?' with<»it pennijtHr 
ting me a word of defence. Surely^ I had mudir 
proTocation in the matter of Guzman; and^ as* 
for thei decree, it should have been remdm^ 
bered, that I was come into the camp toa shoft 
a time to have made it as fast in my nmid as 
otiiers/who had heard it, daily prodaimdd for 
months* I must die for this I-^— die like a huated/ 
asssassin ! — my hand stuck against the prisfon-^ 
door ; my body given, perhaps, to fatten the 
lean hogs that will fatten my judges ! Oh, by 
heaven, this is iatolerable to think on !" 

" Thou wilt believe, now, that thou wert sent 
to the South Sea for no good ?" 

^^ Ay, I will believe anything," said Juan, irt 
increasing excitement. ^^ And this too ! scarce 
an hour returned from my sufferings, endured 
for him,— endured to regain his good-will ! Ay, 
and before I had done speaking, he would have 
sent me to Mexico, to be sacrificed there ! — 
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befoseldnid eaten and drunk! before I had 
reslt^ Hty wearied body, before I had recn^d 
my exhausted strength! — ^Tell me, Yilkfdnal 
was it not by his design I was entrapped into 
giting shelter to— But, no ! that could not be j 
in that, at leasts he must be innocent. But, in 
the rest, it is oppression^ grinding, intolerable 
oppression 1*' 

^ Well, I marvel he did not let thee off with 
a scmirging,'' said Yillafana, swallowing another 
draught from the neglected flask. ^^Come, 
drink, and we will discourse together." 

^ A scouting !" said Juan, seizing the Al* 
guazil's arm \|ith a grasp which showed that 
imprisonment and sorrow had not altogether 
robbed him of strength ; " dare you talk to me 
of scourging ?" 

"Ay, marry," said Villafana, whose object 
seemed to be to excite the slumbering fury of 
the young man, and who now, in the effect of a 
wordusedfor another purpose,discoyered a point 
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oii widoli his equanimity was mit imp^^pgi^b|^^ 
" ay, faiUi ; for the whole army cries put iijk^, 
his barbarity, saying that he is murdmiig, 
you I so that he ahready talks of letting you off 
^ with a scourging.*^ He was as good wift. 



me.** 
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By the saints of heaven T' ^ried Ju^ 
snatching up the ds^er whic^h Guatirapzi^l)^.^., 
left, and striking it into the ta^k v;f}i &.%^^ 
which split the plank in twain, "w«pe. it, l^f^ 
own, I would drive this steel into the breast, of < 
the man that designed me to such dii^noy^^, 
Scbttrg^ me 1 Thanks be to heaven, that sqfids 
this weapon!" ^ ^^^^ 

^^Oihe, senor !'* said Villafana, with counter- 1 

Hah ! and you have a dagger too ! Come, seSor^^ 
give it up/' 

^^ Fool,*' said the prisoner, " thy bitter words 
have unchained me at last, and driven me to 
desperation. I»will not yield this wei^on but 
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ivith' iny life. Wo betide him that cofeci^ tg^, 
me ndtii a sc6tu!ge, were it Don Hexwrnt hicnr 
selfr / ,; 

^^ You will resist him then?— Why now yw 
are a man again ! Sit down ^ fear not : yoi| sb^^ . 
have a better weapon. Come, let us drink ^... 
little: 'tis a raw night, and rainy. Hcgre's 
siiccesis to our vengeance— a quart of blood 
aj^iece! Methinks, you are more wronged than 
myself— Tlierefore, you shall strike the firs* 
blow. I give you this privilege, out of frien4:^ 
sMp. The second is mine/' 

While Yillafana held forA in these exti^aor-^ 
dinary terms, Juan, shocked into composure, 
became aware that the wine, which the Alguaoil 
plied with characteristic infatuation^ had alrea^E 
made serious inroads upon his bram* f{^; 
ogled and smiled, with a stupid contortion of^ 
eountenance, which was meant to be signifi- 
cant; his articulation was impeded, i»)d bif( 
expressions coarser than usual; and. witl^iE^|. 
being positively drunk, he was reduced to that 



co«n&^ tm '-i 



! <'-,'■ 



ooDdition m ^vliich the natural piopeasiticB/f;e8 
the better of all artificial quaUties. Hoioey he 
beeame fierce and bloody-minded, witiumt 
Abplajing any of tiie subtle cautionisBeBa «nd 
bttimii^ inqnisitiveness, that were common td 
him in his sober hours. It was for this reaMoi 
ibat he proceeded to unfold the secrets oS his 
breast^ widiout bemg in any degree abacdied by 
the looks of horror, with whidi Juan ttsavd 
him. ' • !'-jii 

^ Know then, brother Juan," said he, ^ thM 
thou shalt lap the blood of Don Deosonioato^ 
morrow morning, at the banquet-table ; and 
afitorwards hang up Guzman with tiune owki 
hands. Thou art too white-livered, or tiioif 
ahouldst have known of the matt^ earlier. 
Also, thou shalt have thy fair mm again^ «& 
before :•— 4hat is, upon condition she likes 4i6^ 
bf^ter than me; which may be, or may luit^ 
ibr who can tell whetiier the star wfflsfao^l 
into the marsh, or fall upon the mountieiinT^^^ 
Bah! it is a pity I brought the^ noli aftbllier 
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flagon* \Basta t I will drink no more ; fbritius 
kc i^ tilde to be thick*«witted» — Now then, 
Jwainit9 qmerid&y we have broiight our comspii^ 
fac^toahead; and out of the ninehiind]nid 
Christians in this town there are two hundred 
and ibrty sworn on dirk, buckler, and crxu^ifix, 
to our. whole game,* — three hundred who.wifl 
wink and 'stand by till the play is orer^^^tiba^e^ 
hviidlred who will swear faith to the devil himr 
self, when Don Demonios lies hid in his pocket, 
^nd as for the rest, why we must e'en have 
some hanging and stabbing.'' 
r ^^ In heaven's name," said Juan, ^^ whatidoe^ 
lilQU n&ean? Art thou really mad? Bethsak 
tbee what thou art sajring !" 

«'Ha!" cried ViUafana, "wilt thou skulk 
backwards, after all? Dost thou jH'elend td 
^po0e us ? We had some thoughts of making 
tjk^ one of the three chief captains. This Olea 
niailds to; for he swears thou art the best 
lead^.io; Ihe camp/' 
:D)f: li Cteflpar 4wom amoi^ you ?" said Juian^ 
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with a faint voice, his detestation of the bloody 
seheme arousing him to the necessity of sifting 
it to the bottom — for he forgot his captivity, 
&nd thought only of arresting the progress of a 
treason so fearful. 

"Ay," returned the Alguazil; "and better 
-men than he. Come, clap thy name^ to the 
pftper, and I swear thou sbalt have a cpinmand 
among us, though I should kill thy rival-candi- 
date Gil Gonzales, wi& my own hand. Do^t 
thou not know these fellows? W^ have hi- 
dalgo» among us.' 

As he spoke, he pulled from his bosom a 
paper, on which Juan read with affiright the 
names of several men of rank, mingled with 
those of common scddiers, with many of which 
.he was famiUar. His first thought was to 
secure this dreadful list, and calling to the 
guards about the prison, arrest the Alguazil 
upon the spot. A moment's consideratiiQn 
determined him to take further advantage of 
the communicativeness of the traitor, un^l 
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inade acquainted with all the details of the 

^conspiracy. He bridled his anger, ther^^ftwrfe, 
knd concealing his horror under an appearance 

"of doubt and hesitation, to which his tfeihblfilg 
agitation gave no little force, he said, ' • 

"How is this ? Are these names good and 
true?'^^- -'-'' 

' ^^See you hot Barba Roxa^s sign-^maTniM, 
near the bottom of the list ? He subscribed it 

"last night. He draws the figure of a knife wett, 
as one who' knows how to use it. But as for 
thee, nino mio, thou art able to write thy sig- 

' nature in full.*' 

"Stay,** cried Juan. "What are you- to 
do ? You spoke of a banquet, and the mbtn- 
ing. Assassination, hah ?** '7 

" Did I not tell thee before ? Look,** said 

i 

the Alguazil, with a harsh laugh, displayiifig 
a letter, well secured with wax and fiflct, 
on which was written the name of tiie 
Captain-General. « Know, that this letter, 
written carefully on the outside, by iinie 
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oyfU hmd^ (for theare i» no€hiag w^Mxi^i 
ftoip llie aenor's sire, old Don MartiB^ nidtiDip. 
tb$ devil take to his rest^ for fiu&erii^' s& 
iU-tempered a son. This letter, thou jmsat,- 
]axQw" he went on with a chuckle of self- 
approvit>g craft, ^' came in the ship of SeviUe 
that brought this good wine, and was, by^ 
an eyil accident, detained on the way. Knowf 
sirrah, and this is my device : The genend ! 
hath foigotten to invite me to his feast to«^ 
morrow, in honour of his saint*<lay, or some 
other tiling — Quien sabe ? It is very rude^ 
But he has invited aU my cabaUeros on this 
paper, and some four score soldiers, who are. 
down likewise. The rest will take their ease . 
in the vestibule, and on the square to be 
ready • What do I then ? Marry, this : I ^ 
break in upon the revel with the letter in 
my hand, and a dagger in my sleeve: the 
others crowd round with congratulations, and 
I strike him under the ribs— Pho ! I forgot;, 
thou canst not have the first blow, as I-'* 
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jraimbeidfiliil&e; but thoxi shftit foilo ek>ak6d> 
Txpitb^thei^y^, and be free to take the seccmd.' 
-rt»What dodt thou think of my plot, hrfiy 
dtor devil! Hah r 

'^^^That it is the most damnable and daer- 
t^dly ever devised by villain, and shall bri^g 
thee to a viliain^s death. Rogue! didst thou' 
tbsik fiiou Gouldst tell this to me, and live? 
I iiave thy treason in my hand, and wiB 
use ' it '2BSi> .'it becomes an honourable man and 
Christian* What ho, guards I treason, trea- 
son!?' 

<3reatly astonished as Villafana was by this 
unexpected defection, the shock served rather 
to^ sober than affiight him. He gave the 
prisoner a look of unspeakable malice, and 
whipping out his sword and calling for help 
as clamorously as Juan, he assaulted him with 
the lutmoat fury. At the same time, five or 
six of the guardsmen rushed in, and to Juan^ii 
utter dismay, instead of aiding to secure the 
A^uazil, Tosfaed upon him, some with their 
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fisqp^ars, to transfix Yvm agfdo^t IbitL^all^ ViI#b 
^MhetS) springiBg beHud ]iii»> «fi^«im4r>r)MiP 
M t^r aiiis> and hurled li^ ^pO|3<(l^^riSof)|'. 
Iti ,«ii iRflrtant, he had lost- bqth l^f^.-y^^|t%l 
list and the dagger of Giiatimozi^, §11^ t^^jifs 
at the mercy of VUMwai who. Ij^z|clj;/upon 
Jmi hnmty add shortened Ju% ^9^01^;^ d|f|- 
patch him with a tiurqiHt. P^,,^ t^ ygry 
^moment when' he had ^>TO^ijijiR»rjflt..^pe, 
j^ was comqpieiiding bis :w)i^i|»;^jjj|fl|(^, 
itibie sayage and exulting: lallgh^witb;w]^h;,1^ 
A%iiiizfl aimed at his throat, wa» cl);ijpgf^ 
f^ .9^{ exclamation of alarm and jpai% ^^^Jip 
started the assassin, and Juan, springing also 
to his feet, he beheld, with surprise, the 
figure of La Monjonaza standing betwixt him 
and the assailants. The gray mantle had 
fellen from her head and shoulders, revealing 
a form of the finest symmetry, and a coim- 
tenance convulsed into beauty, such as might 
have become a warring Bellona ; to whom 
she might have been well compared, only 
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^iffct ill- f^laeb of the whip and tovcb mhifii 
^^^'mcMiimg mytiiology has put into the imiiAst 
&f 'ttie goddess, she held an emUem eqnaHy 
'^itpressive, in a short dagger, ghsamingwith 
'l^od from the shoulder of ViUafaila/ ' '^ 
' " Vilkin !" she cried, after looking las if 
sike would have repeated the blow, ^^ art thoU 
liibt jret reqmted ? Begone !" 
' Viliid the diseomfited traitor, scowling and 
^]pbinting at the blood trickling from his 4rm, 
^ttd yet obvibusfy qtutiling befoare her stsm 
^^S&wn, left the prison, followed by the gi^rds, 
Viio seemed even more terrified than hmsetf*, 
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CHAPTER VI. 



' I 



JvAtf stood, fc^ ^ moment, C0nfoun<jb4 
in the presence of bis preserver;, m^ ^*^ 
4aleI^L, gnidualiy exchanging her fierop ei^pre$,-T 
sion for one more becoming her sex, appeare4 
at last, as he had seen her before, pal^j. 
saddened^ and subdued. As she sank iaU> 
this softened temper, her eye fell upon the 
crimsoned blade: and it was curious to se^ 
with what feminine horror, disgust, and shame, 
she cast it from her, and to contrast this 
display of undissembled feelings ^ith, her la^r 
Amazonian bearing and act. i , .y.^ - .^^ 
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^* Magdalena,'' said Juan, a thousand emO'^ 
tions at onoe ocmtending in his bosom, ^^ you 
have saved my life. Haste now and protect 
that of Cortes : for^ be it dear to thee or not, 
yet it is not fitting he should be left to 
the knife of an assassin. Acquaint him from 
me — nay bear it not from me ; for I will not 
seem as if I. sought to purchase my life 
wit^ the confession -^ acquaint him that a 
dreadful conspiracy, headed by the knave 
Villafana, is about to burst upon his head. 
If he seize not the traitor to-night, Ifet 
him beware who approaches the banquet 
tb-fnorrow. Above all^ let him be on bis 
gUard against any one who affects to bring 
fetters from his father. Haste, maiden, haste ? 
for perhaps Villafana, wrought upon by tts 
i^rs^ may discharge his tndn of horrors tbfs 
vc^y- night.'' ' "^ 

' ^/** Dost thou thus seek to preserve him who 
1^" so basely compassed thine own £fe 7'' 
said Magdalena, less with with surprise than 

V 2 
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sorrowing admiration* " Think not of Cbrtes, 
but of thyself : thou hast not ma^ny fidiiS 
for thought/' -'"^ 

^^ Alas, Magdalena," said Juan impatiently; 
" you do not believe me. I swear to yoSi^ 
that what I say is true : Yillafana is a trai^ 
tor, and is now on the poiiit of assassltiating 
the Captain-General/' ' ' "■ '' "'^' ^^ 

^^ If he were about assassinating tb^c^^'^A 
the Captain-General knew it, what aidx^cfol^ 

r 

thou expect from the Captain-Genera ? t^ 
joined La Monjonaza. ^ ' 

^ Maiden I** swd Juan, frowning, seveteiyi 
^^ in this coldness of purpose, now that tHbu 
art acquainted with the act, thou art con* 
nivirig at murder !" 

Apparently this reproof touched Magdal^iifi 

■ ■'■ ' f- • . ' ' ^ - 

to the quick. She started, shuddered, aiid 

turned as if to leave the prison ; but chang- 

ing W purpose, stepping up to the B^^ 

and assuming a boldness which she di^ nol^ 

feel, she falteringly asked. 
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^ *' Ja there no case in which such con^ 
^yi^i^c^e might be excusable ? But a moment 
since/' (and here she bent her head upon 
hfjc .bpsom,) " I was about to commi/ mur-^ 
(i[er-^H^d I slain Villafana^ wouldst thou 
t^€U) have thought the act criminal ?'* 
,** Surely not, surely not," said Juan$ " for 

in this case thou wert arresting the blow of 
g^gut^^^rofit, to kill whom in the act, , were 
Jgjjf. ^eer justice, An4 according to law. And 
j^ I wo\ild that the blow had been struck 

by another. It is not seemly for a , woman 

• - • • ■ ji, . 

^(['iW^ a dagger, and still mpre^ inmroper 
^^ she should use it/' ^ , ^ .^ 

r 

^.^,What if she be attacked by a villain 
*f?0!i • '.-,". r ..I. .. -i- ■■-,. 

and no helper nigh ?" demanded thje forlorn 
girtt " Heaven has given me no protector, 
T**My father, my brother, and my friend — ^ 
they all he in this little steel /' and as she 
up the weapon from the floor, as if 




no k«ffer ashamed to bear it, a ghastly 
smile beamed from her visage, like the flash 



of a Medusa amid the foam of a goeiic^^gg^tf 
baiow/' 

** Speak no more of Cortefi," $he oqss^ 
tiuued^ obseiviag that Juan waa about to 
rewtae the subject of the conspiracy; ^^ he is 
far. better ahla to pfotect himself than thou. 
Were there twenty poniards in Villa&na'S: 
ha^d) and were hia ana as extended, as hiae 
mahcei 7^^ eould he not reach even iih 
the heel of Don Heman, His fate is written^ 
«^yes9 more ine^tably than thine; for thoit; 
faaat yet Qne hope of deliv@rai«ce, and YiUiH 
fanav}ia&: none*-— ^ListeKib to me^ Juan hesn^osL^ 
it is perh9|)|$ the last time on earth tl^t X 
sb^ l$p^2ik tothec^ If thou reject mine^ 
offer. ;this nighty I caU heaven^ to wknesa> 
thatr^I will leaire thee to thy fate/' 

'f. Magdalena/' said Juan firmly, " y^ 

have spoken of this before. God pvoteiCtt 

tibee^ for tbere is a wall of adamant foe^ 

WpGR us.*' 

n^^ Be it so/' mi the lady; ^^ aoad let .it? 
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W.hi^er than &y wishes^ deeper tiuai ^&^ 
scorn, so thou unit leave this hnd and re^ 
tuim to it no more/' 

^^ 0» the morrow> Magdalena, I dk^'' 
sfdd Lerma^ with unabated resohition. ^^ Hear 
then the counsel of a dying man, who cai^ 
yet caH himself your friend. Do what yov 
have recommended to me: leave lihis land/ 
dud, in the gloom of a doister, expiate.'**'-^ 

•** Yet again?" exclaimed the maiden, with 
an eye of fire. ^^ This is to distmct me \ 
Oh ! if thou knew how unjustly thou has^' 
plftlited daj^evs in my bosons— daggers to^ 
whieh this thing of steel is but as th^ 
thom of a rosebud — ^thou wouUst kill <hy^ 
self rather than speak them again !^ But Iv 
matters not: whether thou Hvest or dies<j,^ 
still must thou know that I am wronged*-* 
listeti to me— I will speak of Hilario — " 

^ Let it not be so,"' said Juan; and then 
solemnly added^ ^^ Learn that, yesternight 
the ' wretched Villafana, who by some nia-^ 
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gical science, seems acqaajnte4 w\^J^ Mt^ 
eretd of all in this camp, gave .me Uk^^Jfgflt 
what I did not before dream. . H^^ojej^ 
when \ plucked thee from the wpr^^^.J^ 
dreamed for a moment that I loved .tbec;.'^ 
-*-The maiden trembled firoin head to £ki^ 
and Juan was himself ^eatlx agit^ated ;? *^^ 
beheld qae in whpoi, £rom th^ «ct» of f^^ 
ing her a life, I might fancy, a, tie .j^j^clu;^ 
did not ,exist between me ^nd.^any, q^^){^ 
human being, from the time of tibe d^^lj^ 
of my poor father up to that l^&ppy boi»r« 
But had that affection ripened eveu i?^]^ 
such as Hilario avowed," (Here Mag;^ale^a»> 
waved her hand impatiently ;) *^ nay, ha^ .^ 
plighted with thee faith and troth', and di^ 
we stand this moment before the altar, mi^,. 
passion would be at once changed ^ . awfi„ 
and horror to Hnow that I waa tveddil^^, 
the spouse of Heavep. Magdalelia, i a ^|ig^ 
of j>enitence can scarcely remove t^ s^./^ 
broken vows !" 
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*** "Siy iiot this,** exclaimed the unhappy 
lafegia^hd, veheinentiy : " What knew I oi" 
^lH£ or heaven when> imprisoned in a cell 
ffom chfldhood upwards, I gave up the one 

m 

for the other? Heaven broke the oath 
which oppressors exacted ; else, wherefore 
was I saved of all the sisters, and thrown 
iip<m a land where cloisters were unknown? 
Fbr^tiiiese vows could I have procured a 
dfi^ipetisation. Hast thou never heard of such 
bein^ dissolved?** 

** Sureily I have,*' said Juan, mildly, de- 
smtig to allay the agitation of his visiter: 
^it 'was told to me by Villafaria, that the 
sefior Camarga, (aii insane man, who made 
an attempt on my life,) Was oiice a monk 
oi^-'St. Dominic and an Inquisitor, and per* 
mift^d to revoke his vows^ for some worldly 

f « 

piirpose, I know not what; and I have 
heard it also said, that the sister of Don 
tfernsin was dlowed to leave a nunnery 

p3 
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to wed some great noUeman. of- . Anda^ 
hisk/' 

^^ It is enougV' said Magdalena^ caJnUy^ 
"*' flie row was suspended, not brokm^-^ii 
wffl be resumed, when the purpose fm 
Whi^ 1 now live is aeoompiished^ mod 
Would have been before, but for the- acsif 
deht which brought me to tibas kudk*-* 
Juan Lerma^ I will not ask tiiee wfaj-.thfiM 
irefusest Bfe at my hands: but it is.oflhred 
thee by one wronged and defamed, not ?dbi< 
graded. If thou lire, it is well thou shouidat 
know the truth, and remembe* me witboni 
watempt ; if thou die^ the graire sfaaU not 
cover thee in ignorance* Hilario--H&tart noft, 
frown not, tremble not, for the truth mua^ 
be spoken— ^Hilario abused thy beMef, thsd 
he' m^ht break my heart, and perhaps, idtte 
thine; for he hated nie> because I repelled 
his love with contempt, and the^, becaosQ 
h» )mew^^)ecause he suspected,-*-^that i^mm 



/ s 
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wM^ctheicauae, Yon. fouglitf he feU^*-ran4^ 
with what seemed his dying Hps, (for evf^u 
ix^ death his sjAte wa& not diminishecjt,) re- 
|ieated the demoniacal falsehood; boasting of 
the degfadation of one whoae only sh«(ii3# 
was that she did not reqnite hist prewmp^ 
%S0ii with a dagger. ' 

Ag«n ti« figure «f the uidiaH)y gbrl wa» 
«lmatfd by pasadioa into the port o£ a 40^ 
iMaroi^Qg'ddty^ Bt^t she p^ceived that^J[pw 
was shocked by a. display oi fire so uawor 
laanly, and^ indeed, so fearfuji; and this in^ 
itenlly transformed her into another hwg- 
j^Timr too> thi» too,^' she cried, sheading 
ICMTs of husEiihation, ^^ this too^ is a c^nr 
8«qiaence of \m malice, for it has converted 
me. into the thing I am not,*— into wh^ 
seema a fbvy or a demon* Dost thou, be^ 
&6itte I am«-r-dost thou believe I was a crea* 
tare: fi^nned of p^ssioiis, that should belong 
eoly to meii? No! oh beav^i^ oh noi it 
is the madness that eomes from the viper's 
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tODdi. Stang, vai&^A, nibbed: df ^«i9^«^naAfi 
hsppitiei^^ how eTi^ call a woman sit dicMim 
in peace^ unless nhe can die? unlen odie 
<5ahodfef She will have het vengeance, b©^ 
lieve it; and well is it for her, when it is 
Hl^dii^by tlie h«iids of a bwttoer^ ^Miire". — 
Yet, beb^ve this, if tbo«r irik/ for I 'Msifi^ 
^bat i wa»; bdieve ^iight^hnflMi/k^ jm^ 
th6 lies of Hifaaria. With hi» %9ng^ii^ 
be- idefiuned ine***iiiritii fas»< ctykig hanpdr'iftife 
-DSIiroked ' :the . skader, aiod avowed* * li^miSf 
iH' rviUiiiiii.i .£eho]d' the reAitatioili-; ofi^'pesBs* 
iutBMy*". .. • ; •• . ^ 1 = t; 

}.:>;^B 4sh6 spoke, she dtew from ber Inkscnal^niiriiii 
a^lsrembling gnu^^ and put into Juaa^s^ tic sere}) 
yofii paper, on whicb4ie read, widi extreme bati^ 
.prise, the fioUowin^words^ t3»oed with: a^bond 
^ble/and agitated, yet well known to bini^i:r!^ 

io ^ Wl»,t I huve siiid of Magdalena^ db^^Mau-^ 

ifragio/' '(OY Migdalena of the Wjmic^ ifor^itjjr 

this name she was known at Isabela,) ^^ is false* 
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la^nHiMe^ «nd foUy I haAre kid pftijUTy oimmj 
nof^i tmd^ nui I now speak the trutib^vLppa^ 
•iiMinrai to forgive me»»-^ABieiiv : . -..'^ 41? 

« 

** Antonio BBC*; MiLA.«iliOk'i-n 

■>^'>t<jrbcid hi^Men l" said Juaa^. ^* ki.itposaUsle 
AntcHiiio i could ecanmit tUs 4^ta«dly (Crin^ 
^MaiB, Afagdidena^ I have done yoQ.tr gri6¥d«s 
ffj^n|^vM(d l^beseecK' you, - iMiJdon' metrrr-This 
-tibii^^^ivlas not only widted^ but marv^lo«A» 
Q%Be»:p«ipe^ is stained with bkiodM^The iaksts 
seaqiiife; me of his death, fofc it wttis I who shed 
it! I am glad he died penitent-— ^Whait 
dneoiogbt rfaitn to this justice ^ I biekl mjr dagger. 
^ffiUs^throat^ yet he cried, with sdeinUalh'iiHdiae 
^and oounge, ^Strike, for-—' ButO^'^witt) not 
tropeat his sinful and exalting falsehbodsi-T^Afaui, 
that hii < blood should be upon my soul I tiite 
blood of his father's son !" 
iiiiMagyteleaa surveyed the self-iucciiisiii^ Idoks of. 
^epris^pber, with nrach emotion; and t^ru^.dr. 
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tfarioe she opened her lips ta give him eonsbrt^ 
or to contmiie her dark and fldngabr story, ankd 
yet failed^ as maay times, to speak. At last,; 
she cdas^d her hands upon her bosom, as if, 
by an effort of physical strength, to give sup-* 
port asid resolution to her heart, and said, mlb 
low and interrupted accents, 

^^ Lament no more for a si^ l^u- hast nftf 
committed. Thou wert deceit^d-i^IiSipirio^ dkck 
ntoit fay thy hands.'^ :1 

"Hah!" exclaimed Juan, "^dost thou tell' 
me the tnatii ? Is Hilario yet living ? God be 
thanked! God be thanked ! for I am not «: 
murderer!*^ 

He fell upon his knees, and looking up to ' 
b«ftv«n with joy, bdi^d not the grief and trepi^ 
dlitios with which his companion surreye^ hte . ' 
niptures. 

*^ I told thee, not that he hyed, but that thou - 
didst not slay him," said the nun, with an eS&rt. 
-i-^ Had my fatfa^ come to my side, iirtd*:- 
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laoked xspan thk paper, after hearing ih» storf 
of Hilaiio-'B baseness, what think yofii he idionM 
hftvedoDe?" 

^ KiHedhim, i must allow/' said Jttan, riski^ 
to has feet : ^^ for even his deep penitence could 
MSarody he permitted to stand as the sole pe* 
nalty of such an ofibice*^ — ^Alas, Magdalena, 
my mmd is beset with sore misgirings. How 
vrml that paper obtained ? How did Hilario die ? 
Thou growest pale I Heaven i^ieU me ^ didst 
thou, didst thou-^ ?'^ 

He paused with terror. The maiden replieci 
iaslantlyy and almost with finnneas : . 

^ Hear the truth, even to the last syllable f 
for even th^ good opbiion I will not purchase 
by subterfuge. To Yilla^uia, — ^a wreteh^ wbooe^ 
manifold villanies thou couldst not dream, (foit 
know, that, being a sailor in the ship that bore 
the. unlucky sist^s, he devised and accomphi^ed 
its ^destruction, that he might iie^piously obtain 
the: holy vessels of silver and gold — Ay, it waa 
Villafana, and not the tempest, that drove us 



H» -^ CORTES, Oft 



ill 



upon the rocks of Alonso— ) to ViHafana,'fetJi3^ 
whom I learned the cause of the dii^l and "^ 
thy flight, I committed the charge of dfefeinfii^ 
this recantation. — Was this wrong?" she eaf-'^* 

IT . J ■ - • ^ 

cl4uhea, giving way to afiiight, for Juan*s looks 
of horror could not be mistaken : " they wfeife 
two fiends together ;— the viUaitt strufck ifii "^ 
viliain,-the— " ' ' . - :k w £ 

** M urderess 1 murderess !'* dried Juan t26udf^ 
recoiling from her. ' 'ylusi^ 



T* 



A ghastly smile passed over her countensnci^j 
and it grew into a faint laugh, v^hich|tO Jtifiii^* 
mistaken eye,- (for hfe thoiight it the merittnenSP**^ 
of 'swtis&dkiony or indifference) seemed unhdiii^ 
ral ' and'drdadM While she replied, her voice T^fS^ 
teff6Miy belying her feelings, as much as 313^^"^ 
ha? countenance, - -^ ■ *^ 

^likc^ dost not think I employed hifn to- 36^ 
mtMer ? I appeal to heaven, I did nbt i&^ttMS^ 
he 'woold do ftught but compel the reeaiitiiili<K^ 
fromtile wounded man. — •What! bid hkn^ki^^ 
one> so»4iefeDceless ! Hadhe beenu Bttdsii^9^ul 



w 
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Wt^ll jnhmed,, .tl^n perhaps^ indeed,^— then per-. 
haps^I might have, thought it. I sought but 
for the paper; the rest was the deed of Villa-, ^ 

,** 0|i heaven ! oh holy heaven !" criied Juaiij ,^ 
^^^Slf^ nqt another word: rather let lae, die^. 
th^heyuc au[)re. Away! avaunt! tho^ art.not^^ 
a woman, but a fiend ! and all is nqw as it . 
wa|u and wpps^.— *What, blood-stained I blopdr 
stained !" 

^{^dal^na strode towards him^ striving p 
speaJc^but x^ould only utter the words^ Mnjp$-.^ 
ticf^/^-^mjii^ticel' mingled with the . charge j,,. 
^ I^ve .Me3(ico/ that still made a part of bjQi'j.: 
^Ma^turb^ thoughts. Had not Juan beei|..^^^.. 
tii^ljC overwhebned by his horror, h» miast h^^ j 
observed, that her mind was, at this mooaQpt^,,^ 
coi||^i4^e4 beyond the degree of mj fWP^ 
agil^l^ ^ that she wasj in fdct^ in a eonditiot^rp^ 
botiiiUlaneQiiig and pitiable. Her coant»t)iiii0ec^.; 
wasi iaoA death-like, her accents wholly miim^A 
tutal^ajfcL these wtis^rfaoin^ing oC ddfannQisQttfo 
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icfiotcy iin the manner with which, while ^M^ 

iriTittering the broken reproof, * InjustlGe/ ^^lid^ 

the charge, ' Leave Mexico,' she, all the While, 

• • - _ '. 

extended the blood-stained paper, as if entreat^ ' 

ing him again to receive and peruse it. 

As it was, he gave utterance to his horror in^ 
the words,— 

^'Miserable wom«in! the ^nial forced irbm 
the lips of the murdered man is of a 'f»ccfe' 
With the spirit that compelled it— False, Mse, 
rfir -' 

At these words, the paper dropped from hie?^ 
hands, another vacant smile distorted her visage/- 
and she turned to depart ; but before she hal4^ 
taken two steps she tottered, and fell to iW^ 
floor w5fh ^ dreadful scream, that instantly 
brought the guards into the prison. 

"The absc^bing nature of their conversation* 
had for the last two or three moments, rendered- 
both incapable of obscarving that some scene oF 
altercation had suddenly arisen at the dungeon ' 
door. High voices might be heard, as of one al> 
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teipfiately entreating and demcoiding udmittatice, 
which was gruffly denied by others. The shriek 
of Magdalena^ ringing in their ears like a cry oC 
deaths brought the contention to an end^ and 
aD rushing in together, they beheld Juan en- 
deavouring to raise the figure of his unhappy 
and lifeless guest from the floor. 

^ f^ JHps. p^ip t y peceam I I will kiH him where 
hp).^^ds^" exclaimed one, rushing forward. 

^"^IlTot so fest, senor Camarga,*^ cried the 
hunckback, who was at the head of all, snatch'*- 
ii^ the weapon from the hands of this indivi- 
di^al^ who seemed peculiarly to thirst for the 
I^iQKkI of the young islander. '^ Here's work 
for the bastinado ! Where's Yillafana, ye treacb- 
ecousdogs, that let women into the prison ? He. 
shall pay for it. — Harkee, senor Camarga; if 
you have any interest in this fair lady, you mfiy 
help bear her to the palace. Poor fool ! these 
WQUien love as arquebuses shoot : if you make 
theofi any obstruction, they burst in your hands 
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— and this is truer still of a musket^ if you 
thrust it into the earth. In mine own opinion, 
the young hound has scorned her. 

While Najara gave vent to these growling 
observations, Magdalena was carried out of 
the prison. The hunchback had reached the 
door, before Juan^ in the confusion of the 
moment, thought of calling him back, to impart 
to him the secret of the treachery. But 
Najara replied only, with ^ nj^ilediction, and 
departed with the lantern ; so that Juan was 
again left to night and solitude. 
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Meanwhile^ a scene of still more tragical 
character was on the point of being represented 
within the walls of the palace. 

It was a tempestuous night. The clouds, 
which had all day enveloped the pagan metro- 
polis, were, at last, gathered over Tezcuco, 
The wind blew in gusts, with frequent rain; 
and as the distant thunderbolts rolled with a 
rumbUng cadence over Mexico, vast sheets of 
lightning shot up in the west, illuminating sky, 
lake, and moimtain, with a cadaverous glar^. 
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Some five or six of the principal cavaEei^ 
were assembled with Cortes, in the great Hall 
of Audience, engaged in earnest and anxxotili^ 
debate. It happened, by accident, that the 
huge curtain, which, at night, was usualliir 
drawn over the window of alabaster^ had been, 
this evening, neglected by the attendants ; s<5 
that it remained, drooping in gigantic festoon'^ 
from the great beam, carved into a serpehtV 

r 

head, which held it at the top, 56wn to the 
lesser ornaments that supported it on the sides 
of the casement. The strong cords, by which 
it could be dragged into its place, hmig 
over the central beam, flappii^ ocfeasionie^ir' 
against the alabaster wall, as the gust, puffing 
in through the great door, whirled the smoke 
and flame of l!he lamps and torches, !&om the 
wa'Qs and pillars to whidi tihey were attached. * 
"Thus, though the alabaster slabs were tbb 
diick to transmit any ordinary ray, the lighter 

■-> , 

flashes of lightning made tibeir way tJirough;^^ 
and added, at times, a ghastly gtere tD tne ligfiif. 
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pfjljhe lamps in which the countenances of 
tht^ .cayaliers, perturbed, as they were, assumed 
such an unnatural hue as might have beseemed 
the ghosts of dead heroes rismg to earth, tp 
^leddle again in the sport of daughter. 

The visi^ of the Captain-General betrayed 
^eater anxiety, mingled with sterner wrath, 
than appeared on any other ; and wh^ he 
sppke, it was in accents brief jmd low, and 
ejcpeediiigly emphatic. 

"I tell you, cavaliers," he cried, " the mys- 
t^ry diat slmmds tSiis treason is more frightful 
than the treason itself. We are at finult, 
seoores, we are at &ult. We behold enoi^h 
tp. i^how us that the devib are at work about 
U8| but not to discover in what mode they -are 
toUimg. It is clear enou^ that YiUafana is a 
dog, and one day he shsQl hang ; but I know 
not in what manner, nor at what lime, he will 
bite. This is certain : he has suffered qme of 
thje Mexicans to leave his cell, and comanim^ 
cMe with Zifiotencal; it is certam, also, l3iat 
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this cor of Tlascala wiH leav^ the Otttf) b^^ 
day-dirwn ; and how many of his waifiom %i& 
f(rik>w after him, that I leave you to oonj^tur^. 
This I have from a true mouth. He is iil^ 
censed, first, on account of Juan ]jerma$' dud, 
•aeondly, I doubt not, the Mexican hi£s mmde 
the most of his growUng temper and {nreifi^t 
discontent. What sayst thou, Sandoval? 
What hinders thee to Ee in wait, and, fal^ 
lowing at his heels, so do witii him, ihii 
hiS'Ttesealans who desert afterwards, may be 
firightened on the path, and so return to us ? 
Th«!« are good trees on the wayside !^' 

^^ Ay," replied Don Gonzalo, grimly, *^ whcia 
tfa^e is any ^cecutioner's work towards, I am 
sure to phy jaok-ketoh. I ion loath to ded 
inth a man that hath been so valiant; but if 
he , be. a traitor, it is right he should die. What 
if I give him the bastinado, Turkwise ? . Me-^ 
thinks ihi^ would ■ bring him into a sounder 
temper." 
.^ I^ would but inflame the ehelet of hia 
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IVJ^ml <pe^lV' fl«d the sfarewde)^ geDer&l^ 
(fi#rl)^wr§f«t»; bia sudden death, dealt upon hiii 
^It^^Boto^ desertion, "will strike thbmr ivkk 

■ 

ff^ftr^ 'Pijse thou a rc^e widi thee^^niy jibil', 
jtodfeiurij^touse it." ui J -• 

!^h,^er]FQmig oavsdier nodded Miterit^ vaScid^^tiit 

i Kfii^xQ^H^i^i^ the aix^s9ad(Hfi, thitoiMcntly 
t||0|itifig - \^^ . a Jbra^c, methinks thdy hu^k 
^jjH^it^ail s^isim to protectioQ ?'' 
<^|'^.^4h^''^drAlvaraido; ^^aud the bf»tin^o> 
O^^iiich-iSandoval spakey may serve: tbQ good 
purpose of opening their lips, andrtiheeB&jr 
Ijgj^in^ not only the depA o£ th^^ l^l^Alan 
^||^e<^Qn, but the length to wbichLioVSUaftida 
|g^ his curs have gone with thesb^ iiSLekmu 
IPf^for them, and try the expei!imen1& iOr 
itPf- ^rrr are cords enough on the.t wrtkin} 
C|9f. oft these, twisted round the browxwstH k 
in($f4r^t!) I have known to briagi oat 9 
man's tongue as far as his eyes/' i/ c :::eJ 

siiP%cm|jyiMs imn^ to the. windd>iK.^iil fte 

VOL. II. G 
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bitter smile of the Captain-General was maide 

-.til"** 

death-like, by a flash, brighter than usual, 

.'... Jo 

shooting through the wall. vi ; • 

** A good thought," he said j " but we will 

not be precipitate. We have them secuied ; 

. ^ /^ 

and however Villafana may. permit them to 

speak with others, he is somewhat too wii^ 

to set them fre^. We will have this thine 

• ' - . , . . ,;.L. . ,. ;:i' Kill 

considered in the morning." 

At this moment Don fVancisco de Guzman 

• ' *■' V-' ' . . . — • . - ' ■> ' ■ 

made his appearance in the chamber, his visage 
disfigured by a black patch, and somewhat 
pale. But this, as it was soon discovered, way 
caused rather by care than sickness. 

"** Senor," he exclaimed, " I have been to 
see^ the ambassadors— They have escaped !" 

" Escaped P^ echoed Ck)rtes. " Thou art ber 
side ilihyself ! And the villain Algua^sil, has* he 
fled with them? I will tear his flesh with 

pincers ! What ! release the infidels under my 

• ■ • • . ih " 

eye ?^ 

^^ So please you," swd Guzmm, ^^ thU, I 

L^s •• - ..-• -■•••; - '- - -^--i i^^fe<*fl 
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tmnk, was no resolved treachery, but an effect 
of infatuation. The wine that camie to us to- 

tf « 

day was too strong for the watchmen : where 
they got it, I know not; but I found them 

■ • ' * . • ". ; t . i 

sound asleep at the open door/^ 

" They shall be scourged, till they drop more 

'C'v' : ' • • •• '• 'y 

blood than they have drunk wine," said Don 

fn>dv . t.. . -. ,. . • ' ''" 

leman, furiously. '' And the prison-guards 

also ? ,.Hah ? The prisoner has escaped?''. 

" Not so,*' said the cavalier : " all's well 
there, save-*-" 

" And Villafana ? Speak me the word-^Has 

he fled ?" 

- ,. Ml 

" Seiior mio, no : he is in the prison^ ca- 
rovLsing with Juan Lerma, as the guards Sfay. 

I heard his voice through the door." 

"**» • *. " " 

" Carousing ? does Juan Lerma take his 

death so merrily ? By'r lady, devil as he is, it 

is a sin to slay him !" 

" As to the prisoner," said Ouzman^^ " I 

know^not whether he be merry or not; btit I 

myielf (for I had mine ear to the door,) heard 

G 2 
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Villafana smack his lips, and vow he ^ would 
drink no more, this being no time to be thick- 
witted/ But every one knows Villafana : his 
bibbing once brought him to the strappado/^ 

*' Ay ; and it shall bring him to the gallows. 
— It is the fate of the can-clinker — all spoken 
in three words — drunk, whipped, and gibbeted ! 
— Didst thou worm naught from the guards ? 
They were of his own appointing.'^ 

^' Not a syllable,^' replied Guzman : " I do 
believe they have been too much frightened, 
and are now penitent men.^^ 

" It may be,'' said Cortes, '^ it may be ; but 
I would I could look into the dreams of Villa- 
fana. If I punish him for the flight of the am- 
bassadors, it may be that I disperse an impos- 
thume before it comes to a head ; or it may 
j)rove, that I drive the matter into the more 
vital organs of this body politic, till all be 
corrupted and consumed. What say ye to a 
little torture inflicted on Villafana himself? 
Yet he is a bold dog, and may not speak* 
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T^ey say he winced not under the lash. I 
swear to you, my friends, I am in a strait/^ 

While Cortes thus admitted the difficulty in 
which he felt himself pressed, and the cavaliers 
were divided in their counsels, they perceived a 
common soldier intrude himself into the cham- 
ber, and boldly approach them. 

" Hah V^ said-Alvarado, ever hot of temper, 

^ 

" who art thou, Sir Gallows-bird, that bringest 
thy knave^s pate among cavaliers in council ?^^ 

^^ Hold ! touch him not ; ^tis the Barba- 
Roxa ! " exclaimed Don Hernan. " What 
inipertinence is this, sirrah ? Who bade thee 
hitberward ?'^ 

« God and my good saint,'^ said Gaspar, 
flmging himself on his knees, and adding, with 
the greatest impetuosity, " Pardon, senor ! 
pardon for two unhappy men ! Or if that 
cannot be, why pardon then for one ; and I 
care not how soon you hang up the others." 

" What means the fool ? Art thou dis- 
tracted ?" 



, % 8«§Qr ! !' cried tive soldiw, pii^ji^jj^ 
hai^. f',I am.filmaTe and .traUpr,. :;Qn^)me 
ti^e.'JifepoC Juan Lerma, who mesgat^y^i^^ 
^PUg, .aad I .will give you, for the rope,[^ 
|ijH{or4j:twp hundred and fifty such tiaitpfi ,if 
the world never saw, and myself among 




for I h^ve sign.ed .my Jiame.with, J^i|^ j»iid 
yarrow, and sworp myself to brotl;iyerhQp4}t./Ufi^der 
%B jwn3 of l^U, which J c^ n^t, 1^^^ |ggn 
may come upon me/' . .: ,^^ 

.^f Let some one. .of you look to the. door,'' 



3ii,d( Cortes, qui/ofWy : *^and see. that the s^ 
^p\&.^pf^ their eyes open. — How. now, ^^t^p^. 
what is this thou sayest? Art thou indeed a 
j^j[aiD?.. I jshouJ^d have struck on th,e moptn 
any^ soldier that iiad said it of thee/' 

" I am what I said,'^ replied Caspar; ^*ypur 
j^cdlency risfused to listen to mCf when I 
plqiaded lor Juan Lerma ; and I was ina^|K^||. 
xj[i;,faid to myself, senor, ^ I have saved yowr Jiife, 
and yet you. deny me the life of npiy ^^p4» 
,¥^0|. ^ \S99'^^9^> broke a decree, jet b^ew no 
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^(HdflSfS^^sicEei^, senof^ you Called ine a <3[og, 
^iS^to^itecibte; ppesiimiiig dog;' vHxeitA'l 
VWti6t a dog 7Aen, but now. WeU/veSirt, 
while I Was in a pasmoh^ the devil caxoe to me, 
i&td tempted me, and I signed my -name id m^ 
poitlition." . . •: 

^'"^What!^ 6aid Atvamdo, recoiling Mtfe Sfel 
Wmti*h<itrdfy ^ haist thou really signed over ifty 
8o8i tb Sktan'? We will bflm thee, thou devil -i 
penitent) in a hot fire !" ■ ' ' 

''^^pe^m/* said Cortetsr. « What meanest 
mou by this mummery ? What devi Is Ai»'? 
for, lliotigh Sataii be wamug' ntnT among us, 
yets; i think, it could not ^e he." ' = •'"'" 
'^''**lt was Villafena,»' replied Gaspar; *•&« 

■ ' * . , 

heaven pardon me, for I think it ttni^t bk 

Apollyon in his likeness !'* 

*At this communication, the cavalieris M 

i^red tit one another, and Cortes exclaimed,' ! 
-">■{' .. 

' •*« Tw^ hundred and forty men ! Wlmt ! tufe 

'wiei'e sa'&any knaves of his party ?'* 

'«^Xy,1aiki 'rirttay more, who wafhdj)^ Mt 



f>rr 
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will not put down their names upon paper," 
replied , Gaspar. " But your excellency says 
nothing of Juan Lerma. If you will pardon 
him, your excellency shall hear all/^ 

" How, sirrah !" cried Cortes, sternly, " do 
you avow yourself a sworn traitor, and yet 
dictate to me terms of mercy ? Speak, or you 
shall have that to your brows which will bring 
out words with screams/* 

Gaspar sprang to his feet, — ^boldly, fearlessly, 
and even insolently, returning the look of the 
Captain-General : ; 

"Your excellency has no heart, and I have," 
he cried. " Do your will upon us both ; and 
reckon my death to your conscience, as you do 
that of Juan Lerma. You shall not have a 
word more. Here are my arms. — What cava- 
lier will demean himself to tie them ? I will 
meet your excellency at the judgment-seat." 

*^ Thou art but a fool," said Cortes, mode- 
• rating his anger, — or, at least, mollifying the 
' severity oAJiis accents; for his countenance 



.*> 
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yet gleamed with wrath. " Thou knowest that, 
having saved my life at Xochimilco, I can in 
no case take thine.'* 

*' But I leave that to the laws, without ask- 
ing any mercy," said the Red Beard, obsti- 
nately : " I ask the life of Juan Lierma, con- 
demned without law." 

*^ Dost thou impugn my justice, fellow?'^ 
cried the ferocious De Olid. ** I swear to 
thee, when thou art brought to be judged, I 
will give thee a double quantity, for this very 
reason." 

While the cavalier gave utterance to so ex- 
cellent a proof of his equity, Alvarado, with 
whom Gaspar had been a favorite, whispered 
in his ear, 

^^ Speak out, and fear not. It stands not 
with the captain's honour to barter men's lives 
for knave's confessions; yet he shall pardon 
the young man, thy friend^ as I am thy gua- 
rantee.^^ 

"What say ye, cavaliers?" crie^ Cortes : 

G 3 



fJiocB it become me tflf.^Miiiilf » etwfeftii<»ri>f 
jdfeaid),,alt such nmti]K)u$ iiftero6ra«ii^''i liouci . 

Before any of the ofiicers oould rei^y^ iQQN|- 
.pas, cpnfidii^ in the promise , «f Mivhsbd^f 
libsew hunfielf agaiii at the gea«^A |(^ 
oryiag, . t^ui 

^^ Seiior, I am nut a mutineer, but a penili^vt. 
Isam load to think that one^ — so good H'^riendi 
so vaUasita soldier, so true a foUowerv(lpr Aere 
is no falsdnood in Juan Lerma^) should die/^r 
^jmall matter^*— savmg Don Franci60o'ift.|Mre- 
sence, — when there are so many rogues libdnt 
us that go unpunished. But I Leare Jbm'.ito 
;yo\ir excellency's mercy, trusting that y^^H^- 
cellency wiU reconsider the judgment sadjrie' 
: lease him. Therefore I will speak^ in this trust ; 
and I pray heaven to remember the act, b0 it 
mfinaful, or be it cruel. — ^This is what 1 ht^e 
to say : In my passion I betook me to Villa- 
fana ; who, promising to save Lerma's Ikfe,.; I 
signed with him ; though the first act of guilt 
was to taif.e your excellency's life. Holy mo- 
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i 

much mk6»t«d.v WeMl^ JMSiMr^ TifoiiAii col^tiie 

p^fi'fyn^^rkmeB df tm>humlred and>foTtf tsien, 

*«luibl'iii^ tell yoa larfEch as I remetxlber; bixt if 

4^ iif^i^Hftd^ to tlie prison, and suddenly fteis^e 

the Algnazil, you will find the list in his bo> 

b^.M^taiaones/see thott to this/' said Ckirtes, 
""turning to the master of the armory^ who made 
^^e^bf tib coun^l. " Tak6 with tbfee none but 

1si4al^s, and be sudden, making, no noise, and 
'idMfdding i«o blood— Yet stay: ..tins will not 
''dos nieifter. Hsark thee, <](as|Hav' ^^^^^ when 

liuili^tldi^ previous earthquake rumble into the 

ttp^rir?'' 
. '^ *?'Tb4ri0rrow/' replied' the- s61die*i; a^^d 
^^th^n, to ^e horror and astonishnientof dll pre- 

• sent, he divulged th6 whole scheme of ^sassiiiia- 

iiofi, as Villafana had himself spokeii it in die 
' prison; 
;: . " With a letter from my father, too ir.iqned 

'Ooftes, apparently more struck with the heart- 



.; 
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Mp(|i bftrbfiiity of tbe -stratiopnii, tban onrithi«i»]r- '* 
/tbk^g else in Gaapar's comimiiucatioii : ^^ TUs 
ia indeed the Judas-kiss, the— -Faugh hjthofle 
were the words of Magdidena !" - t At 

^ WhUe he muttered these words to h&nself, 
]m wa^ roused by a sudden yoke at the great 
door, and heard distinctly the unexpected vokie . 
of Villafana, saying, as he wrangled with 'due 
guards, 

^^ Oh, 'sUd, you take upon you too imiefauiY^I 
come at the order of the general/' 

*^ Admit Villafana,'^ said Cortes, in tpntes 
that penetrated loudly to the ferthest fimitu^ ^f 
the room, for the caraliers were stricken iaptso 
a boding silence at the accents of the Alguazil : 
*^ Admit my trusty Villafana. '^ And ViUafana 
entered. 

He was evidently flushed with wine, and it 

. wBS for that reason, doubtless, that he did not 

seem to observe the presence of his forsworn 

associate, nor the suspicious act of two cava- 

. tiers who stole from the group, and took pos- 



> 
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sesBioik'Of tbe dctoF bf-ivbich he had ent^^. 
' H^ approadbied -with a reddess and oonfid^iy;, 
tJ^ongh somewhat stupid air, exdaiming, after, 
divers humbled scrapes and salaams, 

^^ I i^ome at your excellency's bidding, accord- 
iag to, appointment. This was the hour, pleaise 
y«rur exodlency — ^but ^tis a scurvy night, with 
much thunder and lightning.'' 

^^ Ay, truly,^' said Cortes, with a mild voiee 

{while aU the rest stood in the silence ot death, 

^^ but, being so observant, Villaftina, how comes 

it you have not remarked that you are here 

without the Indian Tecbeechee, whom I bom> 

manded you to bring hither at this hour !" 

, ^^ Seiior,'' said theAlguazil, a little confused, 

, ^i that old Ottomi is a sly dog, and, I doubt me, 

not over-honest." 

'^ I doubt me so, too," said Cortes, in the 
same encouraging tones ; ^^ yet, honest or fidne, 
sly or simple, methinks thou shouldst not have 
suffered him to escape.'^ 

" Escape ! what, Techeechee escape V^ cried 



f 




h did bat give tbe gray infidri a sog r^^l^iFPi^ 

•I- 

and straightway he hid himself in ti .o0rp»^0it9 
fileep off his drankeaness. And-^-and^'-^' con- 
:tinued he, with instinctive though chimsy «€smir 
*ingj-r-" and I thought it would be uns^eit^ 
^ bring him to your excellency in that oon4ir 
tion. I beg your e^celleney's pardon-for making 
him acquainted with such Christian liquoi;.; 
but it was out of pity, together with some jitAe 
hope of converting him to the faith; fittid, 
besides, I knew not his head was so weak. 
I will fetch him to your excellency in the mxwn^i- 

ittg." ■ . ■ r. 

" Why, this is well/' said the Capjjaiii-QenfH 
rsi\y with such insinuating gentleness as charac- 
terizes the snake, when closing softly on his 
prey 5 " and I doubt not thou canst give me as 
good an account of the ambassadors. It is said 
to me, that they also have escaped.^' 

" Good God !'^ cried Villafana, startled not 
only out of his confidence, but, in great mea- 



,> 
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Mite i<^ *QfMA intoxication, by kick ^ M- 
^l^raiioemieint ; ^^ t^e ambassaders escaped i tk 

>^ ttro, Aey have hurt thee more &^ti»>l 
tb^ti^t^ — even to the point of destroying thy 
tn^ft»ory/' rejoined the Captain^General, irith 
ifa« blalufishment of a smile. ^ Tlierb is bloefd 
:iipon thy shoulder : I doubt not^ thi[m Wert sb^ 
Vfe^ely hurt, while attempting to prevent thiBir 
"iight. No one ever questioned the courage of 
Vfflafana/' 

'^' Yes, senot, yes — no — yes; that isj— I 
theant *o say?— -Saints of heaven V — ^And here 
the Alguazil paused, completely sobered,— <^at 
^y restored to his senses, but not to his wits ; 
fdr he perceived himself in a diflSculty, and his 
invention pointed out no means of escape. He 
rolied his eyes, haggard at once with debauch 
and alarm, over the cavaUers, and, though t^ 
lofty figure of Alvarado concealed Gaspar from 
his view, he beheld enough in the extraordinary 
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sedateness of all present, to fill him with the 
most racking suspicions. He tamed again to 
Cortes, and commanding his fears as much as 
he could, went on, with an appearance of bold- 
ness, 

^^ Alas, noble seiior, if the ambassadors be 

m 

escaped, I am a lost man, — ^for I trusted too 
much to the vigilance of others, and I should 
not have done so. Alas, sefior," he continued, 
with more energy, as his mind began to work 
more clearly, " I have committed a great offence 
in this negligencf ; but I vow to heaven, it was 
owing to my fears of Juan Lenna, who made 
many efforts to escape, and had strong friends 
to help him. Your excellency may see the ne- 
cessity I was under, to give all my thoughts to 
him ; for, some one having furnished him with 
a dagger, he fouUy attacked me, not on my 
guard, giving me this wound ; and had it not 
been for the sudden rushing in of the guard, I 
should certainly have been killed." 
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Thus spoke the Alguazil, witH returning 
craft, mingling together fiction and fact with an 
address which astonished even himself: 

"Yes, senor," he continued, satisfied with ^ 
the strength of his argument, and now elated 
with a prospect of providing against the effects 
of his imprudent disclosures in the prison ; 
" yes, senor, and the young man, besides thus 
wounding me, swore he would have me hanged 
for a conspiracy ; stating roundly, as the guards 
will witness (I am certain that Esteban, the 
Left-Handed, heard him), that being a notori- 
ous grumbler, any such fiction would be be- 
lieved of me. As if this would make me a con- 
spirator ! whereas, your excellency knows, ac- 
cording to the proverb. Barking dogs are no 
biters/' And the audacious ruffian, relapsing ' 
into security, attested his innocence by a gen- 
tle laugh and the sweetest of his smiles. 

" Again I say, thou speakest well," said 
Cortes, carelessly descending from the platform, 
on which he had mounted at the approach of 



lis ^^"^ courts. kii^«^ 

fied me of the folly of certain cirki^^lxltta^yt 
i^aS&^tbeeby tiiis mad fellow, here; a%n;hy 
%lbdw:^ ' i^" '^^^ 

^ ' As he spoke, Alvarado, taking his instaiib- 
i&dns ratter from a oonsentaneous feiSr^'Sf 
I»^optiety than from any hint of Don HeMui^^, 
inibv^ iaside, and Yilh&na's eyes &Il'l)pon^^ 
fg^re of Gaspa. " -:• S-n- 

*^ Think of it, good Mow,*' sSd^ dd«9fe, 
laying his htmA upon Villa&na's sho^itdefj^ 
tf to support himsdf a little; ^^the^Htigi^te 
fliaid of thee are innumerable, and exce^v^ 
plHeposterous. He averred, for instance,^ di^t 
thou wert peevishly offended, because I-lftld 
lUrt invited thy presence to the festivities of 
1^6 nMmiihg banquet, and wert resolved to 
TCHoae, whether I would or not, and that#ith 
'iBL' letter from my father in one hand^ a^ ^ 
di^g^ in the other. Eh ! is not this dtfl^a^ 
ous ? He said besides,--But^ o' myli^, -iSti^ 
bust Ued too^ much from tys wdtodi''^i;lhfiai 
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h^lim'^¥^ art; B^t foint, man ?*' . ,7 f .^j* 

VM^ft^thefi^b^^TOlfent e?;pre««oBfl^ thf Mb^ 

zil replied by turning upon the geiiQi|4.-(# 

5Sp]Wtena}>pe .^o bloodk«8, and an ej^ ^ed 

V9^t]tv#u^ ^G9X(^ of idespair, ^if 4iie ppi^m^iB 

^^.^ )iful bean^ at hi8 throaty he oould n^ 

^ft^,J)«^: li^ri? p^jfeotiy appvriited of i^ 

coming fate,) that Cortea must vhave befllri 

l^|i}g^ \fJEtji sqiae £^ehng. of commisdmtfon, 

J^d.wt his. nature been somewhat akiqrtiO 

4^a|t of a cat^ which delights lesa to kill than 

^x;Sport with the agonies of a dying victim. 

^1 it. was^ he continued to torment the aba^ 

flapped wretch^ by adding pleasantly^ 

u. f^ A^ what tfainkest thou of thts^ tOQ, «yy 

rViliafaDa ? Two hundred and fort^ eonspwi^ 

iti^i to^ nisb in when the blow was struiskiirrr 

^()!^lbtf es9 to caiT€ their dinners iram |b^ libi^ 

%§siWfJ{ QAValiers ! — Ah, Yilkfana, ViUafwiBb! 

J)M9i ^u)d9thatf a care of tliy fia^ods. Qiir 

iilllie|nie6/:wre^ ba^rmWss, but our fiieikdsT,«re 
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always dangerous. — ^What dost thou say %& 
all tbiSj ViDafana ? — Knave ! hadst thou twen>ty 
diggers in thy jerkin^ thou wert stiU but «ai 
ipfolaaged reptile ! " 

While he spoke in thisjestful mood, he was 
sensible that YiUafana^ (doubtless witb ati in- 
Btinetiye motion^ of which he was himself ubt 
eonscious, being apparently turned t^; stoned 
was stealing his hand up towards his ]|osai»i 
as if to grasp a wei^pon. Themoiaeiit'the 
meqiber had reached the opening of bis gaifr 
ment, Cortes caught him by the throat, and 
giving utterance to his last words with ja voice 
of thunder, and employing a strength irresi^- 
ble by such a man as Villafana, he hurled hiQi 
to the floor, at the same instant placing bis 
foot on his throat. Then stooping down, and 
thrusting his hand into the traitor's bosom, he 
plucked out, at a single grasp, a poniard, a 
Id^ter, and the fatal list of conspirators. He 
pushed the first aside, read the superscription 
of the second with a laugh, and ca^ng.bis 
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eye upon the third, devoured its contents 
with an avidity that left him unconscious -of 
tlie murmurs of the fierce cavaliers, and the 
groans of the wretched Alguazil, strangfing 
under his foot. • 

" What, senor ! will you rob the gallows <rf 
itsptey?'^ cried Alvarado, pointing his swoJ'd 
at the prostrate traitor, as, indeed, did all the 
P^^ {hemng drawn them at the moment when 
Corties seised him by the throat :) ^' His crime 
is^ manifest to all : what need of trial ? Every 
ineai his steel through the dog !*' 
■ *^ Hold !" cried the Captain- General ; "this 
were a death for an hidalgo. Up, cur! up, 
and meet thy fate ! Up !" And he spumed 
the wretch with his foot. 

The Alguazil rose up, his face black with 
blood, which not perfectly dispersing, even at 
release from strangulation, remained in leopard^- 
Kke blotches over his visage, ghastfully con- 
trasted with the ashy hues that gathered be* 
tween them. As he rose, his arms were seized 



hffko or iHtee (^valieris / suid^aSiS^ra^ as 
quick in actipn as he was 8lii|giah in apeecn. 



-,' • 



fl&attiMng the rich sword-sash of samite Trom 
IM own shoulders, instantly secured thein m* 
hitid his back. 



•"<* For the love of God^ seSbresP' cri 



ed 

VBhfana, finding speech at last, ^ what do ^ou* 
nieM ? what do you design?' You will not Kill 
an mnocent man ? Will you judge me at the 
diL^e of a liar? Graspar is my sworn fo^. I 
wiU make all clear, — Senor, I have been dnmk-r 
ing, and my mind is confused.:, take, me not at 

«^.i«d™.«p. Oh, fc God-, «to,;.^' 

dh you mean ?— The list ? what, the list ? Tis 
fbr a iherry-making-^a rejoicing for my births 
day. I will explain all to your excellencies* — 
I' ani an innocent man. — Graspar is a forsworn 
caitifl^a caitiff, senores, a caitiff! — I claim 
trial by the civil judges. 

' *' Gagliim,** cried one. 

^''' - "'■'■''''■ 
*^ Strike him on the mouth," said another. 

And Tillafanft,, gi^ping for breath, uttmd, 
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for a mpmentjL nothing but inarticulnte 19^1:^ 
murs. ..,.,. 

*^ De Olid, Marin, De Ircio/' cried Coxt^fi^ 
rapidly, and with inexpressible decision, ,** ijf^, 
are mdges of life aiid death; Sandoyal and 
Alvarado, bf right of office, ye oan. sH in 
judgment; Quinones, Guzman, and the rest^ 
I. make YOU, in the kind's name, special asr, 
sociates of the others. — Why, here is a 
cpurt, ^not martial but divil; and the do^, 
shall hare judgment to his content ! He. 
stands charged of treason. ^-Guilty, senores^? 
or not guilty?" i 

" Guilty !" cried all with one voiee : andj 
De Olid added^ ^^ Let us take him into the 
garden, and hang him to the cedtqr-^tree/' ^ ^ 

** To the window," said Cortes, pointing 
with his sword to the stout cords, hangijig 
so invitingly from the serpent's-head ; and^ 
in an instant the victim was draped upon the 
platform. 

Up to this mpment, his fears had been ut- 
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t 

^tered rather in vehement complaiikt&. than^^in 

outcries ; but now, when he perceived thaljdie 

.was condemned by a mockery of trials doomed 

without the respite of a minute's spaitie >to 

.pray, the rope dangUng before his eyes, and 

.^akeady in the hands of a cavalier^ who was 

bending it into a noose, he uttered a picrcmg 

^ scream, and endeavoured to throw himself on 

his knees. 

" Mercy !'' he cried, *^ mercy ! mercy ! I will 
confess— I can save all your hves — Mercy! 
mercy !" 

Of all the sights of horror and disgust, 
villany, transformed at the death-hour, into 
its natural character and original of cowardioe, 
is among the most appalling. Yillafana was as 
brave as a ruffian could be ; but when imagina- 
tion is linked in the same spirit with vice, courage 
expires almost at the same moment with hope. 
With a weapon in his hand, and that at liberty, 
ViUafana, perhaps, would have manifested.all 
, the valour in which despair perceives the .cnaiy 
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i:h(ipe^ aif d died Uke a man. As it was^ bound 
sikiMi grasped in the arms of strong men^ en- 
itkrely helpkss and equally without hope, his 

death staring him in the face, he gave himself 
- -up at once to unmanly fears, and wept, 

sereamed, and prayed, until the guards, at 
. watck in the vestibule, sank upon their knees 

and 4xmned over their beads to divert their 

senses from cries so agonized and so horri- 

We* 

As he strove to prostrate himself before 

his inexorable judges, he was pulled up by 

tiie cavaliers, and among others by Don 

Francisco de Guzman, whose countenance he 

recognized. 

. ^^ Save me, Guzman ! save me !" he cried ; 

." for thou wert once of the party — Save 

me \" 

'' Peace, wolf—'' 

" Mercy ! mercy ! noble sefior!" he conti- 

•«ued, turning to Cortes : ^' I am but one of 

^nooany. Ghizman is as false as I ; I charge him 

VOL. II. H 
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with treason: he has abused your excellency's 
ear! — Listen^ senores^ and spare me my life: 
give me a day — give me but to-night, to pray 
and confess, and you shall have all. There are 
cavaliers among us— Mercy, for the love of 
heaven ! — Camarga, the Dominican, — Don 
Palmerino de Castro, — Muertazo of Toledo, 
Carabo of Seville, — Artiaga, Santa - Rosa, 
Bravo, Aljaraz, and a hundred more — " 

" Peace, lying villain!" cried the Captain- 
General — " What ho, the rope ! quick, the 
rope 1" 

" A moment to repent ! a moment to re- 
pent!" shrieked the victim, struggling so vio- 
lently to bring his hands before him, as if to 
clasp them in prayer, that the silken band 
crackled behind him, and his hands turned 
black with congested blood ; " a moment to 
repent ! for I am a sinner. What ! would you 
condemn my soul, too ? Saints, hear me ! 
angels, plead for me ! A priest, for the love 
of heaven ! I killed Artiaga of Cadiz ; I scut- 
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tied the ship at Alonso, drowned the nuns, 
and stole the church-plate. — Call Magdalena — 
Where's Magdalena ? — You are murdering me! 
Mercy ! mercy ! I killed Hilario, too — I 
poniarded him in the old woimds, inflicted by 
Juan Lerma — I have much to repent — A priest, 
for the love of God ! A priest, oh, a priest !" 
Thus raved the villain, stained with a thou- 
sand crimes; and if aught had been wanting 
to steel the hearts of his executioners, enough 
was divulged in the unavaiUng abandonment 
with which he accused himself of misdeeds, 
so many and so atrocious. While his neck was 
yet free from the rope, he struggled violently, 
but without any attempt to do a mischief to his 
unrelenting murderers; his resistance was, 
indeed, like that of a cur, under the chastise- 
ment of a cruel and brutal master, which 
howls and contends, and yet fears to employ 
its fangs against the tyrant. But when he 
found, at last, that the cavaliers were actually 
putting the hasty halter about his neck, his 

H 2 
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struggles were not greater to escape than It^ 
inflict injury. He shook and tossed his head 
in distraction, and Don Francisco de Guzman, 
endeavouring to seize him by the beard, he 
caught the hand of the cavalier betwixt his 
teeth, and held it with the gripe of a tiger. 

" Hell confound thee, wolf!" cried Guzman, 
groaning with pain, and striking him over the 
face with the hilt of his sword, but in vain: 
" Help me, cavaliers, or he will have my hanel 
off! — ^Villain, unlock thy teeth.—" 

" Stand aside — this will unloose thee," ^aid 
one, thrusting his rapier into the thigh of the 
vindictive wretch ; who no sooner felt the cold 
steel penetrate his flesh, than he opened his 
mouth to utter a yell. " Whip him up nov> — 
So much for traitors !" 

It was the last scream of the assassin. His 
lips uttered one more cry to heaven ; the name 
of Magdalena was cut short, as the noose 
closed upon his throat, and ended in a hoarse, 
rattling, gulphing whine, that did not itself 
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prevail beyond the space of a second. As he 
shot up to the top of the window, an intense 

glare of lightning flashed through the alabaster^ 
and his figure, traced upon that lustrous and 
ghastly medium, was seen dangling and writh- 
ing in the death-agony. The next moment 
the huge curtain was drawn over the dreadful 
spectacle : but those who paused a moment 
to look back, could behold the convulsions of 
the dying miscreant giving motion, and some- 
times protrusion, to the dark folds of the 
drapery. — ^When all was silent, in the darkness 
of the night, the watchmen in the vestibule 
could yet hear the pattering of blood-drops 
falling from his mangled Hmb, upon the sonor- 
ous wood of the platform. 

But there were other scenes now occurring 
which, for a time, drove from their thoughts 
the memory of Villafana. 
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CHAPTER VI I L 

Thb scene of death in which ikej wen^ 
engaged, had so employed the thoughts of the 
cavaliers, that they were, for a time, insensible 
to many tumultuous noises in the city, whidb^ 
b^inning at the moment when the straggles 
and outcries of Villafana were fiercest and: 
loudest, increased every instant, imtil all w«3 ' 
uproar. 

.At first, as they rushed in disorder to the 
doors, they thought the din was caused by a^. 
renewal of the storm, or rather the sudden, 
outbursting of a tornado ; which, overwhelming 
the houses of some of the poorer QitU;ens^,^apMl: 
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burying them among the iniins, might aceouiit 
for the screams and yells that were mingled 
with other noises. But they soon exchanged 
this fear for on6 morie stirring, when, as they 
rushed into the air, they heard an alarftm 
ringing from the ch^pel-bell on the top of the 
pyranlid, drums beating to arms, 'ar4uebiisfes 
firing in several different quarters, and were 
ihade sensible that a conflict was raging in 
tb€5f ftbvrn, 

^^^Dios!" cried one; "the cohspi^tors are 
upon xiR \ Let us back to the hall and defend 
oiirselves !" 

:^* My life upon it," said Caspar, " the con- 
s^iiAtors will not stir till Villafana c^ns hw 
%6 to them. — Heaven rest his sotd l*-Hark ! 
these are the yells of Indians." 

<^* On, frittidu !" exclaimed Cortes, perceiving 
the garden ftdl of soldiers, rushing from various' 
pm» of the palace, as if to seek the fitiy, 
*f?l^is is Tlascalan work — a knavery of Xico- 
tj^a^ik Hah ! haric ! see ! 'tis an assault upon 
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the prison ! Ho^ Castilians ! Ho, Christiaj^s ! 
cavaliers and soldiers, to arms! Haste, to 
arms!" 

While the soldiers, collecting together at the 
well-known voice of the Captain-General, be- 
gan to rush with him towards the prison, over 
which, besides hearing the shouting of the 
watchmen at the doors, they beheld three 
blazing arrows shot up into the air, their alarm, 
was directed to another quarter, by a violent 
cannonade from the squadron, moored yet ^% 
the entrance of the httle river; and looking 
that way, they perceived to their astonishment, 
and fear, no less than four of the brigantines 
suddenly enveloped in flames. 

"Guzman and Quinones!" cried Cortes,^ 
with instant determination, *^to the prisQn> 
with what force ye can pick up on the way. 
Shoot aU fugitives, as weU as all assailants, 
The rest follow me to the river; for I would 
mine arms should be burned, rather than my 
vessels." 
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By this time, all the Spaniards who were 
capable of bearing arms were in the open air, 
and following, not less the shouts of Cortes 
than the crash of the falconets, ran hastily 
towards the fleet, which, it was now evident, 
was furiously beset by multitudes of Indians in 
canoes. The flash of the explosions and the 
flames bursting ruddily out from sails and 
cordage, revealed them clustering with im- 
petuosity around the devoted vessels, whose 
crews, it was equally apparent, were making 
a gallant resistance. In this light, the houses 
bordering upon the water were seen covered 
with citizens, looking on with a tranquillity, 
which showed that their share in the unex- 
pected hostilities, if indeed they had any, was 
entirely passive. A more agreeable sight was 
disclosed to Cortes, as he ran onwards, in the 
appearance of many thousand Tlascalans, rush- 
ing down the narrow meadows which bordered 
the canal, with such alacrity of speed and such 

h3 
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fttrious eries of ^ Hascala !'.»nd ^ Castifia V'bs- 
convinced liim of their fid^ty and afibction^ . . 

^ It is a Mexican device, after all/' he 
muttered; ^^ a plan of the ambassadors* Well 
done for thee, YiUafana! — Bold varlets, these ! 
What ! down with your demi-culverins and 
sakers, Orozca ! Where i& my good cannonier, 
Juan Catalan ? We will aid the vessels from; 
the shore." ' ■ _ 

The mariners, however hotly engaged, replied 
to the cries of their friends with shouts of 
courage ; and redoubling their exertions, they 
succeeded not only in repelling the assailants^' 
wbose obvious aim was to fire the whole fleets 
from those ships not yet ignited, but even ia 
extinguishing the flames in the less fortunate 
four. In this, they were doubtless matCTially 
assisted by the condition of the planks aixd 
timbers, which being of green wood, the flames 
would perhaps have confined their ravages, ta 
the more combustible sails and cordage, atjtd 
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soon expired for want of fti!el. Ttey weighed 
anchor idso^ and taking advantage of the gusts< 
which still blew over the lake, six of the larjgest 
and strongest set sail, and boldly plunged 
among the canoes, overtuming and sinking 
^aany, \dule the others, receiving assistance 
from the shore, betook themselves to the little 
harbour, dragging with them their disabled 
consorts. 

In this manner, it soon became evident that 
t^ danger in this quarter was over; and 
Cortes, directing that the position of the 
brtgantines should be strengthened by a tem- 
porary battery at the mouth of the river, 
returned to inspect the condition of the city 
in the neighbourhood of the palace. 
' The sounds of contention were over; and 
<me passing through the garden, and listening 
to the moaning of the winds through the trees, 
could scarce have believed that half an hour 
before it had been a scene of such warhke 
bustle. The bell rang no longer, the drums, 
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tmmpets, and arquebuses were silent, ^nd^tibe 
sentinels paced to and fro at t^eir statickis, 
as if nothing unusual had happened. The 
only sounds indeed that now vexed the calm 
of the nighty were the occasional explosion of a 
falconet from some brigantine, a&r among die 
shadows of the lake, still pursuing l^e retreat- 
ing canoes. The attack was perhaps unpre- 
meditated ; or, perhaps, its only object was to 
taunt and defy. At all events, it was now over; 
and m less than an hour from the time of the 
first alarm, the cry of alVs-weU, could be heard 
through the different quarters of the city, i 

Before this satisfactory conclusion of ian 
evening so eventful, the Captain-General was 
doomed to have his equanimity put to the 
proof by a new trial. A double line of guards 
surrounded the prison, and Guzman, Quinones, 
and Caspar Olea were among them, the last 
wringing his hands, and bewailing; but the 
prison-door was open, a thin smoke issued 
from it, and he could see, at a glance, that j^e 
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oaly persons in the apartment were a few 
ac^diers^ dashing water over its partly con- 
sumed floor. Under the very threshold ky 
the bodies of two soldiers, fearfully mangled ; 
another was writhing, gasping, and dying in 
the arms of his comrades ; and a fourth, 
severely wounded, was narrating to Quinones 
the particulars of an assault, made, as he 
averred, by ten thousand devils, or Mexicans, 
who sprang suddenly out of the earth, killed 
or dispersed the whole guard, carried off the 
prisoner, or burned him, he knew not which, 
(for he lay upon the ground, counterfeiting 
death,) and then, setting fire to the building, 
vanidied quite as suddenly as they came. 

*^ Were these men Mexicans or Tlascalans ?" 
demanded Cortes, without betraying any sign 
of feeling. 

The soldier started at the sound of his 
leader's voice, and hastily replied, 

^^ In good faith, senor, I know not, for I was 
iiA>m6what overcome with fear." 
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^ And with wine, sirrah!'' etdaimed the 
General. ^' But it matters not — ^thau art too 
stupid to answer now. Have this fellow ititcy 
the den, Qainones, and let him be brought ta 
me to-morrow.— Seiior Don Francisco, we will 
walk to the palace." 

He put his arm into Guzman's, and dragging 
him to a little distance, where no beam of tOrCfa, 
or cresset illuminated his visage, excladtned, 
eagerly, 

" Tell me the truth, Francisco :— has he * 
perished by fire in the prison, or has he escaped 
me?" 

" Senor," replied Guzman, " his star, or his 
devil, has helped him." 

^^ Why then the fiends sieze thee, and all 
false friends, who plague me!" cried Cortes;* 
giving way to passion. ^' Is it thus I am to be 
cheated?" 

" Senor," said Guzman, moderately, but 
without fear ; " I have mine own cause of 
distress, for my hand is horribly mangled, and 
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I have heard that the bite of a dying, man 
causes mortification. So^ with this pain of 
body and mind^ I may not speak good counsel 
origood defence. — When I reached the prispon^ 
it was empty and oa fire. Had not your 
excellency interfered with the execution this 
d«.y— " 

*^Ay, there again!" muttered the Captain- 
Cteneral ; ^^ mine own hand is made to befool 
me ; it pulls out of the pit faster than my foot 
tramples in. Hark thee^ Guzman^ dost thou 
not think this young man is protected by some 
special providence ? " 

« I, senor ? " 

" Why, look you, what could have carried 
him through the tribes of the West, to the 
South Sea, and back again ? — (a device of thy 
scheming, too !) And, didst thou not see, I 
was about to run him through, in the very act 
of mutinous resistance, when a brute and 
insensate dog seized my swordblade in his 
mouth ? And now, for the third time, what 



60 CORTES, OR 

but his angel could have brought to his prison-" 
door yonder infidels of Mexico — his only friends, 
I think?" 

^^ Let your excellency question, if this cir- 
cumstance will not, without removing him from 
pimishment, give a still stronger excuse for it ? 
The scribe visited him in the dungeon ; a pac- 
tion with the enemy, sealed by the act of flight 
with them to their stronghold, has confirmed 
him thrice over a traitor." 

^^ Ay, by heaven ! it is true ! " said Cortes, 

« 

smiting his hands together ; *^ and, by and by, 
I will take him out of his hiding-place, and' 
crown the day of victory with a double 
triumph!" 

" And who can aflSrm," quoth Don Francisco, 
*^ that the misbelievers have not taken him for 
a sacrifice? It is said, the coronation of 
Guatimozin is deferred only until he can^ 
provide a Castilian victim to do honour to 
the ceremony. By my faith, seiior, there is 
a pleasant twitch in my cheek, — ay, in tihe scar 
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of the rapier-wound— at the very thought of 
this retribution ! " 

'^ Now, by heaven," said Cortes, with an 
altered voice, " villain as he is, I cannot re- 
joice that such a dismal fate should befall him. 
Death, indeed, but not a death of horror! 
Dost thou think this, then, can be his doom ? 
Alas, poor youth! had he but some one to 
lainent him or to avenge, I were better satis- 
fied with what I have done. I swear to thee, 
Francisco, we are e'en as base knaves as him- 
self j for we have employed our strength — our 
cunning and our strength — against a creature 
that is utterly friendless. Alas, I say; for I 
remember me of the days of old; and surely 
I loved him once as my own soul." 

This outbreaking of feeling did not at all 
surprise Guzman, who had been familiar from 
the beginning with the ebbings and Sowings of 
Don Heman's hate, and who had several times 
seen him, when the destiny of Juan seemed 
already closed, affected so much that he shed 
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tears, as he did at the present moment. But 
Guzman was acquainted with a spell which 
never failed to banish all compunction from 
the General's breast; and he did not scruple 
to employ it now. 

" It is enough ! " muttered Cortes, through 
his clenched teeth. ^^ Heaven and my con- 
science acquit me, and I will think of it no 
more." 

With these words, he seemed to disd$alqge 
from his mind all thoughts of the youth so 
deeply detested, and addressing himself to lhe 
ta«k of inspeding in person the conditi(m of aU 
assailable pcnnts in the city, betook himself i^. 
last, and at the day-dawn, to his repose. - \ 
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^ CHAPTER IX. 

PfiFOttfi sunrise on the following morning, 
many a feathered band of allies from distant 
tribes was pouring into Tezcucoj for this wais 
the day on which the Captain-General had 
s^ointed to review his whole force, assign thift 
several divisions to the command of his fa- 
vourite oflScers, and expound the system of 
warfare, by which he expected to reduce the 
doomed Tenochtitlan. The multitudes that 
were collected by midday would be beyond 
our behef, did we not know that the royal 
vdlley, and every neighbouring nook of Aha- 
huac capable of cultivation, were covered by a 
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population almost as dense as that which 
makes an ant-heap of the * Celestial Empire/ 
at this day. 

While they were thus congregating together, 
marshalled under their native chiefs, emulously 
expressing their attachment to the Spaniard, 
and their enthusiasm in his cause, by the hor- 
rible clamour of drums and conches, Cortes 
was receiving, in the great Hall of Audience, 
the compliments and reverence of those cava- 
liers, distinguished soldiers, and valiant infidel 
princes, whom he had invited to the feast, with 
which he marked the close of his mighty pre- 
parations and the beginning of his not less 
arduous campaign. 

A table crossed the room immediately in 
front of the platform,* on which the noblest 
and most honoured guests had already taken 
their stations. Two others, running from pillar 
to pillar, extended the whole length of 
the apartment, leaving in the intermediate 
space, as well as betwixt them and the walls. 
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sufficient room for the passage of revellers and 
attendants^ of which latter there were many 
present, bustling to and fro, in the persons of 
Indian boys and girls, all branded with the 
scarry badge of servitude. The walls, pillars, and 
ceiling, were ornamented with green branches 
of trees and viny festoons, among which 
breathed and glittered a multitude of the gay- 
est and most odoriferous flowers ; and besides 
these, there were deposited and suspended, in 
many places, Indian banners and standards, 
as well as spears, bucklers, and battle-axes, the 
trophies of many a field of victory. The tables 
were covered with brilhant cotton-cloths, and 
loaded not only with all the dainties of Mexico, 
but with some of the luxuries of Europe, 
among which were conspicuous divers flagonfi^ 
of wine, on which many a veteran gazed with 
looks of anxious and affectionate expectation. 

The peculiarity of the scene, animated as it 
was by a densely moving throng of guests in 
their most gallant attire, was greatly heigbtt 
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ened by a circumstance, for which but ffew 
were able to account. Although full noon-day; 
the light of heaven was carefully exduded, and 
the apartment illuminated only by torches and 
lamps. This, though it gave picturesqueness^ 
to every object in view, was, to say the least, 
remarkable; and those who were most inte-* 
rested to watch the workings of the command-^ 
er*s mind, beheld in it a subject for mahy 
disturbing reflections. But, to such persons, 
there was another phenomenon stiU more un: 
satisfactory, in the spectacle of a line of 
veteran soldiers, original followers of Cortes, 
extending round the whole apartment, who 
stood against the walls, each with a spear in his 
hand and a machete, — a heavy, straight sword, — 
on histhigh,surveying the reveUersmorewith the 
air of sentinels than companions in festivity. 

While the inferior guests stood or lounged 
about, speculating on these curious particulars, 
and expecting the signal to begin the feast, 
which seemed to be delayed by the absence of 
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SQ^e important guest^ Cortes occupied himself 
cpnYOrsing with Alvarado, De Olid, Guzman, 
De Ircio^ and other hidalgos, who stood with 
him on the platform, occasionally extending 
his notice to the young king of Tezcuco, his 
brother Suchel, the Tlascalan chief Chichime- 
catl, and other noble barbarians, who made 
pftrt of the distinguished group. Many curious, 
ajxd not a few anxious, eyes were tiimed 
uppn them frojm different parts of the hall ; 
ai^d it was sopn observed, and remarked with 
whispers, that Sandoval, the vahant and be- 
loved, and Xicotencal, the gloomy, were absent 
from the party. 

By and by, however, conjectures were put to 
rest by the sudden appearance of the cavaUer 
in question, who entered with his garments in 
some disorder, his countenance heated and 
troubled, and his whole appearance that of a 
man just released from some exciting and la- 
borious duty. 

As soon as Cortes perceived him approach- 
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ing, he commanded room to be mad^ foe )um 
on the platform, welcomed him with a six)i|i^g 
face and a cordial grasp of hand, and then 
signed to the guests to take their places at. the 
tables. 

In the bustle of festivity that followed the 
command, the revellers forgot to wonder at the 
torchlight around them and the pre^eQcei of-^e 
armed guards. If a few still bent . thair) ^s 
uneasily on the commander-ioi-chief, e^tuig 
to catch the low accents with which he ij^- 
versed with his immediate friends, and {MKHti- 
cularly with Sandoval, their efiForts were m|||o- 
ticed by the others ; and, in a short tim% ^e 
hum of whispers waxed into murmurs off; j^- 
ous hilarity, so that the conversation on the 
platform could only be guessed at by tbe^iix- 
pressive visages and gestures of the cava- 
liers. 

By and by, the feast became still mo^e unre- 
strained and noisy. Wine was pourM.tad 
drunk, jests were uttered, song3 afanost sil&g. 
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and care banished from aU but a few, who still 
ttimed their looks to the platform, exchanged 
glances occasionally with each other, and at 
every bustle attending the entrance of any one 
at the great door, cast their eyes in that direc- 
tion with much meaning anxiety. 

Still, however, the feast went on, and enjoy- 
ment was becoming revelry, when the voice 
of Cortes was suddenly heard. The murmurs 
of all were instantly hushed, and all turning 
their eyes to the platform, they beheld the 
Captain-General standing erect, and eyeing 
tiwn with extreme gravity of countenance, 
holding, at the same time, in his hand, a 
golden bowl of wine. 

^ My brothers and fellow-soldiers," he said, 
as soon as all were composed, "it becomes 
us, as true dnd loyal Castilians, to remember 
our duty to the king our master, whom God 
preserve for a thousand years ! We are here 
ttfar from his sight, but not beyond the reach 
-of his authority, nor the constraint of our true 

VOL. II. I 
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allegianse. Let it not be thought ibat Ihe 
cavaliers of Madrid Tvill drink his heidib with 
more ' seal and humility at the palace<<l€k)r^ 
Item we, his true subjects, in the deserts of 
Mesico. ,A bowl^ then, to his majesty our 
master, Don Carlos of Spain, Austria, and tM» 
New World r 'i 

As he spoke, he knelt upon one kae^~andi 
d3l present, eyei^ the barbario king abrhis side^ 
doling the swie thing, all^ianoe was> pledged^ 
in the cup, — ^which is undoubtedly the Jbej|€ 
vay to make it agreeable, r ^^ 

^Ffo^ this, e^bibitdon of humihty, all ^rese^ 
\xp>, shoutbg luaty mvas. ' 

•' *^ It gratifies me," said Cortes, when>thi8B 
ciidtofQiury ebullition of loyalty was over, ^^t^- 
penoerre that I have about me men so truljr 
Mthfitl to my very noble and loyal masteili ' 
fbr in this I perceive I shall be no moi^ al^'^ 
ffiet^d with the painful necessity of exertti^ 
^hose powers with i^^ich his BMjesty/ itaitf^' 
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SO bountifully endowed me, even to the shed* 
ding^ of blood and the taking of life." 

A sudden damper fell upon the spirits of 
many present, and all who were not apprised' 
of the secret of Yilla&inas fate, looked upon 
Cortes with surprise. 

*^ Know, my truly faithful and loyal friends,^ 
he .w^ot on, speaking with an appearance of 
siodbmn. indignation, ^* that we have had among 
lisiLB, TBAtTOB,— a Christian man and % 
8paxiiard, yet a traitor to thie king our master ! 
Yet, in the band of the holy apostles, there 
was one Judas; and it does not become us 
to beheve that we, sinful creatures as we ariy 
and, much more numerous, should be wMiout 
(mr Isoariot, who would have sold our ikve^hut 
siJLver, and sunk into perdition th^ interesti 
of Ids majesty in this opulent kingdom. It! 
r€jpi@^ me to know that we have had but onei 
T^. pain with which I have been filled to 
diBGOver thece were other knaves for his ao^- 
complices, is assuaged by the knowledge that 

i2 
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they were not Castilians, but infidel Indians; 
to whom perfidy is so natural, that it is wholly 
superfluous to lament its occurrence. Know 
therefore, my friends, and grieve not to know 
it, for the evil is past, that Xicotencal, Ge> 
neral-in-chief of the Tlascalan forces, besides 
secretly treating with our foes, his own ene- 
mies, the men of Tenochtitlan, did, last night, 
traitorously abandon our standard, and set 
out, to throw himself, as I doubt not, into 
the arms of the Mexicans.'* 

" A villain ! a very vile traitor ! death to 
the dog of an unbeliever !*' were the expres- 
sions with which the revellers protested their 
.indignation. 

^^ Think not," said the Captain-General, in 
continuation, "that the villain who doth se- 
riously pursue a scheme of disloyalty, shall 
escape a just retribution. The toils and suf- 
ferings which we have endured in this land, 
in his majesty's service, are such that I can 
readily excuse the murmurs with which some 
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have occasionaUy indulged in a peevish dis- 
content. I will never account it much against 
a brave soldier that he has sometimes grumbled 
a little 5 but he who meditates, or practises, 
a treason, shall die. I have said, that among 
us all there was but one villain. Perhaps 
there were two ; but of that we will inquire 
hereafiber. He of whom I speak, was one 
to vhom I had forgiven niuch semblance of 
discontent, and whom I had raised into no 
little favour. Yet did he conceive a foul 
conspiracy, having for its object no less a 
thing, than the destruction of this enterprise 
against a rich pagaii kingdom, and the mur- 
der of all those who would not become the 
enemies of Spain. The man of whom I 
speak you know. It was — " 

" Villafana," muttered many, with eager, 
yet fearful voices ; while those who had 
hitherto betrayed anxiety at the ominous lights 
and guards, turned pale in secret. 

" It was indeed the Alguazil, Villafana,'* 
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nhid Cottes^ sternly ; ^ and ycm shftH 'ithw 
Ms Tallany . First, the Mexic&n umbtisisslddVS, 
last night committed to his charge, he pet- 
mitted to escape, that they mi^t be*' no 
hii^raiice to the ambushed infidei$, then 
lying on the lake, ready to bum mf bw- 
gantiiies. Secondly, being the captAin df die 
prison, he permitted the same to he hjspTOUgk- 
ed and sacked by oth^r infidels, irher^bjrid|& 
prisoner, convicted of aheary drime aigLflispii'^ 
demned to die, was snatched out of 4$ar hands, 
and given into those of the • enemyj whoih 
lie will doubtless aid and abet in aU -^tbe 
^i^nguii^ary resistance which they are isfieUmeS 
Hto ni^Ie^. Hiirdly, by his persuasions, Xid^- 
tencal was induced to throw off his all^aiiee 
at the Very moment when the fleet and- the 
'prison w^e beset, and desert from the po^t^ 
'AM fourthly, the consummation of the wboie 
"VSlany was to be effected at this very hiBftur, 
atod on this very floor, in the blood of my- 
self, toy officers, and as I may say of your*- 
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isicily^s ^o; 8iB£e>none were to be 8p«red,w}vo 
^ere not his sworn ooUeagues ; and, certaiply^ 
tbere^ltre ncme b^e so base and criminal ?" 
The answer to this address mingled a thou- 
sand protestations of loyalty with as^ nw^y 
to'ce caUa for punishment on the traitof. 
In the midst of the tumnlt, Cortes gave a 
dga' toi two. bxdian slaves^ who stood behin4 
^idm. phtferm ; and the heavy curtain be^^ 
nqftdlijrrpuQed aside, the lustre of the noontide 
.sluii streamed thhnigh the pellucid wall^ uiitil 
.lamp and: torch seemed to smoulder, into dark- 
^joesa^ imder the diyiner ray; and this revellei^ 
' >lflokxi^ up, beheld the gha^y spectack}. <>f 
-^i^Uaftna's body hanging motionless w^^, st^^ 
4» the midst of the light. ^ .,^ 

At this unexpected saght the gues^^ ii^ 
ikmed as they were with wine, ai^ger, anfl 
leaihusiasm, were struck with horror; ai^d.if 
trovfovs were among them, as none but Cort^es 
-and themselves could say, it was not possible 
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to detect them by thdr countenanceA, oU^tfei^ 
equally pale and affrighted. . -. ;..,: 

• ^ Thus perish all who plot treaacn^ against 
%lm kiiig and the king's officers !" cried t^ 
jOfiptain-fGeneral^ with a loud voioe^ ^^ The 
teb^^. Xicoteneal swings upon an. oalMxeet 
OUr tiie wayside as you go to Ohalco ; the 
:k&«tiae^ Lenna hath fled to the pagans, to 
become a renegade and perhaps ap^tate^ and 
YiSafana^ the traitor, hangs aa you see,, upoi) 
the window of our banqueting-room, to^te^aoi^ 
all who may have meditated a like villan^ 
the fate that shall most eertainly await thenx« 
-i^Hide the carrion V' he exclaimed to . tl^ 
sl&lres; and in an instant the frightful spectacle 
tr^ excluded, along with the cheerful ligjb^t 
of day. The return to that of the torches 
ifrm like a lapse into darkness, and for a fe^ 
moments, it was scarce possible for the guests 
to distinguish the features of those ne«|^st 
^^ them. In the gloom, however, the voie.« 
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dP^the Gaptain-General was heard, concluding 
his oration : 

" Let no one of this true and loyal com- 
pany be in fear/* he said, with his accustomed 
craft. " The paper, on which the viDain had 
recorded the names of such madmen as W€Kdd 
have joined him in his crime, he was artftil 
Enough to destroy. But let the disaffect^ 
tremble. There has been one dog among us, 
and there may othets prove so, hereafter. 
%ut I am ilow awake ; and the treason that 
may be planted, shall be discovered, and 
liipped before it come to the budding.— ^ 
God save his majesty! Another bowl to his 
greatness ! And let all fall to feasting again ; 
for, by aiid by, the signal gun will be fired 
for the review, and this is the last feast ye 
ihust think of sharing together, till ye caii 
spread it again in the halls of Monteznima.** 
IVhatever relief might have been carried 
by these words to the bosoms of the guilty^ 
the spectacle of their murdered associate had 
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Bmk too deejay in tb^ fipihtd, . t9>5filkiw 
aaty festive exertions. The iimooeiitfurireyb 
^q[iiaQy shocked, and gloom and undasiiiess 
opprfesfeed the hearts of all. 
; It was felt therefore as a relief, when tM 
signal for breaking up the f^aat was -givfm. 
bf.:tbe fl^und of a gun from the templS'^tq^T' 
and: aU rushed out, to forget in tiw bustie: 
of pafad«» the sickening eirent whiob ImII 
marwjd their eiyoyment» ..nic^ 

.Qn this day the whole army of Corleit, oB 
which the thousand Christians made Sfoarcdigrr 
the. three^iundredth part, was marohed (ftit 
'upon jthe meadows of Tezcuco, and then^l 
with' oeremonies of great state and ostolK/ 
t^ion^f was reviewed, divided,, and eQ|^£ 
diivisicKn appointed to its respective dutie%t^n 

yTl)^/ first division was assigned tQ 4h§cf 
command q£ Sandoval, and was or^ei^j 
to.mffxph southward to the city of Iz^a^f^ 
lapa^si which commanded the principal caus)%tj^ 
way, or approach to Mexico. The second 
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vmi' giren to tile ferocious Pe Olid^ v/houe 
dfstmatioii was to Cojohuacan, a city soiplk 
west, of Mexioo, ike dike from which H^ 
to that betwixt the metropolis and Xctiqpi|<^ 
fatpan. The third was appointed 1x) Ihe 
Capitan del Salto, or Alvarado, who wat» to 
take possession of Tacuba, whkh coimnaanded' 
the i&ortest of the causeways. The two 
]kiA divisions were ordered to proceed in^ 
company, around the northern borders of 
the lake, destroying the towhs on iHie route, 
and separating at Tacuba^ 
^The ileet Cortes reserved in his own 
hands, mtending, besides commanding the 
Wbole lake, so to act with it, as to give 
assistance to each division, as it might be 
needed. The royal city of Tezcuoo was to 
be entrusted to the government of the young 
king Ixtlilxochitl, the cavalier Don Francisco 
de^ Ouzman remaining, though somewhat re-^ ' 
luetantly, to guide and control his actions^' 
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under the appearance of adding to his state 
and security. 

These preliminaries airanged, the remain- 
der of the day was devoted to festivities. 
The great work of conquest was to begin 
on the morrow. 
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CHAPTER X. 



The extraordinary aiid exciting events 
which took place in the prison, that night 
which Juan Lerma esteemed the last he 
should spend upon earth, had reduced to 
exhaustion a body already enfeebled by in- 
action, and a mind almost consumed by 
care. Hence, when having struggled for a 
time with the restiessness and delirium which 
in such cases, usher in sleep witii a thou- 
9and phantasms— apparitions botii of sight 
and sound, — he at last fell asleep, his 
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shuabetB were profound and dreimleMi' 
The loud alarums which drove the exifltu^ 
tioners of ViUafana from the hall of a\idi'/' 
enee made no impression on his ear; and: 
even 1^ yells that accompanied the attack 
on his dreary abode^ were equally unheanL< 
The guards were routed, the doors weire" 
forced, and he was lifted to his^ feet^ by^* 
unknown hands, almost before he'' hod^i 
opened his eyes; and even voices^ that^^.ttt'' 
another time would have attracted Us tAx'-* 
tention, and words that would have ins{»red.^ 
hhn ivith the joy of deliverance, were liU 
lo8t upon him. Nay, such was the sttqidp't 
idiich oi^essed his mind, that he was ■> 
dragged firom the dungeon, and hurried ra^ > 
pidly along through a host of infidels to tlve^" 
wflter*€ide, before he was convinced that laH^ ^ 
was not really a dream. Then, indeed, the ' 
bmrtle, tiie din of shrieks and Imfian drum:^,' ^ 
milled with the sounds of trumpets «a«l'^ 
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fii?triftn»a> the howl of wiads, and the pbeft 
of waves^ though they recalled him to hia 
witsy yet left him confounded, and, for awhile^ 
incapable of understanding and appreeiatbig 
his situation. In this condition he was de»- 
posited in a canoe of some magnitude, which 
ii»itantly putting off from the shore, undc&r 
the impidse of thirty paddles, he soon fousid 
himiielf darting over the lake at a speed 
wUch.. {Promised soon to remoTe from his 
eyes, and perhaps ibr ever, the scexie of 
his late humiliation and suffering* 

The darkness of the night was almost 
palpable, and, save the few torches that 
could be seen hurrying through the alanMd 
city, no other light illuminated the scene, 
until the moment when the four brigantines^ 
fired by the assailants, burst up in a ruddy 
blase. At this sight, a shout of triumph 
burst from his capturers, and alteriilg -the* 
courjie of the canoe, it seemed as if titey 
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were about to rush into the thick of the* 
conflict. 

As they approached the burning ships, 
Juan was able in the increasing glare, to 
examine the figures of his companions, and 
beheld the dark visages and half-naked bo- 
dies of thirty or more barbarians, each, be-* 
sides his paddle, having a weighty battle^ 
az6 dangling from his wrist, and a broad 
buckler of some unknown material hung over 
his back. Two men sat by him, one <5h 
each side, and he soon discovered, th&t 
these, whom he had thought mere guitt^ 
for his safe-keeping, were no other th&A' 
the Ottomi Techeechee and the young princfe* 
of Mexico, the latter now freed from hiS 
disguise. 

^^ Guatimozin," said he, no longer doubt-^ 
ing the purpose for which he had beeii^ 
snatched from the prison, and resolved aif: 
once to express his disapprobation, ^^ dost 
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titiou thinjc to make me a renegade to my 
countrymen? I swear to thee — " 

" Peace, and fear not," replied the royal 
chief. " Thou shalt have very sweet ven- 
geance." 

" I ask it not, I seek it not ; and surely 
I will^ not accept it, when it makes me the 
traitor I have been so falsely called. Am I 
thy. prisoner ?" 

" ,My friend," replied Guatimozin, quickly 
starting up, seizing a paddle from the 
hmAs of the nearest rower, and himself 
Ul^g^ng the canoe towards the nearest ves- 
s^ which was, by this time, so close at 
hand, that Juan could clearly perceive the 
i^j^ures, and almost the faces, of the Spaniards 
on board, contending, and, as it seemed, 
not unsuccessfully, both with the flames and 
the assailants. A great herd of Mexicans 
Tfas seen fighting hand to hand with the 
Christians; but it was manifest, from the 
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cheery cries with which the latter iiesf^mded 
to the yells of the former, and fit)iiOLV'|he 
frequent plunges in the water, as of mm 
leaping or cast overboard, that, in this bji- 
gantiue, at least, the battle went not with 
the pagans. This Ouatimoain remariced as 
deariy as Juan, and as he struck the water 
nuNre impetuously with his paddle, he shouted 
aloud : '^ Be sti^dngj t&en ^ Mexicc%'>ribe 
strong !" ■' .iv f-.* 

All this passed in the ilpa6e of m./m- 
stant. A loud cry, the rush of other :qo- 
noes against the ship, and the frantk .«a^ 
ertions of the combatants already on bomi 
to maintain their places, made it apponenl 
that the voice of the prince was not :.1in- 
known or unregarded. Still the Span^acds 
fought well and fiercely, and their cries of 
^^ Grod and St. James ! Honour and Spaanir)' 
kindled its natural enthusiasm in the fareost 
of the young islander. Forgetting his late 
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^oiigriuid c^pt^sions^, and the mournful 
ttttth, tiiat, ttt thiiK mometit, the Christiatifi 
m&e more his enemies than the Mexicans, 
be determined^ if possible, to make his es- 
cape. Watching his opportunity, and per- 
living tiiat many ropes, sundered by the 
iflames^ were hanging over the sides of the 
h^ffisel ia the water, he chose a moment, 
when /Idle caaaoe' was wi&in but ten or 
twelve fathoms of her^ and but few of ihotse 
HsvagBS , who had leaped overboard were 
swimming near, he rose to his feet, and 
idtouting aloud, ^^ Help for an escaping cap- 
Itm^') £md good courage to all!" he jdunged 
JjcAdfy into the lake. 

To one who, like Juan, had rolled in his 
<3uidhood among the breakers on the nortkei^ 
soast of Cuba, and to whom it was as easy a 
diversion to dive for conches in such depths as 
W0uM hafVe tried the wind of a pearl-diver, as 
ia gather limpets and periwinkles from the 
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beach, it was no great exploit to leap. !^^^T\f 
the puny billows of Tezcuco, and swim.. to ^ an 
anchored vessel, even when the path was ^Jb- 
structed by enemies, themselves not unfamiliar 
with the water. His escape was so sudden and 
unes^ected, and the prince^ Techeechee, and 
tjhe rowers, were so occupied with the scene pf 
combat into which they were hurrying, .*tbajt.,it 
is possible it would not have been noUped,.]b^ 
it not been for his exclami^on* Then,.j^^- 
ceiving him in the water, all were seized^ wif|i 
confusion and fury, some striking athim .wi^ 
their paddles, some leaping over in p^r3|l4t, 
and all so confounded and divided in actioy , 
that the canoe was on the very point of bei^ 
Overset. In this period of confusion they so^ 
lost, sight of him ; for it was not possiUe jbo 
distinguish him among the mass of infidels that 
were SMrimming about in all directions^. ^i 

The cry of Juan was perhaps not heaM fey 
his fellow*Christians in the brigantine j b^t 
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tliere was one friend aboard^ and that a brute 
one, whose ears were far quicker to detect his 
call, and whose heart was much prompter to 
obey. This was the dog Befo, who, having 
been taken from the prison on the day of the 
trial, and afterw^ds been refused admission, 
he so annoyed the guards by his whining and 
howling, and indeed all in the palace likewise, 
that they were glad to send him aboard a 
'^^sisel, to have him out of the way, until after 
the time of execution, when, it was appre- 
Hended, from his remarkable aflTection for the 
prisoner, he might give additional trouble. 

IKs services were turned to good account by 

* 

Hhe sailors, during the attack ; for, being in- 
stantly loosed, he sprung upon barbarian after 
barbarian, tumbling them into the water, or 
among the Spaniards, who despatched them. 
His appearance^ fiercer than that of the largest 
beasts of prey in Mexico, and his savage bark 
not less frightful than the yell of the jaguar or 
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the puma, were perhaps stiU more ,f.flpg^ia^V, 
than his fangs; for at the sight and sound, .^^^^ 
Mexicans, climbing over the bulwarks, recoil*^, 
and with screams of dismay, jumped into ti^e, 
water, and swam again to. the nearest canoe^ ,, 
In the midst of the conflict, B^fo heard tji^f 
cry of his master, and loosing a barbsu^^f 
whom he had caught by the throat, he sprang 
to the side of the vessel, thrust his paws and 
nose over the gunwale, and looked eagerly into 
the lake, whining all the time, and barking, as 
if to attract Juan's notice. He then ran to the 
after-deck, where were several sailors busily 
engaged in knotting a rope that seemed to pass 
to the shore, or to another brigantine nearer to 
the lake-side ; and flinging himself over the 
raiUng here as before, he looked out and 
whined loudly again. As he peered thus into 
the darkness, a faint groan, as of one strangling 
in the water, came to his ears ; and the next 
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riroment he sprung, with a wild howl, into the 
fl6oa. 

•That groan came from Juan Lerma, who that 
instant was struck a violent blow, he knew not 
by whom or with what, which, for a time, de^ 
pfived him of all sensation, and left him 
drowning in the lake. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

- .' i'" 

When Juan recovered his senses^ he fenAd 
himself lying in the bottom of a little canted 
urged by a single boatman, and already 4fr 
from the conflict. The blow, inflicted by srane 
blunt weapon, perhaps a club or paddie^ had 
stunned him, yet had not wounded; and^ 
became soon aware that he was not seriotltt^ 
injured. As he raised himself a little on bk 
arm, his companion, pausing an instant from his 
toil, exclaimed, in the well remembered tones 
of the Ottomi, 

^^ Izquauhtzin knows his friend : there is 
pone to do him harm."* 
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Techeechee !" cried the youth : " What is 
this ? where are we going ? Have they killed 
Guatimozin^ the king ? If thou art the friend 
thou hast so often proved, row me to the 
shore. Methinks we are in the middle of the 
lake !" 

" Guatimozin is the Great Eagle's friend/' 
said Techeechee, again plying his paddle ; ^^ he 
says the Great Eagle is his brother ; and be- 
i^nvae ef his feaar of the armed people, he says, 
,\ hot the Great Eagle sail alone with Techee- 
•fftee^ the old man, who has no weapons, and 
Imtm the Great Eagle very much.' " 
. « I am then again a prisoner !" said Juan, 
faidly. " Perhaps it is better, — certainly I 
«Q«not control my destiny, and very surely I 
perceive that Guatimozin is friendly to me. 
But how is this, Techeechee ? I sprang from 
the prince's boat,— I was knocked on the head 
- — How comes it that I am in this canoe ?" 

" The king picked his brother from the 
water," replied the Indian; " saying, ' Why 

VOL. II. K 
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should my brother drown, when he has escaped 
Malintzin, him who eats blood ?' * Therefore,' 
said the king, ^ take him to my house, for did 
he not carry me to his ? Put upon him the 
robe of a king's son, with the red crown of a 
Teuctli, as one who is great among the nobles 
and fighting men; and the people shall call 
him the king's brother.' '* 

To this reveahnent of a fortune so magnifi- 
cent, Juan answered only by a deep sigh, mut- 
tering within the recesses of his breast, ^^ The 
noble's gown or the victim's shirt, — ^but I will 
live and die both a Christian and Spaniard/' 

Then, contenting himself with this resolve, 
for he no longer perceived any hope of escape^ 
unless by killing the old man, and perhapis 
began to be aware how useless would be free^ 
dom, he cast his eyes about him, and endea- 
voured to learn his situation. The sounds of 
battle came but faintly to his ears, and the 
burning ships, which were stiU visible, seemed 
to be left far behind. Yet in the estimate he 
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wa$ thus enabled to make of his distance from 
the fleet, there was no little deception ; for the 
flames were expiring, and the wind, blowing 
from the west, conspired with the plashing of 
the water to deaden the sounds of combat. In 
every other quarter, all was silence and gloom. 
An impenetrable darkness lay upon the lake. 
The sky was concealed by a dense canopy of 
clouds, and he began to wonder at the pre- 
cision and understanding with which Techee- 
chee impelled the canoe towards a point indi- 
cated by no beacon on earth or in heaven, 
until he perceived, immediately over the prow, 
what seemed a httle star, as red as blood, 
glimmering on the very edge of the horizon. 
But this, he became soon convinced, was no 
heavenly luminary. Faint as it was, it shone 
steadily, and, once seen, there was no difficulty 
in preserving it always in the eye. He even 
b^an to be sensible, after a little time, that it 
%icreased in magnitude as he approached it; 

K 2 
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and, by and by, he was at no loss to believe it 
was a beacon-light, kindled upon some emi- 
nence in the pagan city, to guide the fleet ' Of 
canoes on its return from the battle. 

While he was arriving at this just conclu- 
sion, the sounds of contention dying further 
away in the background, he was struck by a 
wailing note behind, like the cry of some 
animal, swimming in the lake. He listened, 

4 

distinguished it a second time, and commaiided 
the Ottomi to cease paddling. 

** If I know the voice of a friend, that is 
the whine of Befo !" he exclaimed, looldrig 
eagerly, but vainly back. " I remember xtte 
now, that I heard him bark on board the ship. 
Put back, Techeechee, put back ! The dog is 
following me, and to his destruction, if we take 
him not up. Put back, put back !" ' 

" 'Tis the big tiger,*' said the Indian, very 
seriously. " We found him eating you iti 
the water — he had you by the head; and 



THE FALL OF MEXICO. 197 

now^ he is following like a wolf, who never 
leaves the deer after having once tasted of 
his blood." 

I 

*^ Good heavens, eating me !" said Juan. 
*^ It was he, then, that held me up when 
I was strangling ! I remember to have felt 
some one pull me by the hair, before I was 
utterly senseless. Faithful Befo ! faithful 
Befo ! there is no friend like him 1 And 
J leave him drowning, who saved me from 
the same death, and now follows me with 
affection ? Put back, put back ! — Nay, thou 
art sluggish, — old and sluggish : — I will paddle 
myself. What, Befo ! Befo !" 
. Thus exclaiming, and using the paddle, 
which he had snatched from Techeechee, with 
no little skill, it was soon clear that he was 
drawing nigh to the animal, which, hearing his 
voice, replied with loud whinings that were 
both piteous and joyful. 
^^ Alas, poor dog, thou art weary enough. 
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Hast tbou not another paddle, Techeeehee? 
the dog is drowning/' 

*^ Techeechee fears not the ocelotl," repKed 
the savage, with a voice somewhat quavering; 
^^ he killed one with his spear, and the great 
king Montezuma said, ^ The Ottomi is brave : 
he is Ocelotzin/ The Spanish tiger eats poor 
Ottomies. Techeechee has only his arrows 
and a macana/' 

" Use them not, and fear not,'' said Juan, 
already catching a sight of the struggling 
beast. " What, Befo ! Befo ! true Befo ! cou- 
rage, Befo !" 

The dog was evidently wholly exhausted ; 
yet at the cheery cry of the youth, and espe- 
cially at the sight of him, he yelped loudly, 
and raised himself half out of the water, while 
Juan, making one more sweep of the paddle 
to his side, caught him by the leathern collar, 
and strove to drag him into the boat. But 
Befo's great weight and his own feebleness 
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rendered that impossible; and it was some 
time before he could prevail upon Techeechee 
to give him assistance, and actuaUyHiy. his 
hand on the dreaded monster. 

**Dost thou not see that he loves me?** 
cried Juan by way of argument; " He loves 
me because I have done him good deeds, and 
treated him kindly. He is like a man, not 
a tiger : he remembers a benefit as long as an 
injury. Give him this help, and he will love 
thee also." 

Thus persuaded, the Ottomi timorously ex- 
tended his hand, and greatly emboldened to 
find it was not immediately snapped ofi^, plied 
his strength, which, notwithstanding his age, 
was yet considerable, until Befo was safely 
lodged in the boat. The poor dog had scarce 
strength left to raise his head to his master's 
knee, but devoured his hand with caresses, 
while he sank trembling, panting, and power- 
less^ into the bottom of the skiff. 
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^^ Thus it is with the dog; whom you call a 
tiger/^ said Juan, in a moralizing mood, a^ he 
surveyed his faithful friend ; " Black or white. 

■ is-. 

red or olive-hued, whom he once lores, be 
loves well. Happy or wretched, proud or, 
lowly, it is all one : he asks not if his master 
be a villain. A tiger in courage, in strength, 
and vindictiveness, he is yet a lamb, — the faym 
of a doe, — ^in the hands of his master. Feed 
him, he loves you — starve him,^ he loves you-77^ 
beat him, still does he love you. Once gain 
his affection, and you cannot cast it off: the.^ 
rich man cannot bribe his love with gold, and" , 
bread will not seduce him away \ — nay, he wilj 
sometimes pine away on your grave. His^^ 
name has been made a by-word for all that is . 
base and villanous — I know not why, unless 
it is because, being the fondest and most con- 
fiding of living creatures, he is therefore the ^ 
worst used : but the word is a satire upon our 
own injustice. Look at him, Techeechee;^ ^^^.,. 
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at me : I have been ever poor and well nigh 
fhendless — I gave him to one who is as a prince 
among men : yet when he — ^his then master, — 
struck at me with his sword, this dog seized 
the weapon with his teeth; he came to me 
when I lay in prison, he sprang to me when 
I was dying in the lake, and he perilled his life^ 
as thou hast seen, that he might have the poor 
privilege to follow me. I am a beggar and an 
outcast, a man degraded, and, it may be, soon 
outlawed :— -yet does this poor creature love 
me hone the less. Ay, Befo ! it is all one to 
thee, what I am, and whither I go !" 

To this eulogium, which the desolate youth 
pronounced with much feeling, Techeechee 
answered not a word ; for though the expres- 
sions were Mexican, their purport was beyond 
his comprehension. He merely stared with 
much admiration upon the good understanding 
which seemed to exist between his companion 
and ^ creature that was in his eyes so terrific. 

k8 
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But the endearments mutually shared by two 
creatures of a race so different, and yet in 
heart so much alike, had the good effect 
to deprive him of many of his fears, so 
that he plied his paddle with good-will, and, 
the wind abating, rapidly shortened the dis- 
tance that stiU divided them from the island 
city. 

He had already put a wide sheet of water 
between him and the battle, and when the 
Indian fleet, beaten off, or satisfied with the 
mischief done, began to retreat, followed by 
such of the brigantines as were in plight to 
pursue, it was easy to preserve so much of the 
distance gained as to be beyond the reach of 
danger. The flash of a falconet occasionally 
burst dimly behind, its heavy roar startUng 
back the breeze ; and sometimes a cannon ball 
came skipping over the surges close by. But, 
the wind being against the Spaniards, it was 
soon seen that there were left no Indians upon 
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whom to exercise their arms^ unless such as 
had, in their consternation, lost sight of the dim 
beacon, and remained paddling about the lake 
at random. 



eo 
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engaging themselves each moment from the 

rolling mists. Though the tops of the higher 

mountains of the east were visible, the lower 

borders of the lake in that quarter, as well as 

to the north and south, were yet concealed 

under vapours. In the west, however, the view 

was but little obstructed, and he could behold, 

distinctly enough, the dense masses of edifices, 

which covered the whole island of Mexico 

and many a broad acre of water around it. 

T3ie huge pyramids, with their tower-*like sanc- 

tmoies, rose proudly^ as of yore, high above 

the surrounding buildings; the turrets and 

pinnadies, that crowned tiie royal palaces 

and the houses of nobles, still gleamed in the 

morning air ; and, as he drew ni^, he cotild 

. see the gardens of shrubs and flowers on the 

terraces, which gave to the whole city a Idok 

of verdure strange and beautiful to behokl. 

• As soon as objects became distinct, T«ohee- 

chee observing that Juan's garments were yet 

-dripping vnth wet, took from the prow of ^ the 
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canoe a little bundle^ from which he drew a 
broad, richly ornamented tilmaltli, or cloak, 
a nuuvtlatlj or cloth to wrap round the loins, 
sandals for the feet, fillets for the hair, and a 
fiui of feathers to protect the eyes firom sun- 
shine. These he proflFered to Juan, giving 
him to understand that he -should forthwith 
doff his Christian weeds, and appear in the 
guise of a Mexican noble ; telling him, at die 
same time, that they had been provided by 
Guatimozin, in anticipation of his dehverance. 
Yet neither remonstrance nor entreaty could 
prevail upon him to do more than throw off 
his reeking surcoat, and supply its place by the 
Indian cloak, which was of sufficient capacity, 
when folded about his person, almost to con- 
ceal his under attire, now in a great measure 
dried by the warmth of his body. This being 
accomphshed to his satisfaction, Techeechee 
resumed his paddle, and fixing his eyes upon 
the imperial city, began to mumble, in an 
under voice, certain snatches of native airs. 
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which^ both in quality and pitchy bore no little 
resemblance to the suppressed growlings, or 
rather the groaning of an imprisoned lion, and 
which, had Juan required any such testimony, 
would have proved how little his commerce 
with the Conquerors and his personal affection 
for himself, had withdrawn his heart from the 
people and the faith of Montezuma. As he 
advanced still nearer to the city, his air grew 
more confident, his tones more resolute and 
animated ; and, by and by, without seeming to 
regard the presence of the young Spaniard, he 
launched boldly into a sort of national anthem, 
in which the military pride of the Mexicans 
was mingled with the gloom of their ferocious 
superstitions. The melody was rude and 
savage, — or rather it was no melody at all, 
but a chant or recitative, which was relieved 
from monotony only by the variations of em- 
phasis, which became stronger and stronger, 
as the distance waxed less and less to the city. 
To express the words employed in any of tiie 



906 CORTES, OR 

metrical modes of civilized song, would be to 
rob the roundelay of its identity ; for rhythm 
and melody were equally set at defiance ; — at 
least, so it would have seemed to an ear accus- 
tomed only to the natural music of iambics 
and dactyls. We will therefore express them 

« 

in unambitious prose, only premising that 
before the barbarian had proceeded far in the 
chant, the song was caught up and continued 
by the warriors in the fleet of canoes, now 
paddling out of the mists behind, and by many 
infidels who watched its approach from the 
shore, and from an island crag, strongly forti- 
fied, that lay a little to the east of the city. 

" Mexitli Tetzauhteotl,* o-ah ! o-ah !" thus 
sang the pagan, — " the son of the woman f of 



• Mexitli, the Terrible God. 

t Coatlicue, or Coatliquay, a religieuse, and sort oC 
lady- abbess, of a mythic era. She was deified as the 
Goddess of Flowers. — A strange mother for such a son. 
But the Mexicans carried a sword in one hand, and a 
flower in the other. 
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Tula. " Mother, I will protect you.'* The green 
plume is on his head, the wing of the eagle is 
on his leg, his forehead is blue like the firma- 
ment; he carries a spear and buckler, and 
Mrith the fir-tree of Colhuacan,t he crushes the 
mountains. ^ Mother, I will protect you.^ Am 
not I the son of Mexico ? and is not Mexico 
the daughter of Mexitli ? O-ah, o-ah ! Mexitli 
Tetzauhteotl ! 

" My father ate the heart of Xochimilco ! 
Where was Painalton, the god of the swift 
foot, when the Miztecas ran to the mountains? 
^ Fast, warrior, fast !' said Painalton, brother of 
Mexitli. His foot-print is on the snows of 
Iztacdhuatl, and on the roof of Orizaba.^ 
Tochtepec and Chinantla, Matlatzinco and 
Oaxaca, they shook under his feet, as the hiUs 



* The words of the god, yet unborn, when the life of 
Coatlicue was threatened by her human children. 

t The Hunchbacked Mountain, on the sides of which 
the Mexicans won their first recorded victory. 

J Pejauttcntl, in Mexican. 
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shake, when Mictlanteuctli, king of heU, groans 
in the caverns. So my father killed the men 
of the south, the men of the east and west, 
and MexitU shook the fir-tree with joy, and 
Painalton danced by night among the stars. 

*' Where is the end of Mexico ? It begins 
in Huehuetapallan in the north, and who knows 
the place of Huehuetapallan ?* In the south, 
it sees the lands of crocodiles and vultiores, 
—the bog and the rock, where man cannot 
Uve. The> sea washes it on the east, the sea 
washes it on the west, and that is the end^— 
Who has looked to the end of the waters ? It 
is the land of blossoms, — ^the land of the tiger- 
flower, and the cactus-bud that opens at night 



I * HuehuetapallaD^ was the name of the unknown 

land, from which came all the hordes of Toltecs and 
Aztecs. One. remarkable circumstance connected with 
the famous ruined city near to Palenque in Guatemala, 
seems to have escaped the theorists. It is said that the 
Indians call this city by the name of Huehuetapallan. 

I It is far to the south of Mexico. 
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like a star,— of the flower-of-the-dead,* that 

i ■ 

ghosts come to snufF at, and of the hand^ 
flower,} which our gods planted among the 
hills. It is a land dear to Mexitli. 

"Who were the enemies of Mexico ? Their 
heads are in the walls of the House of Skulls, 
and the little child strikes them, as he goes by, 
with a twig. Once, Mexico was a bog of reeds, 
and Mexitli slept on a couch of bulrushes : our 
god sits now on a world of gold, and the world 
13 Mexico. WiU any one fight me ? I am a 
Mexican. — Mexitli is the god of the brave. 
Our city is fair on the island, and Mexitli 
sleeps with us. When he calls me in the morn- 
ing, I grasp the quiver, — the quiver and the 
axe ; and I am not afraid. When he winds his 

horn from the temple, I know that he is my 
father, and that he looks at me, while I fight. 

• The Dahlia. 

t Arhol de las Manitaa — the marvellous tree, of which, 
besides that in the present Botanic Garden, there are 
supposed to be but two more specimens in the land, 
unless known only to the Indians. 
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Sound the horn of hattite, for I see the }sp^t» 
of a foe ! Mexitli Tetzatiteotl, we are the men 
of Mexico !^^ 

With such roundelays as these, echoed at 
a distance by the rowers in the fleet and by 
many barbarians from the buildings that pto- 
jected into the lake, Techeeehee urged the light 
canoe through a sluice in the northei^^ diiie^, 
and approached that long neck or peninst^ 
once the island of Tlatelolco, but lon^ A&te 
imited to that of Tenochtitlan, which gave it^^ 
name to the fiftbh quarter of the city, and^ as it 
afterwards appeared, was the site of the nobleist 
of the many palaces, built at different peiidd^/ 
by the kings of Mexico. A lai^e portion of ih& 
peninsula, midway between its extremity and 
the ancient bank of the island of Tenochtitlan^ 
was occupied by a garden, divided from the lake 
by a wall lofty enough to secure it against the 
assault of a foe, and yet sufficiently low to ex- 
pose to the eye of a spectator on the lake, the 
rich luxuriance of groves, among whose wa;mg 
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lgk(»it^i9 oould be traced the outlines of a spaci- 
QU» edifice, profusely decorated with turrets 
and observatories, some of which were of great 
tieigbt and singular structure. 

Against this wall, through a fleet of fishing 
cashes, xuow paddling out into the lake, Techee- 
ob^ seemed to direct the little skiff, much ta 
jM^n's fiiffprise, until, having drawn nigher, he 
pKnre^Tedfihat it was perforated by several gate- 
w^y^^ or -sallyports, very low, and evidently 
4€^igiiieid to give entrance only to the humble 
vessels which composed the Mexican navy. 
Tlie^ largest was wide enough to admit two or 
(btsee of the largest piraguas abreast, and the 
smuHer ones seemed intended only for the pri- 
fat^ gondolas of the royal family. All were 
defended by stout wickets, which, as Juan soon 
per()eived, were raised and let fall firom within,' 
smme^i^iat in the manner of a portculUs. 

The tranquillity that seemed to reign within 
tibis sanctified recess, betrayed at once its royal 
d^uiiracfeer. In every other quarter of the city. 
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as he passed it^ Juan could hear a roaring htai, 
as if proceeding from a vast multitude^ pent 
within the narrow island^ — as was indeed the 
case, the whole mihtary strength of die empire 
being concentrated within the limits of tlie 
island and the shore-cities that commanded 
the causeways. But here all was a profound 
ealm, broken only by the songs of birds^ and^ 

occasionally, by what seemed the cry of some 
tamed and domesticated beast of prey. 

As Techeechee urged the canoe towards one 
of the smaller gateways, Juan beheld the wicket 
ascend from the water, but without seeing by 
whom or in what manner, it was raised. An 
instant after, he was on the very point of ent^^ 
ing the narrow chasm, perhaps never more to 
repass it. He turned his back again to the 
lake, and strove to discover the dim lines and 
masses of shore and city, palace and pyramid, 
among which he had so lately dwelt in sorrow 
and confinement. The mists were nearly dis- 
persed, and the sky was clear; but the fiery 



THE FALL OP MEXICO. 215 

txwk of the rising sun over the lake^ dazzled 
his eyes^ and, with a veil of radiance, hid the 
towers of Tezcuco. He caught an indistinct 
view of two or three hrigantines^ becalmed at a 
distance from the shore, which they were en- 
deavotiring to regain by the force of oars ; but 
the city of Acolhuacanese was no longer visi- 
ble : and by and by, the whole prospect of the 
lake was shut out by the garden wall, under 
which he had passed. He had scarce turned 
away his eyes, when the wicket sunk, with a 
{dunge, into the water. He looked back : but 
those who had loosed it, were already hidden 
among the shrubbery. It seemed as if the fall- 
ing of that portal had shut him out for ever 
from the society of his countrymen. His com- 
panions were now to be found among the un- 
civilized and the godless. 

A narrow canal, bordered with banks of 
flowers, conducted the canoe from the gate- 
way to a little stone basin, planted round with 
treets, at the roots of which were placed carved 
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blocks of stone^ as if designed for s^ts^ ^^ 
Techeechee sprang ashore> foUowec^ .J^y^j^^aimi 
and Befo, the latter now completely f;^ fr^i|il^|^ 
and^ though evidently somewhat surpris^d^ ff^ 
even daunted^ by the novelty of hiji situ^^Qg, 
without showing any symptoms of hay^ ^fj- 
pented his change of masters. . „ - . tU i.« 

, " The Great Eagle is in tjie hp\4pi%j](^j^ 
king, his brother," said the Ottopi^f "jP^{|j^ 
enemies "cannot reach him, — ^no, not ^e^^.^jf 
they were the T^atpani of the great city. ,^it 
down then, and be at peace ; for pre^enlly ^ 
king will come from the lake, and spea^,t;p^ hj^ 
brother. Techeechee will so to the waU.and 
1^0^. oijt. . Th^ big tiger,— the dog,— ?fB<h',j 
He h{icl.ali'eady, apquired the dog's name, w,.f§^ 
near an approach to it as his organs could QXff(^ 
master, and was not a little pleasedj^ wheiij^e 
animal, raising Jiis head at the sound, stalked 
amiqably tq^ards him^ rubbing his nose^^^g^g^^^ 
him in token of good-will. ^^ Fepol aa^|gg|^ 

1? .aov 
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Ti^ luyt without some nervousness -"very 
ptidtty Pepo, Techeechee's brother. Guatimo- 
2!ti is tbe Young Eagle's brother ; Techeecbee 
vnSi be Pepo's !*' Then, Befo having returned 
to Juan, he continued, ^' Let not Pepo roam 
through the garden; the watchmen on the walls 
would think him a tiger escaped from his cage, 
Khd ^(iot him with arrows. This is the Pool 
of the Full Moon : here the king will come to 
llis brother." 

So saying, Techeecbee glided away through 
the shrubbery, and was presently seen ascend*- 
ing the wall, by certain steep steps constructed 
for the purpose, up to a ledge, undoubtedly 
prepared to give footing to defenders, from 
which he could overlook the outer parlipet, and 
enjoy an extensive view of the lake. 

And now the outcast Juan, after giving way, 
for a few moments, to a grief that was the 
stronger perhaps, from the opportunity thus 
o£S»red of indulging it in secret, began gradually 
to be moved by other feelings, in which curi-' 

VOL. II. L 
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ei^ soon becfime {nredominftnt ; 'and bolA^ 
About him, he beheld vnih his o^n leyes An 
ek&ndple of the strange and barbarie magn^ 
cence ^ich charactemed the royal gardens 'jo£ 
AnWiuac. 

The mm was alreiidy high in tihe east, and the 
l6at tain-drop was exhaling from the limf^ iSlia 
sky w&s elouciless, the waters \reni attife9ti;^^(|t 
was such a day as Imit beauty to Ejects not is 
themselves fair; and to the green btMlxaHce'Of 
fciilige and the harmonious hues of fitnireE&:it 
itiiparted a loreliness as dear to the Tmi^gihatiiatt 
as the senses. It was the spring tioine^ too]^ 
tlil^ selicsoii "bf Nature's triumph and rcjotdn^. 
'' The^boi of the Full Moon, as Tedieediee 
tialicaBed it, doubtless from its drcular siiapei^ 
and' its dimiiiutive i^ze, was surrounded faya 
yHftiltfi trees as dense as that which enidbsed 
file memorable pond in the garden of Teacaiso^ 
But besides the addition of the stone seats 
atvi basin^ it was ornamented with baplH^ d£ 
th^ richest flowers^ behind which rose a thidc 
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gettiog(of shrabbery; ai^ firam the bi^caid^ 
o£ tfa^ylrefis bung rich tufts and feisrtooiis of.tb^ 
gtftf,,ia9SflH-^the Barba de EapaSa, wjbd^ g^f§ 
101. .air of such indescribable splemnjly t9 j^ 
forests of the lower MississippL A fyw ^^ 
bmlsMrajrbldd aooong the biMighs^ and jt^.fi9ld- 
eitiket fdmpiad jya the bushes. l» Qthm x^ 
Hjfedgk lAiejp^toe vim sitentaud whpQy so)itaiy,j 
mdjasats peeiSL waUs shut out almost alt<^€^ 
ther^tiae; ^ctades (fiaelosed firom other pliH^j 
JEuaoi ]«£h it^ after Beeiog that Teeh^aghte ci?p^ 
iHBiied hasiiifBid on ihe wall^ as if tber^etiWfyiffk. 
6tillata^:diatanoe« f < r< 

pe aow perceived that tbe^i!4e%?^ug]^ 
veigr beasitiful^ was a labjninthfy (^> rj^ti^r,,^^^ it 
ffAfnifidj ^a wildi^ness of groyei^j gla^f^j^i^ 
fi>i|ntains, some of which JIaat burst .fraiUs 
Atcaotda of jitone, that were tha ^ped^estalsictf^ 
radttjanS Antastic statues/ perhaps idals» aj^d. 
«lBie spontediip into ..the air^ fromibe mout^s^ 
i£ fdxfheyrf iserpesia and dragons^ as if Ihet; 
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science of hydraulics had akeady begun fo 
dawn upon the minds of the Mexican artisans. 
The noblest cypresses rose over the humblest 

« 

vine, and many a convolvulus rolled its cataract 
of flowers over the tops of lesser trees, and 
many an aloe, from a vast pyramid of leaves, 
reared up its lofty pillar, crowned with a yellow 
canopy of blossoms. All the splendour or the 
vegetable world known to Anahuac, found its 
place in this magnificent retreat : and "^tne 
plants of the lower zones, and even the pialiiis 
of the coast, had been made to thrive side by 
side with those productions which were natural 
to the elevated valley. 
• Besides these ornaments and a thotisaild 
similar, the animal kingdom was made to add 
a charm, and, as it soon appeared, a horror' to 
thfe rbyal garden; for Juan had no sooner Ifeft 
the pool, than he beheld, besides a tiiousand 
birds of every dye among the trees, som6 hrflf 
dozen deer frisking over the glades, and li^fd 
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^at .|:>ut a littlo distance the roar of fiercer 

«>j tii>^. ' - • < . • •■ . ' '^ 

aniia^ls. such as came to his ears, while he 

, w?is yet on the lake. , ' 

A,t a sound so hostile, Befo bristled and 

uttered a low bark^ as if to apprize his master 

of the presence of danger ; but Juan knew 

enough of the habits of the Mexican kings to 

)^p^erstand that their gardens^ besides enclosing 

^allj that was beautiful among plants, contained 

^l^so. aviaries and menageries, in which were 

CQllected the birds and beasts of their empire ; 

,^-^in other words, they were Zoological Gar* 

J 4^ns,. such as the advance of science is now 

establishing in the countries of, JEurope, A 

t^jijtle fawn, feeding hard by, ^tart^d with^ore 

j.l^error at this unusual cry of Befo, than ^t ^ny 

of. the howls to which it had been long, ^cjpms- 

^ ,tpnied, atid ran timidly away. As it fl^d^^ J}?an 

i.^^arked^ that its neck was encircled b^y /a 

jtphaplet of flowers, as if lately put on by sop^e 

jj^p^sing hand. 

At this sight a new impulse seemed to seize 
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hhe youth. He Mteted, heaim^y kstMt^*ii$ 
€ye to the wall, on vhieh Te^e^ei^ee wafPj^ 
istanding, and then mafking the quarta"#faitbiiir 
tiie Ktde animal had fled, he bedkoned to 'Bifife 
to take post at his heris, aad immediM:^ 
?6ilo^ed. ' ' 

' He fi^oon found himaelf ankmg a maze laf, 
cojpses, among wliich wer^ Mitt^i^d ^dl^cq» 
cages or baskets, of great strengfii^'^MCtDred'^to 
the trunks of trees, and little peiddddcs eqtta&y 
strong, each containing some feroeious or ut^ 
tameable beast, many g£ them brought fifom 
tiie most distant provinces^ Thus he 'beheld 
—besides an abundant display of |n3Biias:^or 
jhitzlis, (the m^neless lion,) ji^uars, woli(^, 
bunibes, and wfld dogs — the bison of CSi&utf- 
hua staggering in his pen, the antelope 'cnr 
pronghom of the north, and even the gveiit 
4)ear from the ridges of the Oregon or Rboky 
Motmtains. The tapir of Guatemala rofiedr fay 
'his feiiny pool, and the peccary lierded^hiKd 
by« Here were apes, ant-eaters, pocen^^iiu^ 
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^lii|d m. th$i]k39^n4 other i^imaU| a^d, ^^i^png 
tMm^ unprisoQ^ with th^ fiiame jeaJiou$i q^^ 
in suilftUie cnges^ were the reptiles of d^^ 
«i»mtry^-rUsard9 and adders^ and all the fyt^Wj 
of the CrQtalus, from the common rattle$na]^^ 
of America to that frightful one of Me:iic9 
ftnd JSouth Am^oa^ which has been distin* 
gnii&ed as especially the Horrid. Here was 
the . phosphoresoent cmcoatly whose path 
idiUroiigh the bushes and gri^ss by night is said 
lobe indicated by the gleaming light of hi^ 
body ; the tUkoUi or great black serpent of the 
^mfiWftains^ and the still more formidable and 
^gaJ^tie caMubcoatli or Boa^Constrictor, wjhtfqh^ 
.like Us neighbour^ the cayman or cropodil^^ 
fixHti the same boiling fens of the coast, m^e 
'bis pr^y upon the largest stags, and eyen 
human beings. With these were nlany smallfSt 
snakes, distinguished for their beauty^ aod 
\]s6i9Mlame8 their docility, some of which Xattg^, 
i entirely harmless, were allowed to crawl about 
^lKtiii^rtyk 
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It Would require a book by itself to paitt- 
eulame and describe all the members of thi« 

fearful convocation of monsters; of which it 

,■ . ' '* »i, 

was afterwards written by Bemal Diaz, that 
#hen the beasts and reptiles were provoked 
and irritated, so as to howl and hiss together, 
* the palace seemed like hell itself/ It is very 
certain that Befo lost much of his dignity of 
carriage at the mere sight of such assembled 
terrors, creeping along reluctantly, and with 
draggling tail ; and Juan himself was hot 
without some sensations of alarm, as he foimd 
himself now startled by the growl of an angry 
mitzli, now perturbed by the sudden rustling 
of a boa among the dried reeds of his coucl]^ 
The rattlesnakes shook their castanets at his 
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approach, the cayman tumbled, with a sudden 
plunge, into his muddy pool, the wolf showed 
his sharp teeth, and the ape darted towards 
him from the tree, with a wild, chattering, and * 

half hostile scream. But he had remarked ^ 

^\r .i '■■ ^ ^ ■ , ■ . ■ ft t*a*e 

that the little fawn directed its course imme** 
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diately through the thickest of the assemblage^ 
and if that circumstance did not convince him 
of the safety of the path, he was certainly 
ashamed to show less coxirage than the young 
of a doe. He therefore trudged onwards, and 
in a few moments, exchanged the scene for 
one less frightful, though not less striking. 
He was now among the birds of Mexico; 

r 

A grove — ^it might have seemed a forest — of 
. lofty trees, was covered over with a curious 
contrivance of nets, some of which were con- 
fined to their tops, while others were made to 
surround the shrubbery at their roots, in all 
which were confined the noisy prisoners. — 
Other nets were flung over little pools^ whose 
banks and surface were enlivened by the pre-* 
sence of water-fowl. In some places cages 
were hung upon the trees, containing the more 
precious or unmanageable captives. Through 
this grove one might penetrate in all conceiv- 
able directions, and seem to be confined along 

I. a 
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mth it»fea«hered inhabitants, iM fRthifmfy 

sepftirated from them by the nets. "* 

' The onter portion or border of the growe 

Was devoted to the endless tribe of parrbfis, 

Vhose mi^ificent colours gave a beauty fo 

the^ree tops, not to be lessened even try tiBe 

horrid clamour of their voices. TPhc^^j^ 

bitds were downed vrittith the isllent re^^is 

of its centre. ' '' ^:'^*^^^^^ 

' If curiosity and a metfe Ibve of baifeti^felBS- 

•playy without other motive, had coll'ediey ^o^" 

ther in the gardens of MexicJo hei^ b^aslsJ^titra 

teptiles, uftility had some little influence 'iif^e 

sdectiioii of her birds. Their featheAwreriyflfe- 

* Voted to a thousand purposes of ornaicneWiJ'ynd 

among others, to the construction of those S^fy 

'singular Mosaic works, or pictui'es, Vhich T&^e 

' Won the admiration even of European pMh^rs 

-'and virtuosos. But while thlis ptovi3i&^^%r 

'the supply of one of the most elegant of wiftfts, 

'ihe Mexican kings secured td themsrelvfe^^TOe 



'',1 )»■:.' 



>vi\j atoil 



THE FALL. Q¥ MEXICO. 28; 

/p^aii^s of addiog the loveliest and mott nal^ral 

feature to their gardens. It would be imp^Wr 

Ue to convey any just idea of the splendid 

crieatures that went wandering and leaping, lii^ 

sunjbeams, amoi^g thie leaves and overthe.gcfu^. 

. iplfig}^ {^nd kit;es sat on the trees, and stork^^ 

. hfi](:/i)^, .aa^ flsujpjj^gos, stalked through the 

yB9f4^ Iif^r0 the maoaw flashed, screaining, 

through the boughs; there the w^od-pige^ 

.^^:^oiQg by his mate* The little mc^druffodor, 

<9^ ,^ly riser, the happiest of his. species, wiio 

(ji^||irps .up b^s companions, whcA the moi^c^^]^ 

jffX p«ep3. fo)m the horizon, repeal^ his joml 

j|ipt© ; the white-sparrow, the calandra, tb^,p|gr- 

^,,4i^al^ the sable-and-golden orible, and the Uttle 

,,j^|>otted tiger-bird, added their charming voices ; 

^ f^d the centzontli, or mocking-bird, a^ it is 

,,tf^yially called, for it is worthy of a name muph 

^ jpore ppetical and dignified, whistled and ssmg 

jpfix sach a power and variety of melpdy, as 

^^fi^ all other songsters in the back grow^. ^Ti^e 

little chufiOr-rosMy — ^rose-pickers, or humming^* 



birds,— darted about firom blossom to blos- 
som, needing and acknowledging no bonds 
save those of attachment to their favourite 
flowers. 

Through this delightful grove Juan stepped, 
enchanted with its music; and following a 
pleasant path, over which there echoed no notes 
louder than those of the little wood-pigeon, 
such as the traveller yet hears cooing in the 
copse that surmounts the mouldered pyra- 
mid, of Choluja^ he was soon introdt^ed -to a 
spectacle more striking, more lordly, and <» 
bimiar more captivating than any fae faodv^cl 
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' CHAPTER XII. 

. , ■ . • - • » ■ ' '" . » 

B Iti '"d gtem nook, exceedingly sequestered 
and* peculiarly beautified by banks of the richest 
timr&tay were five Indian ix^idens, three of 
whom danced under tUe trees on the smo>6th 
grass, to the sound of a little pipe or flute, that 
was played by a fourth. The other, half kneel- 
ing, reclined hard by, fastening a chaplet of 
flowers round the neck of a fawn, younger and 
tamer than that which had fled from Befo, and 
which was now seen frisking uneasily, or per- 
haps jealously about its companion. 

Young, pretty, and robed with such simpUcity 



as mii^t liave beoome die HaragdryadBi of 
Thessalf , revelling around the green oaks wilsh 
wbicb their fate was so inseparably eonneoted, 
-the dancers might indeed have been esteemed 
ngrmj^ of the wood, as they moved graceiR^y 
;aiid a*tiptoe over the vdivet grass, all uneoB^ 
aeious of the presence of any f^imin cur anyr 
thing to make them a^aid. Thei^r ^s^k^d- , fl&xt 
and arms glimt^ered with oro^mea^.of «%ld 
and native rubies; and the white cueitl^-^.Q^ 
Hjfmmf with a pefn#»r v^t or j^)f et of ]l>ri]jl}ant 
o^loursi whUe allpwing.iinref(tpin«d .motion ^tp 
their Uiaaibm, gave almost a qlaasieaiid statuanf 
h^^y^ty i^ their %are^. The youthful musif^W 
. l^fua^ed against a tree, pleasantly j&bsorbed m,^ 
.m^lq^y she was drawing from the p^; w})^ 
th? fifth maidens for whose amusement the .d^- 
j.Tersion wa^ obviously poiitinue^y w^9 too 'OEMiH^ 
.ofjcjipied with the .pet anima\, whose ^l?i$w<n 
.i^mqd rather to be to browse up^ Jhe 9]^- 
teit than to vr^ it,-^to. ^ve wufh 9t^v^9ffirfi^ 
ejjtherthe danoe qr the^roundelaj^v . ^.^ ^^^•^\. 
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• Tlie ivfiok scene was one of enehanling inn^ 
6ittite atikl repose; and even Befio, vfco^Mite 
^ofit to indicate the presence of a stranger vnilh 
d growl, betrayed no token of dissatis&otionf^ 
that Juan stood for a little time gaeiiig on, 'W^ 
tkely unseen. His looks were fastened upiofi 
her to ^vd>bm l3ie muttiman and the dmiecMi 
weire^lytrt; atttehdants, and who, from other <Ar- 
tttestances, Tiad a stronger <^laiin oti his i^ 
gard. 

M her he beheld the yenmg infidel, whd«e in^ 

fiuence over his mind, operating upon it only 

for good, had altered tfce whole current of his 

Rjfrtuhes, and changed what had once seemed a 

destiny of aggrandisement and reirown, intaa 

^reer of suffering and contumely. He was 

flow in the presence of one, for whom he liad 

iiicarred the hatred of a rindictiTe riral (for^ 

%}s miseries were dated from the period of bis 

quarrel with Guzman), for whose sake he h^ 

Yef&sed the intercession, and spumed the a£fee- 

tion, of the still more unhappy Magdalenaj -axltd 
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for whom he now thought that even the last 
and greatest of his griefs, his exile from Chris- 

« a I 

tian companionship, was a happiness, since it 
promised her th6 inestimable gift of a faith, 
which he would have gladly purchased her with 
his life. How far a barbarian and the daughter 
of a barbarian was worthy of, and capable of 
inspiring, an affection so romantic and so nob^e, 
we must inquire of our hearts, rather than our 
reason. 

She was of that age which, in our northern 
climes would have constituted her a girl, but 
which, in a tropical region, entitled her to the 
narp,e of woman. Her figure was neither mean 
nor low, but of such exquisite proportions as, 
in , jthese days of voluntary degeneration, are 
seldom found except among the children of na- ^ 
ture. Her skin was, for her race, wonderfully 
fair ; and yet there were, even among the men 
of Mexico, skins much lighter than those of v. 
aoQV&.pf the Spaniards, of which Guatimozin 
was a famous example. Her dress was similar 
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- - <. - 

in fashion to that of the other damsels, but con- 
sisted of many more garments, according to the 

• - . * . " 

mode of the very wealthy and noble maidetis, 
who were accustomed to wear one cueitl over 
another, each successive one being shorter than 
the preceding, so that the borders of each could 
be distingmshed. Thus, when they were of 
different colours, as was often the case, the 

4 

-» . ' , ... 

whole figure, from the ankles to the waist, 

^f».') •'-•■. . . . 

seemed enveloped in one voluminous garment, 

distinguished by broad horizontal stripes, ex- 

ceedingly gay and brilliant. The colours upon 

the garments of this maiden were of a more 

*■,-»-•»... 

modest character, and richness was given* to* ' 

I* -■ . , 
them rather by borders singularly embroidered^' 

in gold and gems, than by any splendour oF"' 

tints. A little vest or bodice of very peculiar - 

fancy was worn over the shoulders and bosorh,- -^ 

se(nired by a girdle that might have been called- ' 

a chain, since it was composed of links of jgbHi '^' 

Her arms were bare like the others', aiid nfer '^' 

feet, not entirely naked^ as was tbecasti'^rdSi^^ 

^>inn-< .■...,;. . . ■ A.:uvi, 
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tkd re0ty ^i^ae protected by H.mrtJ 6£\fmtMif 
shoes, too complete to be catled^ sdmfaiiig titt 
yttt too low to be mocssins* With this graosfid 
^giire, was a face singularly sweet ^and 09^ 
beaut^ttl, with ejres so broad, so lai^e, sa dad|, 
BO lustrously mttd and switlike in expresaioK, 
that they riralled those of the young, fawu she 
was caressing, and perb^is^ movdj tiiaB.^tibe 
trivial circumstance presently, to be.menfnanDsftj 
had contributed to obtain fitr her a itmxat^kif 
which her countrymen seemed to eom}>an».h0r 
ibo the lights of heaven. Among the gold es^ 
naments and gems of emerald and ruby, wiA 
which her hair was interwoven in braids, w^ a 
large jewel of pearls, the rarest, and theridfiirp 
the most precious, of trinkets in TenochtilljQpa. 
It was in the form of a star, to which it bote 
as much resemblance among the sable midnigiit 
of her hair, as does the. snowy blossom of the 
great Magnolia amid the dusky obscurity of its 
evirargreen boughs* ^" 

Upon this vision Juan could h&tB gkaed.^r 
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temm ; Tbul the fafrti Whudi im had foUoved to 
JIhe retiieat, peniGvvmg the fonaoidabk Befb so 
jBJtene ikI haxul^ bleated out a haafcjr t^ann^ and 
stints dinected laqpon him the eyea of the whole 
pufy* The dance and the musdc ceased | die 
jnaidcaia screamed^ and would have fled, bift 
iair the sense of daty whbb constrained them 
to await- the bidding' of their miatreffii. She, 
:thoiigh'mueh alamedat the sight of neighs 
t)^ur8:'80 unexpected, yetmfaigled with her 
^MrdT feding« whidi kept her chained to the 
tspdb^ while Ihe attendants clustered around 
i»v^ confiused, and anxious to fly« 
■a ^As soon as Juan perceived the ahmn of the 
'patty, and saw the eyes of the prihcess dbreotad 
upbn him, he bent a knee half to the imrth^ as 
if in tiiie presence of a princess of Christendom, 
Jrtgpi^g^tly, 

^^ I am Juan Lerma, a Castilian***-an eDdle 
^m the Spanish oamp, entreating nilelDoixie 
from my enemies, and yet am no enemy* ¥mr 
Tine']Ki% daughter of Monteauma j • sod fear 



nQt^tbifi animal, who $baU be to^tbee-^ii^iSobK) 
laia as the young fawns." -■ i <ot| ^jbV 

At tjieae words, pronounced m^ th^iij^iiwnj 
tongtt^ and with a voice so mijd ^nA tMH&Hibi 
aMng). tbe maidens recovered somewb^^ ;£roppj 
their firigbt) and assuming at o^ce r^.tMl^ 
chiCM^aotOTstically aedate, cast thejjci.e]^ Uf^^ 
the earth, while the young prino^^^ S^^oofii^rffe'i 
garding Jut^i, with a eoun teuspce indifi^te of 
mwiy changing emx>tions. . Seeing,, y^fe^n, ^g 
hadifinished^ that he preserved an, atf^tiiifei q£( 
submistsive reiqpect and expectation,. ^WlitfifipfiAi 
tiim^y /orwardi and presenting him Ih^ >gKi»i 
land wliHclak ishe bad failed to secure ai:^imd ^^9 
ne^.ftjfr^t^.faywte, said artlessly, :aT<^v>y§J[:r 
^fe.Jtejl^5<ftgni4y and decision, o c .7 jsriw 

.^^ISbeikijagis flie Great Eag^e^s £riend;nAei 
d(K||gh|^^f M<mte£uma is his bondifaaidm^iiftt) 
i» ^fiFfjigiiin]^ ta Mexico. I remember th^|£deBJdfj 
of Maalesnma my father, — I r^ULembKn^Aido 
good iMMMof the Christian.-- He is vrehxOBmS'^ih 
Then putting the chaplet into his hand, and 
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taAdt«^ tiiis into her own, with a confidence thftt 
was perhaps hm much the result of unsophk^ 
til^ted feelings as of peculiar customs, she 
to^sijcfe^d it with her foreheads-vindicating by 
h^ words, her gift, and her act of ceremonious 
silkitatfon, iStiSit, with her welcome, she cbn^ 
fet»sid ti^ oMigation of friendship and gratitude - 
fffPait* of past kindness. 
H^^*'I»^l^^ar the garland upon my breast,'* 
s6t& jH^h^ with a look of purer satis&etion than 
1^ I$iid ^sliown for many long days ; " and if • 
hild^en graint me fulfilment of the hope tiiat is 
ncSimst to my heart, I will wear it there for 
eV^. Noble and lovely maiden, I am here by 
tKdfwSt of Guatimozin, — ^I know not well for 
what purpose, nor how long I shall be sulSered 
tcp remain m your presence. This, at l^ast, is 
certain : the dark day of war has arisen, and^ 
tHis'bAppy garden may soon become a theatre 
ofidBeroi^: contention, in which the fairest and^ 
the bastLinaj perish at the same hour wMi the^. 



wofst. Let not thttt day fii^d Zelilhtifillli kAt^ 
out tbe Chnstian cross on her boamn/^ .: ^r.^e 

^': Gofttimozin wiH driye die wicked fiiOmC^ft^' 
ktid/' said Zelahualla^ mildly. ^ Has liiy» loid^ 
the Great Eagle forsaken his i?tiobed people^) 
dud vnll he yet cling to their gods ? Afi^li> 
time, CenteoU^ the mother of JieaVen and the^ 
earth, will prevail over Mexitli, and ri^decto- 
men from soirow: then will mes^ * bleed il^^ 
more on the pyramids, but flowers aitd fNiiliii 
will be the only sacrifices demanded by heb^i^ 
How is it with the gods of Spain ? do they ii§Cf 
call f(tfr victims for ev^ ? The gods of our latod 
a!^# more just and merciful/' .fr 

^^ AioB,^ said Juan, ^ this is a ddiuacy 
brotight upon you by our sinfiil acts,, <not A^^ 
any iddbcts of our holy religion. KmtfWf 
Zekdim^, that there are no gods but bm^ 
aIRi 'He is both just and mefei&d--'l^.gott> 
lEtike df the heathen and the Cim^aan^ BuJ^^ 
thi» I WiU not speak to you now-; thot^^j^i^ 



THE 9Mjh OF lilEXICO. 99t 

bKiJBbJ ^1^7 Bev<er buve opportunity to sf)^> 
again. If death should come up<m yofjL 9vA^. 
^tiiy, call theui iii that grievouB hour, upon 
th^ naqie of the Christian's God, and he ^wiOk 
i^Qt refuse to hear you, who are in igneran^^^ 
lyad 4^ere£[»re sinless. And wear upon your 
ne^ this . cross, ^given to me by one who was 
a bj^Dvf d frienjd." (It was the gift of Magd^ 
lena.). *^ Locdc upon it with reyermce> and 
be^i^n^ fioay vouchsafe a mirade m your favour^ 
Iif^ .it not be forgotten, when danger comes tc^ 

!x»1%6 jspmt of the Propaganda had infected 
the minds of all the Spaniards in Amaiea» 
'^le. ambition of conversaoit was inseparably 
leaked with that of conquest; and on all oee^r 
s^ns, except those of actual battle, the iiige pf 
i^aidang. proselytes was uppermost m tbe i«iinds[ 
of iviaay* This was undoubtedly &natidSm^ 
aiid^ in the case of the fierce and ayariciou«j it 
d^Vij^Ioped itself with all the odious featui^s of 
superstition. With a few of more gentle and 
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kmdiy natures, it was a nobler and ttore- be- 
nignant passicHi. While others songht piMd- 
lytes for the glory of the church, these thought 
only of doing good to man. The best, the most 
enthusiastic and successful missionaries, were 
those whose efforts were prompted by afifection. 
l%e first impulse, therefore, of Juan, who had 
long since felt and cherished, ercfn among dis- 
tant deserts, a strong interest in the fate of tMs 
young princess, was to secure to her the bless- 
ings of salvation, which his religious instruction 
could not lead him to hope for any one dying 
in unbelief. It was a consequence and evidence 
of affection ; but a still stronger proof was 
given, when he drew from his breast a litde 
(Silver cross, which, up to this moment, he had 
treasured with the most jealous regard, and 
proffered it to Zelahualla. It was, as has been 
mentioned, the gift of Magdalena, presented 
before the evil acts of Hilario and Villafana 
had interrupted the affection fast ripening in 
Juan's heart, and accepted because it posseAS^d 
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Utit''vili$& beyond that imputed by cbns^ 
aia^n fokd superstitioii. It was, indeed, as 
^Mi^^^dalena had told him, the gift of her de- 
ceased mother, and she had always been taught 
to believe it possessed some of the extraor^ 
dinary virtues of a talisman. In these vnrtues 
. Juan wasi sufficiently benighted to believe ; and 
it;>^a«^ perh9fu» for this reason, rather than from 
wy.grat^eAd^ memory of the giver, that he had 
jfroQi ,t(hat d^y worn it in secret upon his 
bpfipm> so that it had even escaped the hands 
of his gaolers in Mechoacan, and from the eyes 
of l^is Spanish companions. It was a proof of 
the pure and disinterested nature of his regiM^d 
. for the Indian princess, as well as of hisjpep- 
ance upon its heavenly protection, tha,t he 
could rob himself of a relic so prized, in order 
that its presence might secure to hear tlie 
benefits of a belief she neither understood nor 
professed. 

If such were his own superstition, it (xxv^d 
ti^tPJi' ^^ supposed that ZelahuaUa's was less in 

VOL. II. M 
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deijpree. On the coiUarary, s}^ rec^yed tkifl. 
humble trinket with a lool^ oC respe<^_afL 
well as gratitu4^^ saying with the. greatest. sim- 
pUcity, 

" \Vhfit the Great Eagle loves must be good, 
an4 Zelabualla will listen when his gpd speaks 
to her." 

^^ Is it possible/' thought Juan^^ while^i^- 
ing the chain of silver beads by whigh i^ lyas. 
secured round his neck^ ^^ that a creature ^ 
beautiful and so good — so pure, so innoc^t, 
so loyely to the eye and the thought — should 
be really a pagan and barbarian ?" 

The question wa^ indeed natun^l enough.. A; 

' «. . ■ » 

sweeter in^personation of beau|:y both mental 

. V * . • . ■ .""»»• 

. i . ♦ 1 • . • - » 

and corporeal, could scarcely be imagined; ai^dl 
the light of her eyes was so^mild and serajphic* 
that one might wonder whence it came, if not 
from the operation of that divinp belief, wju^h 
chases from the heait the impurer traits of 
nf^ifue. ... 

What further thoughts n^ght have^crow^^d^ 
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into Juan's breast, aud what might have been 
the conclusion of an interview so interesting^ it 
is not necessary to imagine. While he was yet 
securing the chain around the bended neck of 
the princess, a step, previoudy heralded by the 
growl of Befo, rang upon the walk, and the 
Lord of Death, followed at a Uttle distance by 
Techeechee, stalked into the covert, arrayed in 
au the Mexican panoply of war and knighthood. 
Instead of a tunic of cotton cloth or other 
' woven material, he wore, doubtless over some 
stronger protection, a sort of hauberk of dressed 
tiger's skin, fitting tight to his massive chest, 
and bordered by a skirt of long feathers, reach^ 
ing nearly to his knees. On his head was a 
helmet or cap which had once adorned the skull 
of the same ferocious* animal, the teeth and 
ears flapping about his temples, and the skin 
of the legs, with the talons remaining, hangin]^ 
at the sides over his shoulders and^ breast, wavr 
ing: about in conneieion. with hi» lon^ black 
locks and the searlat tufts amongi them, nim 

M 2 
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shield of stout cane-work, painted, and orna- 
mented with a long waving penacho of feathers, 
hung at his back, and a raacana of gigantic size 
swung from his wrist. His legs were swathed, 
merry-andrew-wise, with ribands of scariet and 
gilded leather, that seemed to begin at his san- 
dals ; and his anns, otherwise naked, were 
ornamented up to the elbow in a similar way. 
On the whole, his appearance was highly for- 
midable and impressive, and not the less so 
that many marks of blood, crusted about his 
person, as well as divers rents in his spotted 
hauberk, told how recently and how valiantly 
he had borne his part in the terrors of con- 
flict. 

As he entered the covert, his step was bold, 
springy, and majestic, such as belongs to the 
native American warrior, when he treads the 
prairie and the mountain, beyond the ken of 
the white man. It happened that his ear be- 
ing struck by the growl of Befo, his attention 
was not immediately directed to the princess 
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and her companion;. but, seeing the dog, and 
conceiving at once, though not without sur- 
prise, the cause of his presence, he turned round 
in search of his master, and beheld him engaged 
securing the relic around the neck of the daugh- 
ter of Montezuma. 

At this sight, his countenance changed from 
the haughty joy of a soldier, and darkened with 
gloom and displeasure. He even grasped his 
macana^ and took a stride towards the pair, 
who were unconscious of his intrusion, until 
Befo made it evident by a louder growl, and by 
taking a stand, ready to dispute the warrior's 
right of approach. 

The person of the Lord of Death was at first 
unknown to Juan ; but he beheld enough in his 
visage to convince him it was not that of a 
friend. Still, he knew too much of the almost 
slavish reverence with which even the highest 
nobles regarded their king and the child of a 
king, to apprehend any danger from the war- 
rior's wrath. In this behef he was justified by 
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the act of Ae baAarian, who, per««iving^Zel|., ■ 
hualla look towards Iihn with suipriaf^ ,reK, 
letsed the weapon from his grasp, and sui^i;)^ 
into ti^ lowest obeisance of humility, kissed 
the earth at h&r feet ^en rising and survey- 
ing her with a melancholy, but deeply respect^ 
ful look, i)e said, <, 

" What am I but a slave before the daugbt^, 
of Monteauma ? The young man of the east is,. 
the king's brother. I speak the words of Giia- ,. 
timozin : * My brother shall look to-day upon . 
the king of Mexico, with the crown upon his . 
head, at the rook of Chapoltepec, among the \ 
people/ These are the words of '<he king, . 
Shall the king^s brother obey the king ?" 

^^ Doth Guatimozin .call the Eagle his bror 
ther ?" exclaimed Zekhualla, with a look of the , 
greatest satis&ction. " Then shall no evil ber . 
fall him among the people. Let my lord the 
Christian and Gi^at Eagle depart, and fear not: 
foTfthe men. of Mexico know that he was goot} 
to jtbe^king aind tiiie king's daughter^ whea.4^ ^^ 
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king Va» B'captrr€;iind therefore Zelahiiaua 
wiU'Temember-^Bt he says of the god df the 
silkier cross." 

Thus stitmnoned, and thtis dismissed^ Juan 
withdrew his eyes from the hedmiftg and sin- 
gularly engaging countenance of the maiden, 
and looked to the Lord of Death. As if to sig- 
nify' his readiness to del>art. But die Lord of 
Death seemed for a moment to have lost his 
powers if locomotion. He remained gazing 
upon the princess With an aspect increasing in 
gloom, and once or twice seemed as if he wotfld 
^are spoken soniething in "anger and reprehefn- 
sion. Yet deterred by the divinity of royalty 
that hedged about her, or more probtfbly by the 
divinity of her beauty, he roused up jtt lalst, 
and, after making another deep revefence^ 
which was as if a lion had bowed down at the 
feet of a doe, he strode away without speaking, 
followed by Juan and Techeechee. 

Prom Techeechee Juan learned what he had 
in part gathered from the obscure expressions 
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of the noble : He was summoned to wi^ess 
the coronation of the young king in form before 
the assembled Mexicans, on the consecrated 
hill of Chapoltepec, on which occasion he was 
to be honoured and his person made sacred, by 
the king bestowing on him the title of firiend 
and brother. 

The path led Juan as before through the 
royal menagerie; and while passing among the 
wild beasts, Techeechee signified to the Chris- 
tian that the presence of Befo among the Mexi- 
cans would subject him to much difficulty, if 
not danger ; and would certainly, the moment 
he was seen, produce a confusion in the assem- 
blage, indecorous to the occasion, and highly 
displeasing to the king and the Mexican digni- 
taries. To this Juan justly assented, and not 
knowing in what other manner he could dis- 
pose of his faithful attendant, he agreed, at 
Techeechee's suggestion, to confine him in one 
of the several empty cages, wherein he was 



I 
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assured and believed, he would remain in 
safety. This being accomplished, and not 
without trouble, he endeavoured with caresses 
to reconcile the animal to his novel imprison- 
ment, and then left him. 

He found the Lord of Death at the pool, with 
a piragua, very singularly carved and orna- 
mented, in which were six Mexicans, known at 
once by their dress to be warriors of established 
reputation, the rules of Mexican chivalry not 
allowing any soldier, even the son of the king, 
to wear, in time of war, any but the plainest 
white garment, until he had accomplished deeds 
worthy of distinction. These were arrayed in 
escaupil, variously ornamented with plumes and 
gilded leather ; they had war-clubs and quivers, 
and their appearance was both martial and pic- 
turesque. 

At a signal from Masquazateuctii, they seized 
their paddles and began to urge the piragua to- 
wards the water-gate of the wall, and Techee- 

M 3 
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chee leaping into the little canoe^ Juan prepanej 
to follow after him. He was arrested by the 
Lord of Death, who touched his arm, though 
not rudely, and looking into his face for awhile, 
with an expression in which anger seemed to 
struggle with melancholy, said, 

^ The Great Eagle is the brother of Gua- 
timozin, — Masquazateuctli is but his slave. 
Where would the king's brother have been 
this day, had the king not taken him from 
the prison-house ?" 

^' In heaven, if it becomes me to say 
so— -certainly, at least, in the grave," re- 
plied Juan, in some surprise. ^* In this 
capture, or this rescue, as I may call it 
the king will bear witness I did not my- 
self concur; for such concurrence I esteemed 
unbecoming my state as a Christian and 
Spaniard. Yet I am not the .less grateful . 
to Guatimozin, and I acknowledge he has 
given me a life.'* 
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^^ It was a good thing of the ting/' said ^ 
the barbarian ; " but what is this ? Are yOu 
a Spaniard in Mexico, and alive? neither 
upon the block of the pyramid, nor in the 
cage at the temple-yard ? The king feeds 
you in his house, he gives you water from 
his fountain, and robes from his bed,— he 
takes you by his side, and, among his people, 
he says, * This man is my brother ; there- 
fore look upon him with love/ Is not this 
good also of the king?" 

^^ It is," replied Juan gravely ; " and I 
need not be instructed, that it becomes me 
to be grateful, even by a warrior so renowned 
and noble as the Lord of Death." 

The eyes of the barbarian sparkled with a 
fierce fire while he continued, — 

" What then should you look for in Mex- 
icoj but shelter and food? — a house to hide 
you from the angry men of Spain, and 
bread to eat in your hiding-place? Where 
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acre the quiver and the macana? Wffl the 
•king's brother fight the king's enemies?" 

^ If they be my countrymen^ the Spaniards, 
noy* rqpUed Juan, with great resolution, yet 
'not without uneasiness; for he read in the 
questicm, an early attempt to seduce him 
into s^ostacy. ^^I am the king's guest,— - 
his prisoner, if he will, — his victim, if it 
must be, — but not his soldier." 

*^ Hearken then to me," said the Indian, 
with a stem and magisterial voice: ^^ The 
king is the lord of the valley, the master 
of men's lives, and the beloved of Mexico; 
but he has not the heart of the old man 
gray with wisdom, and he knows not tiie 
guile of the stranger. Why should his bro- 
ther do him a wrong ? The king thinks his 
brother a green snake from the corn-fields 
to play with;^ but he has the teeth of 
the rattling adder !" 

* The Mericans were accustomed to tame and domes- 
ticate certain harmless reptiles 
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*^ Me&icau !*' said Juan, indignandy, ^* these 
words from the mouth of a Spaniard, would 
be terms of mortal injury; and infidel 
thot^h you be, yet you must know, they 
bear the sting of insult. What warrior art 
thou that canst abuse the helplessness^ of 
a ci^ive, and do wrong to an unarmed 
man ?" 

/^ Do I wrong thee then ?*' repUed the Lord 
of Death grimly. " Lo, thou art here safe 
from thy bitter hearted people, and wilt not 
even repay the goodness of the king by 
striking the necks of his enemies, who are 
also thine! Is not this enough? Put upon 
thee the weeds of a woman, and go sleep in 
the garden of birds, afar from danger, — 
yet call not the birds down from the tree j 
hide thee in the bush of flowers, yet ^uck 
not the flowers from the stem. Let the 
guest remember he is a guest, and steal 
not from the house that gives him shel- 
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ter.— Does Ac king's brother understetftd thc^>n 
words of the king's slave?" '^i'- 

" I do not," said Juan with a •frowir*- ' 
" They are the words of a dreamer ;— " 
and he would have passed on towards the 
canoe, wiiich he now perceived was waiting 
him near the wicket, but that the Loa^ of 
Death again arrested him. 

" The king is good,'* he said with deep 
and meaning accents, " but the wrong-doer 
shall not escape. Perhaps" — ^and Tiere he 
softened the severity of his speech, and even 
assumed a look of friendly interest, — " per- 
haps the Great Eagle has left his best friend 
among the fighting men of Tezcuco ? Let 
him be patient for a little, and his friend 
shall be given to him." 

" You speak to me in riddles," repli'ed 
Juan impatiently. **Let us begone." 

The Mexican gave the youth a look of 
the darkest and most menacing character. 



t% 
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and . Aittermg the figaratire naz&e whioh 
Guatimozin had already applied to tibe prin- 
cess, •said, 

^^ The Centzontli is the daughter of Mon- 
tezuma,— the bird that is not to be called 
from the tree, the flower that is not to be 
pulled from the stem. — The king is good 
to his brother; but Mexico is not a dog, 
that the Spaniard should steal away the 
daughter of heaven.'' 

Then, clutching his war-axe, as if to give 
more emphasis to his warning, the nature 
of which was no longer to be mistaken, he 
gave the young man one more look, ex- 
ceedingly black and threatening, and strode 
rapidly away. The next moment he leaped, 
with the activity of a mountain-cat, into 
the piragua, and speaking but a word to 
the rowers, was instantly paddled into the 
lake. 

Juan followed, not a little troubled and 
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displeased by the complexion and toue of 
the menace, and stepping into the canoe 
was soon impelled from the garden. He 
perceived the piragua floating hard by, and 
the Lord of Death standing erect among 
the rowers. Ab soon as the canoe drew 
nigh, the warrior-noble made certain gestures 
to Techeechee, signifying that he should con- 
duct the youth on the voyage alone. Then 
giving a sign to his attendants, the prow 
of the piragua was turned towards the east, 
and, much to the surprise of Juan, and not 
a Utile even to that of the Ottomi, was 
urged in that direction with the most furious 
speed. As they started, the rowers set up 
a yell, as if animated by the prospect of 
some stirring and adventurous exploit. 

Techeechee gazed after them for a mo- 
ment, and then handling his paddle, he 
directed the canoe round the point of Tla- 
telolco, and was soon lost among a multi- 
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tude of similar vessels^ all proceeding to 
the south-west in the direction of the hill of 
Chapoltepec. 



I 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The review, division, and minute organiza- ' 
tion of the vast army now at the disposal of 
the Captain-General, occupied nearly the whole 
day, which was unexpectedly propitious, as tfie ' 
rainy season might be said to have already 
commenced. Clouds, indeed, gathered over 
the sky in the afternoon, giving a melancholy ' 
aspect to the hills and meadows ; and a thick ' 
fog rose from the lake and spread around^ until' 
it had pervaded the lower grounds on its bor- > ^' 
ders. Yet not a drop of rain fell during ^flMif^^ 
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whole day, and by sunaet tlie dlou^ dispersed, 
without having distnitied the finnaiBenjb with 
ttrander ; and the hike was left to glimmer in 
the light of a young moon, 4md the multitiide 
of stars. 

The whole native popvlatiKm of Tezcuco had 
been drawn to the meadows, to witness the 
glories of mUitary parade, ahd the city was 
deserted and solitary* Nay, eren the watch- 
men on the walls, fin^tting the audacious 
assault of the past night, and anxious to share 
a spectacle from which thenr dutim lEdsiould 
ha^ a^arated them, stoic, one after ano&er, 
from their posts^ until tiie northern gates were 
left wholly unguarded. The vanity of the 
Commander-in-Chief could not permit the i^ 
senoe of a single effective Spaniard from the 
scents of display, and the walls had been lefib to 
Tla^cdlans. 

X^tfQ in the afbernoon, and when the mists 
were; thidcest, and the hues of the fields most 
moiii^liful, ;^ single individual passed firom that 
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gate at which Juan Lerma, eight or nine weeks 
before, had terminated the first chapter of his 
eziie. A fnar's cassock and cowl enveloped 
his whole form, yet the dullest eye would have 
detected in the vigour and impetuosity ai his 
step, the presence of passions which coidd not 
belong to the holy profession* His eye wils 
fixed upon a shadowy figure, almost lost sm^uag 
the mists that went staggering al(Hig» as if 
upon a course not yet defined, or over paths 
difficult to be traced; and while he;was.o}^- 
viously watching and pursuing the retreating 
shape, it seemed to be with* a confidence that 
feared not die observation of the fugitir^e. 
Thus, when the figure paused, he arrested bis 
steps, and resumed them only when they were 
resumed by the other; and, in this manner, -he 
followed onwards, with Utde precaution, utftil 
Tezcuco was left far behind, hidden in theiiog. 
As he moved, he muttered many ezpieseaons, 
indicative of a deq>ly disturbed and ev«n re- 
morseful mind. 
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^ ^^' All this have / done/* he exclaimed, hkt^ 
teriy, and ahnost wildly. ^^ Mine own son, 
though black as the soot of perdition, is stained 
a triple dye by the malefactions it has caused 
in others — Mea culpa, mea culpuj mea maanma 
euipa ! -^ Cursed avarice ! cursed ambition 1 
There is a retribution that follows us even to 
t^^ave; sin is punished with sin, — the first 
fault lays fire to the train of our vices, and in 
their explosions we are further stained,**— 
punished, destroyed. That sin ! and what has 
come of it ? Where is the gain to balance it ? 
Cajoled by the demon that seduced me, cheated 
and flung aside — suspected, degraded, demo- 
ralisjed— a wanderer, a villain, a cur— the friend 
of rogues, and myself their fittest fellows- 
Heaven is strong, and justice oppressive*-— 
Munda cor meum ac labia mea f for I blas- 
pJbeme ! " 

Thus muttered the distracted Camarga, for 
it was he who gave vent to such troubled ex- 
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gate at which Juan Lerma, eight or nine weeks 
brfore, had terminated the first chapter of his 
exile. A friar's cassock and cowl enyeloped 
his whole form, yet the dullest eye would have 
detected in the vigour and impetuosity of his 
step, the presence of passions which could not 
belong to the holy profession. His eye-wiis 
fixed upon a shadowy figure, almost lost «0K»ag 
die mists that went sta^ering along, as ..if 
upon a course not yet defined, or over paths 
difficult to be traced; and while he; was $ ob- 
viously watching and pursuing the retreating 
shape, it seemed to be with* a confidence that 
feared not tiie observation of the fugitt\se. 
Thus, when the figure paused, he arrested, his 
steps, and resumed them only when they were 
resumed by the other; and, in this manner, ^he 
f<^lowed onwards, with Uttle precaution, uttftil 
TezGuco was left far behind, hidden in the log. 
As he moved, he muttered many expressions, 
indicative of a deeply disturbed and even re- 
morseful mind. 
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"■ '^ ^^' All iM» have / done/' he exclaimed^ liit^ 
tetly^' and ahnost wildly. ^^ Mine own sin, 
though black as the soot of perdition, is stained 
a triple dye by the malefactions it has caused 
in others — Mea culpa^ mea culpa^ mea mamma 
culpa / — Cursed avarice ! cursed ambition ! 
There is a retribution that follows us even to 
titte grave ; sin is punished with sin, — the first 
fault lays fire to the train of our vices, and in 
their explosions we are further stained,*— 
punished^ destroyed. That sin ! and what has 
jcome of it ? Where is the gain to balance it ? 
Cajoled by the demon that seduced me, cheated 
and flung aside — suspected, degraded, derao- 
raliBed— -a wanderer, a villain, a cur— the friend 
of rogues, and myself their fittest fellow*— 
Heaven is strong, and justice oppressiveiT— 
Munda cor meum ac labia mea f for I blas- 
pheme!*' 

Thus muttered the distracted Camai^a, for 
it was he who gave vent to such troubled ex- 
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ps»aioBB. ScBne of these' w«rii -utttfued^'^ 
loudly, that they seemed to -raaeh-^^i»>«iairfbf 
Ae iiigitiye, who tonied.. sounds loDkbd'iMkek 
fw & moment, and then dirii^ inlwt a^ndity 
bottoMr, wee for a shott.timi^^oonceiled frotahis 

^^ Ay,-^fly, flf !" he suttHe^ed;^ ^naslliii||^4i8 
ted^ ; '' ay, wretch, Ay ! But ^ei^ AfonflMiftr 
than the mountam-deer, them; ^cetddst^^vftlt 
esoqie the £end. that is^ idready. teaann^ at 
diy vitals. Fling thyself into thie Uhdy V§o^ 
and after deaths open thy eyes-npoh tf phaii«- 
tom- of hornir, thttb wdU sit iMifore' the^ i^ 

eTBC ! 

Then pufBtiing with. ^eater- activity, he ^if^&ti 
oaugbt sights of the* fugitiire, who was aaccd&iii^ 
the little promontory of the cypress-tfee, M 
wJtdoh Juan Ijerma had first hehdd the'fioid^ 
of his countrymen. ' - ' * ' 

*^ And Heman, Gortes wiH yefc 'ha\^ ^Ah 
spf»kfdm»M0Tf V" he murmured. '^'Beit^M^ 
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,)^^:^^^OT die she^ be shall hear it, and tsoqse 

1 th(^ curiosity that compelled it. Ay ! aiid his 

.-ifffiguii^ wiU bfi.8CMXie set-off to. the joy of haiP9iig 

• tTiumphed over, the poor wretch he persecuted. 

God reait theie^, Juaa:i Lerma ! for dieu at least 

hast died in igaorance ; and but for this mis- 

, chanoe,— - this fatal mischance, — hadst been 

¥^^hyi a£ a^, better fatls^and therefore Mred 

^m. dffstrttctipn/' 

Afi^J^ iittened these broken words^ he, per- 
Qeij^edvl^ Mpi^Jonnza,-— for it was this unhappy 
Qre^ture whpm. h^ followed, — steal over the 
i9puiid to the. rig}it hand* as. if. turnipg ha* 
steps from the lake landward. But bttng 
2iware that shp had beheld, himj and suspecting 
this to be merely a feint, designed to midbad 
him, he directed his course . to the water- side, 
aod stepping among the rocks and brambles, at 
the base of the hill, passed it in tiine to l>ehold 
Magdalqjia stalking, with a count^anoe of disr 
tX^QjUm, towards^ the.l^ei as if impelled^ by 
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some terrible goadings of mind, to self-destruc- 
tion. 

** Wretched creature !" he cried, springing 
forwards, and staying her frenzied steps, *^ what 
is this you do ? Fling not away the grace that 
is in wait. — You, at least, may live and be for- 
given.*' 

To his great surprise, the unhappy girl, 
whose countenance had indicated aU the iron 
determination of desperation, offered not the 
slightest resistance, while he drew her from 
the water-side ; but turning towards him with 
'the face of a maiden detected in some 
merry and harmless mischief, she began to 
laugh 5 but immediately afterwards burst into 



tears. 
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" Good heavens !'* said Camarga, with com- 
passion, ** are you indeed brought to this pass? 

« 

What ! the mind that even amazed Don Her- 

.... - - % 

nan — is it gone ? wholly gone ? Miserable Mag- 
dalena ! this is the fruit of sin !" 
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A-t the sound of a name so seldom pro- 
nounced in these lands^ the lady rose from the 
rock, on which she had suffered herself to be 
seated, althoogh it was observable that she 
showed no symptoms of surprise. She gazed 
fixedly at Camarga for an instant, and a dark 
irown gathering on her brows, she turned to 
depart, without reply. Camarga, however, de- 
tained her, and would have spoken ; but no 
sooner did she feel his hand laid upon her 
mantle than she turned suddenly round, with 
a look of inexpressible fierceness, saying, with 
the sternest accents of a voice always strikingly 
expressive : 

" Who art thou, that comest between me 
and my purpose ? If a priest or an angel, fly,— ^ 
for here thou art with contamination ; if a man, 
and a bad maik, still fly, lest thou be struck 
dead with the breath i)f one deeper plunged in 
guilt than ihysel^^^-^If a de^, then remian, and 
elaim thy prey from the apostate and most^ 
deress. Dost thou forbid me even to die V 

VOL. lU N 
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" Ay — I do," replied Camarga, treipl^g 
yet less at her terrible countenance than b^r 

fearful expressions : ^^ I am one who^ in the 

-. ' ' » 

name of heaven, — a name which is alike pol- 
luted in thy mouth and in mine— <;ommand 
thee to recall thy senses, if they have not ut- 
terly fled, and bid thee, thinking of self-slaugh- 
ter no longer, leave this land of wretchedness, 
and, in a cloister, and with a Ufe of penit^ce^ 
obtain the pardon which heaven will not p^r^ 
haps withhold/* 

" Pardon comes not without punishment,** 
said Magdalena, sternly ; ^^ and I would not 
that it should : and for penitence, -^the jnpan^ 
ing regret that exists without torture and 
suffering, — ^know that it is but a mockery. 
Kill thy friend, and repent, — ^yet dream not 
. q{ paradise. Scourge thyself, die on the rack 
or gibbet, and await thy fate in the grave. 

■ ■ ' 4 * 

Begone; or rest where thou art^ and foUow mei^ 
no .more.** 



] 
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c tr rpjjj ^jjQ^ ^^^ Q^ ^j2 ^i^Q^ j^j.^ lodged within 
the walls of a convent," said Camarga, grasping 

r 

her arm with a strength and determination she 
could not resist : *^ thus far will I follow thee, 
rave thou never so much. Oh, wretched crea- 
ture! and wert thou about to rush into th^ 
presence of thy Maker, unshriven, unrepenting, 
unprepared?" 

Magdalena surveyed him with a look that 
changed gradually from anger to wistful 
emotion; and then again shedding tears, sh^ 
dropped on her knees, saying, with a tone and 
manner that went to his heart, 

"1 will shrive me then, and then let me go^ 

♦ - * 

for thy presence persecutes me. — Well, and 
perhaps it is better; for it is long since I have 
looked upon It man of God — ^long since I have 
spoken with any just Christian but one^ — and 
liira I have given up to the murderers. Hear 
^ me then, and then absolve or condemn as thou 
wUt, for I judge myself; and I confess to thee, 

N 2 
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anly that tnjr wdfds maj (brive th6^ tiway, 
m Wt»ald tli^ tnobfis bf k comihg p^i^l^nc^l 
ar lii^ then, friar, and then begone fr<5th 

* AriSfe," said Camai^, " I Sfedk not thy 
MnfeAnkmj i^ le^t not now : I hav6 that wifl 
di^w it from thee, at a fittet tiihe and |>iac6; 
In thi^ distant spot, thou art exposed to dkilger 
^m th^ infidels/' 

«* if thou fearest Aeih, aWay ! Why im 

Abu trmibk kne > If thou stayest, listen t0 my 

word)) ; for though they come too late, yet K^ill 

they cause thee to do justice to the name, sind 

,iifey tttiBBiSite for the soul, of Juan Lerma/' 

' '.f^iSpdak of Juan Lerma," said Camarga, 

.4#Hli'^ frekobling voice, ^^and I will indeed 

rliften \o thee. In nomine Dei Putris^ et FiUi^ 

W SpifiiHs SaM^if speak tad speak truly. 

dunkd b^ ihou^ eiren by my lips, if thou 

: sl^eakest that ^hich is &ls6, Or totiCtslbsAt 
that is true!*' 
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//ITv^g tboi^h I di^,--«n4 let ine die wlwn 

iptH the instinptitve rever^ee pf bafeii t^,.^ 
cross which Camarga extended, A9 she ki^gifid 
^5 her heart seemed to spftep, find ^^.s^ied 

pa^y feifter tear/s^, wljite pouring lortl?^^ lihfflf 
l^rpken ftj^d ^nelaftpjjoly stprjr. 
^ ^^ Know, fjilih^/' ^Jie ^4j nait oace dofli«tiii| 
t}iat she had a true father of the chiuTjeb .b^ 
fcj» hi^tf " that it wm mj misfortwoe never to 
|iftv#. Ipipwn the Idiifdneaifs and i^are of a ^pa^ 
;)»nt,'^; , -^^ i •? 

t '^ ^Uot th^ be pa38e4/^ B^iA Gaasftrga^ Inii^ 
riedly. ^^ Speak not of the sins of ihjr.yDiilii, 
jivtb^usjand times ccmfessed^ and a^tfajliiisand 
^kkn£s absolved. Speak of ikj MMomg^tcr^^dim 

m 

.i^ndprr-of thy brok^i vows,— Hdi^-^** ''^9dt 
l^ere: percdving that Magdjdei2& started^- wMi 
ijELrSort of lifiright, at finding bow fac his kofaSt-^ 
ledge, bad anticipated her divtilgemea^ (^ 
continued, with better discretion, ^ Thu^lam&i 
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do I know — how I know, ask not f taii"'^fS0 
thou itiayest be told, too, that fnuch of thy feti 
was interwoven with that of Villafana." 

'« iify fate, and that of Villafana!'' cried 
Magdalena, with a withering look of contempt; 
But ihstantly changing to a more submissiire 
aiT, she exclaimed, " My story ^ indeed, father, 
but not my fate. If he have confessed to you, 
then do you know enough, — perhaps all. H^ 
told you, then, that his avarice, gratified at tJie 
expense of a horrible crime, — the destruction 
6f the ship, and the lives of all within it^ 
abbess, nuns, sailors, and all, — was the cause 
t>f -all my calamities, since it was my hard fate 
tidt to perish with the rest. He robbed tfi<& 
ih^i of the golden and silver church-vessete, 
when we were near to the port, and made hh 
iracape to the shore, leaving us to sink in the 
ttiidst of a storm then rising. Our pilot having 
iio hope but in running upon the shore, theft 
'within sight, ran the vessel among certain 
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i)ddi% y^here it was beaten to pieces. Father^ 
it chanoed to be my fate, and mine alone, to- 
be plucked out of tiiat roaring sea, by one to 
whom, when lying in a guif ten times more 
hideous, I refused to stretch out my hand^ 
Father ! last night a word from my lips would^ 
have saved the Ufe of Juan Iierma, and I did 
not speak it 1" 

^ * ^^ Dwell not on this/' said Camarga, sternly. 
^^ Bather thank heaven that thou wert rendered 
«mable by any exercise of criminal love, to pre.<^ 
serve on the earth's surface a wretch, at whose 
footstep it shuddered." 

^^ Hahi" cried Magdalena, starting up in. a 
transport of indignation, and sending daggers 
from her eyes, *^ who art thou, that speakest so 
fedsely and foully of Juan Lerma ? Wert tho^, 
inst^d of a pattering friar, a canonized saint in 
heaven, still wert thou but a thing of dross and 
earth, compared with him thou malignest ! " . 
> Before Camarga could rebuke this burst pf 



paationy riie mud^ «fl be£if»y to the eeeHA^ 
weeping afresh; for «he was in tikat piSiMer 
state of mental feebleneaa, an which ^ sei^i^ 
only to oontiatue in impuLies^-Ha dbam of con^ 
Y^kdoIla and exhatiBtkma^ ^ Ake^ faiher^'^ she 
aontianfid, with aoba, ^^ you have been tenghl, 
Hke the rest^ lo misoonemTe tod td£e llie be^ ' 
and most unfortunate of men y^ot stich i» ''■ 
Jttan Lerma; — and you have peAapa fbined^^ 
with Ae rest to compass hi» destruction^ Ha»^'' 
be W3x>nged you? no'^fmt haTe imagined 'flT' 
wxoi^. Has he wvonged Corfaa ? no-^**he hct^^^ 
Wronged no <Hie; but the ^ear of Cartes wasl^ 
open to his enemies. Hear m^ fiiher, and^ 
wtiik you eoademn me, listen (bo the refotalkHi 
of^ ataiader. Fatiher, whei^ I opened mine eyes"^' 
to 43m itghty and in the piesenoe of him wha 
hU sa^ we, 1 foreot mf towsi i«f, T 
ihougt^ tibat hearen had absolved theoi m ^a/c 
wyed£>and (H:dained tiiat I idu)uld be happy ih- 
« new coistencie. Nev^ he£oire laid I io^i^d - 
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upaji the Vfojidf ftod the peopk of the world, 
^-if^v&[ before hed I looked upon Joan Isemui. 
Whm had I seen one smile upon me vilh af- 
fection i Father^ for a second 9ttch smilei I 
would have moaned again on the wpeck, seeing 
my companions swe^ from me one by one. 
I gr^w ounnii;^ and deceit&l, and when they 
asked me of the abip axtfl pwph, I told them 
fai^hoodn^ l^st th^y abpuld bring me the veil 
ai)4 ^e prieat» imd carry me from his presence. ' 
A}fL^ I an4 my d^mt ftTS&d not; he smiled no 
more ; wd when HUario i^ke of ^flfection— ^ 
nS^c^ion for me^ Jnan JaeiXQ» wilhdrevr without^ 
a s^h, without a struggle/' 

" $ainl» of heavw ! " cried Camargo, ^^terting 
wit^ hoircH*) gapping for bre«4h» and* in • ihe 
sense oi snffofattion, for,getfeir^ ^is ^i^sWfJsd 
character so much as to fling back th(e cpirl 
thiM; had concealed his fSeiatures. ^^ Best thw 
speak me Jhe tnith? On thy life,— on Ay^ 
hopes pf heaven'^ foiKiyeness9<^on thy lp«e 
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eyen for this lost, perhaps thi» dead, yoittli^' 
— I diarge thee speak me the truth. Went 
there no more than this between you ? And 
Juan Lerma loved you hot? and ViUa&na 
bdied ye both ? And you are nofc-^** 

He paused in agitation, unable to utteir 
another word ; and Magdalena, surprised 
as much at his extraordinary interesrt in 
her story, as well as confounded by -tibe 
absence of the tonsute^ and the glittering 
of an iron gorget about his throaty seemed 
for a motnent unable to answer his ques- 
tions. But sutnmoning spirits at last, she 

said, 

^*Thou art not a priest but a layman, 
a stranger, and a man of sin ! But be who 
thou wilt, friend, or foe, thou knowest now 
enough of my history to be entitled to know 
all. Never did man couple my name with 
ishame, and think of any but him who died 
under the dagger of Villafana, As for Juan 
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LeriDS, not even Cortes, his bitterest enemy> 
WcnM dare accuse hiin of a deed of dishonour. 
S4nmger^ if thou art interested in the be^ 
trayed and murdered Juan, know at least 
that he died innocent of any wrotig to Mag^ 
dalena.'' 

'^ Now God be praised for this good 'word '/* 
said Gamarga, dropping on his knees, and 
spteaking with what seemed a distraction of 
fianrotir and delight : ^^ God be praised that 
I may not thinks at my death-hour, that 
iBy sins have caused among my childreti 
the crime of incest ! God be praised ! God 
be praised!** 

" Incest ! Thy children !'* exclaimed Mag- 
dalena, wildly. " What art thou ? What is 
this thou sayest ?'^ 

' " What do I say ? and why need I say 
it?" cried Camarga, springing up and wringing 
hid hands— ^^ have we not slain him among 
lis ? Oh, wretched Magdalena, if, by thin^ 



influence, he was brought to thb pa^s^ l^^itf 
tbi^ thou hmt ri^in tbme onrn 'hiq^ 

. At this stmnge und excitiiig revelalipn, 
Mi0d^9ii9 who had^ in the eq$tapy q£ ej&r 
pfeQtj»tio% seized upon Camargsi's hmds "wji^h 
a conyulsive grsusp^ uttered f^ screapi^ f<^9d;# 
load, ftnd thriUingj ajad yet i#w Mirfhke/.to 
tbftt which i:ofle from her hjfeal&iilg hftol^im 
th^^pris^i ! It v^9 9Wie 9uoh cry as izqght 
l^j^ supposed to epm^ ^rom a despbiKixg 
Cfer»t?»n, vhp finds that the gate3, wUfAi 
h^ ;thinkft q^Pe conducting hifla to bjell^vfe"^ 
9j|ddenly ; usherjsd him into the wniik^ ;>i«f 
paradise. It mingled fear and j^stpnjifbt 
npilt ifithjpy, but joy predominant -over 
th§, (Mjliers ; and though it sounded as :,iif 
MHii^ frpm 4 bui:slting heart, it was.wif 
£sQin jQae hwr.i?Jing in the oyer-bound : fod 
«^I»W£dpi> of a bre^t ri^ieaaed from a mm»f 
tnkiirPf Qpprf^sipj^. It ^cho$d orMt\ii}w 
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kke^ 1^ ; seeitied to hare called tip the 
spirits tiiefeof ; for before its last hystell<Al 
echo had vibtated on the ear, there sprang 
ttp, as if they had risen from the earth of the 
waters, six or seven athletic barbarianfe, flo^sfc^ 
ing heavy macanas, who rushed at onoa tipd«| 
thte pair, 

' At the sight of sueh unexpected and for^ 
midldlii^ : afito^inits, thottgh taken entirely by 
liUqnris^^ Ottrmai^a snatdied his concealed 
^ord'irofn the scltbbard, leaped with jgreni 
imarcfiidky betwixt Magcbileha and the neafiftstt 
MEtage, who seemed the leader of the party; 
imd made a blow at him, while doling to 

i^Ytfl fly ! and tell Cortes that thy bi^ 
thep«-^' But his lips finish!^ not 43ie s4^ 
tence. Whether it was that he was rendt^red 
kielpleiis by long continued diaease^ w<^$ en^ 
bmtttsaed by the (liar's cassock, or was tetJBf 
tmakitfol in the use of weapons, tt ia eertaiil 
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that bis blade dropped harmless on the mi- 
cana of the warrior. Before he cotdd recOvei" 
bis guard, th' battle-axe of the Mexican fkU 
upon his head with deadly violence, and he 
rolled, to all appearance a dying man, on the 
ground. 

At the same instant, another warrior clutch-^ 
ed upon Magdalenl^ who, tlKmgb pale as death, 
and agitated by a long succession of passions, 
yet drew the dagger she always carried at 
her girdle, and aimed it at the breast of the 
infidel. Before it could do him any harm, 
it was snatched out of her hand, and she 
herself caught up as by the grasp of a giant^ 
in the arms of the leader, and hurried to 
the water. In an instant more, she was 
placed in a piragua, which her capturers drew 
from a reed-brake hard by, and secured^ though 
not rudely, beyond the possibility of further 
resistance, among the infidels. They caught 
up their paddles, uttered a wild yell, and 
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th|Q next .moment dashed from the shore^ 
i^iid were hidden among the mists of the 
l^ke. 
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